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^— " She knccl'd, and nint-like 
Cut bet ejct to heaven, and pra^'d dcTOulIf ." 

King Henry VII f. 

Colonel Evesabd's departure ftt the l&te hour, 
for BO it waa then thought, of Beren in the evening, 
excited much speculation. There was a gathering 
of meniak and d^iendoatouLthe outer chamber, or 
liall, for no cme doubted that his sudden departure 
was owing to hit having, as they expressed it, 
« seen something," and all dedred to koovhow a 
man of such admowledged courage as Everaid, 
looked under the awe of a recent ^iparition. But 
he gave them no time to make comments ; for. 
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4 WOODSTOOK, 

striding througH the ball wrapt in his liding-suit, - 
be threw himeelf on borsebaclc, and rode furious- 
ly through die Chase, towards the hut of the keeper 
Jolilfe. 

It was the disposition of Markham Everard to 
he hot, Iieeu, earnest, impatient, and decisive to 
a degree of precipitation. The acquired habits 
which education had taught, and which the strong 
moral and religious discipline of his sect had great- 
ly strengthened, were such as to enable him to con- 
ceal, as well as to check, this constitutional vio- 
lence, and to place him upon bis guard against in- 
dulging it. But when in the high tide of violent ex- 
citation, the natural impetuosity of the young sol- 
dier's temper was sometimes ^t to overcome these 
artificial obstacles, and then, like a torrent foam- 
ing over a wear, it became more fiirious, as if in 
revenge far the constrainod calm which ' it had 
been tbi some time obliged to assume. In these 
instances be was accustomed to see only that 
point to which his thoughts were bent, and to 
move stt,«gbt towfU'ds it, whether a moral object, 
or the storming of a breach, without either calcu- 
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lating, or even seeming to see, the difficulties 
which were before him. 

At present, his ruling and impelling motive wu 
to detach his beloved cousin, if possible, firom the 
dangerous and discreditable macfainations in which 
he suspected her to have engaged, or, on the 
other hand, to discover that she really had no 
concern with these stratagems. He should know 
how to judge of that in some measure, he thought, 
by finding her present or absent at the hut, towards 
which he was now galloping. He had read, in- 
deed, in some ballad or minstrel's tale, of a sin- 
gular deception practised on a jealous old man, 
by means of a subterranean communication be- 
tween his house and that of a neighbour, which 
the lady in ([uesti<»i made use of to present her' 
self in the two places alternately, with such speed, 
and so mudi address, tliat, after repeated experi- 
ments, the dotard was deceived into the opinioiij 
that his wife, and the lady who was so very like 
her, and to whom his neighbour pud so much 
attention, were two different persons. But in the 
present case there was no room for such a decc^ 
tion ; the distance was too great, and as be took 
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6 WOODSTOCK. 

by much the aeorest way Irom the cude, and rode 
full speed, it would be impOB^e, he knew, for 
hu counn, who was s timonnu honewonaaa even 
by day-light, to hare got home before him. 

Her fiktber might indeed be disfdea^ at his in- 
tafereoce; but what title had he to he M) ?— Was not 
JUice Lee the near relation of his blood, the dear- 
est object of his heart, and would he now abstain' 
from an effort to save her from the consequaices 
of a silly and wild conspiracy, because the old 
knight's spleen might be atrakened by Everaxd's 
mding his appearance at their present dwelling 
contrary to his cMnmands P No. He would endure 
the old man''8 harsh language, as he endured the 
Unfit of the autumn wind, which vas howling around 
him, and swinj^g the crashing branches of the 
trees under which he passed, but could not oppose, 
or even retard Us joomey. 

If he /ound not Alice, as be bad reason to be- 
lieve she would be absent, to Sir Henry Lee him- 
self he would explun what he had witnessed. 
However she' might have become accessory to the 
juf^ling tricks performed at Woodstock, he could 
not hut think it was without hei father's know- 



_L)«:«lbyGOOglC, . 



ledge, 80 severe ft jadge was Uie old knight of 
female propriety, and so strict sn assertor of fo- 
male decDnim. He would take the skine oppor- 
tnnity, he thought, o£ itating to him the well- 
groimded hopes he entertuDed, that his dwelling 
at the Lodge mi^t be prolonged, and the seques- 
trators Femoved from the royal mansion and do- 
muns, by other means than those of the absurd 
epedes of intimidation which seemed to be resort- 
ed to, to scare them from thence. 

All this seemed to be so much within the line 
of his duty as a relative, that it was not until he 
halted at the 'door of the rangers hut, and threw 
his bridle into Wildrake's hvid, that Everard re- 
collected the liery, hi{^, and unbending charac- 
ter of Sir Hen^y Lee, and fdt, even whoi his'Gn- 
gera were on the lalcb, a reluctance to intrude him- 
self upon the praaence of the iixitalde t^d liiiighb 

But there was no time ibr hesitation. Bevis, 
who had already bayed more than tmce fi»m 
within the Lodge, was growing impatient, and 
Evcrard had but just time to bid Wildrake hold 
the horses . until he should send Joceliue to his 
assistance, when old Joan unpinned the door, 
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to demand who was without at that time of the 
night To have attempted anything like an ex- 
planation with poor dame Joan, would have been 
quite hopeless ; the Colonel, therefore, put her 
gently aside, and sfaakiag himself loose from the 
hold she had Iwd on his cloak, entered the kitchen 
of Joceline's dwellbg. Be^ who had advanced 
to support Joan in her opposition, humbled hii 
lion-pott, with that wonderfiil intttinct which makes 
his race remember so long those with whom they 
have been familiar, and acknowledged his mas- 
ter's reladre, by doing homage ia hb fashion, with 
his head and tiul. 

Colonel Everard, more uncertain in his pur- 
pose every moment ae the necessity of its eliecu- 
tion drew nigh, stole over the floor like one who 
treads in a sick chamber, and opemng the door of 
the interior apartment with a slow and trembling 
band, as he would have wididrawn the curtnns of 
a dying fiiend, he saw mthin die scene which we 
are about to describe. 

Sir Henry Lee sat in a wicker arm-chair by the 
lire. He was wrapped in a cloak, and his limbs 
extended on a stool, as if he were suffering from 
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gout or indiBpositioti. Hb long vhite beard flow- 
ing oTCT the dark-coloured garment, gave bim 
more the appearance of a hermit thui of tui aged 
sexier or man of quality ; and that character was 
increased by the deep and derout attention with 
which he listwed to a respectable old man, whose 
dilapidated dress showed still something of the cle- 
rical habit, and who, with a low, but full and deep 
voice, was reading the Evening Service according 
to the Church of England. Alice Lee kneeled at 
the feet of her father, and made the reaponsea 
with a voice that might have suited the c^oir of 
angels ; and a modest and serious devotion, which 
suited the melody of faer tone. The face of the 
officiating clergyman would have been good-look- 
ing, had it not been disSgured with a black patch 
which covered the left eye and a part of his face, 
and had not the features which were visible been 
marked with the traces of care and suffering. 

When Colonel Evcrard entered, the clergyman 
raised his finger, as cautioning him to forbear dis- 
turbing the divine service of the evening, and 
pointed to a seat ; to which, struck deeply with 
the scene be had witnessed, the intruder stole with 
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as light a step oi posrible, and kndt AenmAy 

down as one of the little congregation. 

Everard had been Iwed by his firther what wai 
called a Fiuitan ; a member of a sect, who, in the 
primitive sense of the word, were persons that did 
not except against the doctrines of the Churdi of 
England, or even in all respects agtunst its hierar- 
chy, but chiefly dissented &om it on the subject 
of certain ceremonies, halnts, and fimns of ritual* 
which were inrasted upon by the celebrated and 
unfortunate Laud, with ill-timed tenaci^. But 
even if, from the habits of his Other's house, Eve- 
rard's opinions had been diametrically opposed to 
the doctrines of the English Church, he must have 
been reconciled to them by the regularity widi 
which the service was perfitrmed in his uncle'a 
&mily at Woodslodc, who, during the blossom 
of his fbrtunes, generally had a chaplain residing 
in the Lodge for that special purpose. 

Yet deep as was the halntual veneration with 
which he heard the impressive service of the 
Church, Eversrd's eyes could not help straying 
towards Alice, and his thoughts wandering to the 
inirposc of his presence then. She sceeied to 
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nave recogniBed him at once, fitr there naa a deeper 
glow than usual upon hex check, her fingers tnm- 
bled as they turned the leaver of her prayer-book, 
and her voice, lately as firm ai it wai melodious, 
faltered irhen she repeated the reaponaet. It ap- 
peared to Everard, as far as he could collect by 
the stden glances miach he cUrected towcrda her, 
that the character of her beauty, as well as of her 
outward appearance, had changed with her for- 
tunes. 

The beautiM and high-born young lady had 
now approached as nearly as possible to diie brown 
stuff dress of an ordinary village naidcn ; but 
what she had lost in gaiety of appearance, she 
had gwned as it seemed in digni^. Her beauti- 
ful light-brown tresses, now folded around her 
head, and only curled where nature had so arran- 
ged them, gave her an aix of simplidty, wluch 
did not exist when her head-dress showed the 
skill of a curious tirewoman. A light joyous air, 
with something of a humorous expression, which 
seemed to be looking for amusement, had vanish- 
ed before the touch of affliction, and a calm mc- 
lancholy supphed its place, which seemed on the 
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wBtch to admiDistei comfort to otbws. Perhiqis 
the fonner arch, though innocent expression of 
countenance, was uppermost in her lover's recol- 
lection, when he concluded that Alice had acted 
■ a part in the disturbances which had taken phu» 
at the Lodge. It ia certain, that when he now 
looked upon her, it was with shame for having 
nourished such a Bospicicai, and the resolation to 
believe rather that the devil had imitated het 
T(Mce, than that a creature, who seemed so much 
above the feelings of this world, and so nearly al- 
lied to the purity of the nest, should have had the 
indelicacy to mingle in such manoeuvres as he 
himself and others hod been subjected to. 

These thoughts shot through his mind, in spite 
of the impropriety of indulging them at such a mo- 
ment. The service now apt>roached the close ; and 
a good deal to Colonel Everard's surprise as well 
as contusion, the officiating priest, in firm and audi- 
ble tone, and with every attribute of dignity, pray- 
ed to the Almighty to bless and preserve " Our 
Sovereign Lord, King Charles, the lawM uid 
undoubtedKing of these realms." The petition (in 
those days most dangerous) was pronoun^ with 
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A Ml, msed, and distinct articulation, as if the 
priest chaUmged all who heard him to dissent if 
they dared. If the repuUican officer did not as- 
sent to the pedbon, he thought at least it was no 
time to protest againsFit. 

The serrice was concluded in the usual man- 
ner, and the little congregation arose. It now 
included Wildrake, who . had entered during 
the latter prayer, and was the first of the party 
to speak, running up to the priest, and sha* 
king him by the hand most heartily, swearing 
at the same time, diat he truly rejoiced to see 
. him. The good clergijFman returned the pressure 
with a smile, observing he should have beliered 
his assereratton without an oath. In the mean- 
while, Colonel Hverard, approaching his uncle's 
seat, made a deep inclination of respect, first to 
Sir Henry Lee, and then to' Alice, whose colour 
now spread &om her check to her brow and bosom. 

" I have to craTO your excuse," sfud the Ce- 
lonel with hedtation, " for having chosen for my 
visit, which I dare not hope would be very 
agreeable at any time, a season most peculiarly 
unsuitable." 
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" So far from it, nephew," answered Sit Henry, 
with much mote mildneBs of msnner than Everatd 
hsd dsred to expect, " that your visits at othet 
times would be much more welcome, had we the 
fortune to see you often at out houts of worship." 

" I hope the time will soon come, sir, when 
Englishmen ot all sects and denominations," re- 
ified Everatd, " will be &ee in consdence to 
worship in common the great Pathet, whom they 
all aftet their maimer call by that affectionate 
name" 

" I hope so too, nephew," said the old man in 
the same tmsltered tone i " and we will not at 
present dispute, whether you would have the 
Church of England coalesce with the Conven- 
ticle, or the Conventicle conform to the Church. 
It was, I ween, not to settle jarring creeds, that 
you have honoured our poor dwelling, where, to 
amy the truth, we dared scarce hsve expected to 
see you ^ain, so coarse was our last welcome." 

" I should he happy to believe," sud Colonel , 
Evetaid, hesitating, *' that — that — in short my 
presence was not now so tmwelcome here »a on 
that occanon." 
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<^ Nepbew," SMd Sir Henry, " I will be tVsnk 
irith you. When you were last here, I thought 
you hod stolen &om me a precioiu peul, which at 
one time it would have heen my pride and happs'- 
ness to have bestowed on yon ; but which, bring 
such 88 you have heen of late, I would bury in 
the depths of the earth rather than give to your 
keeping. This somewhat chafed, as honest Will 
says, * the rash humour which my mother gam 
me.' I thought I was robbed, and I thought I saw 
the roUxi before me. I am mistaken — 1 urn not 
robbed ; and the attempt without the deed I can 
pardon." 

" I would not willingly seek ofience in your 
words, nr," said Colonel Ererard, " whm thrir 
general purport sounds kind ; but I can protest 
before Heaven, that my views and wishes towards 
you and your family are as void of selfish hopes 
and selfish ends, as they are fraught with love to 
you and to yonrs.^ 

" Let us hear them, man ; we are not much 
accustomed to good wishes now-a^ys ; «id their 
very rarity will make them welcome." 

" I would willingly, Sir Henry, since you might 
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not chooBe me to give you s more afectionate 
name, conrert those vithcB into sotnething efiec- 
tnal fiir your cpmfbrt. Your fate, aa the world 
now stands, is bad, and, I fear, like to be worse.*^ 

" Worse than I expect it cannot be. Nephew, 
I do not sfarink before my change of fortunes. I 
shall wear coarser clothes,— I shall leed on more 
ordinary foad,-~inen will not dolf their cap to me 
as they were wont, when I was the great and the 
wealthy. What of that P Old Harry Lee loved 
his honour better than his title, his faith better 
than his land and lordship. Have I not seen the 
30th of January P I am neither Philo-math nor 
astrologer ; but old Will teaches me, that when 
green leaves fall winter is at hand, and that dark- 
ness will come when the son sets." 

" Bethink you, sir," ewd Colonel Everard, " if, 
without any submission asked, any oath taken, 
any engagemrait imposed, express or tacit, ex- 
cepting that you are not to excite disturbances 
, in the pubhc peace, you can be restored to your 
residence in the Lodge, and your usual fortunes 
and perquisites there — I have great reason to hope 
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thiB msy be pennitted, if not ezpreiBdy, kt least <m 
sufferance." 

" Yes, I understand you. I am io be treated 
like the royal coin, madced vith the enngn of Ae 
Rump to make it pass current, although I am too 
old to hare the royal ipagnia grinded off &om 
me ? Kinsman, I will have none of this. I have 
lived at the Lodge too long ; and let me tdl you, 
I had left it in scorn long n^ce, but for tin or- 
ders of one vhom I may yet live to do service to. 
I will take nothing fivm the osuipers, be tlmr 
name Rump or Cromwell — be they one devil or 
l^on — I will not take &om them an old cap to 
cover my grey hair^— a cast cloak to protect my 
&ful limbs &om the cold. They shall not s^ th^ 
have, by their unwilling bounty, made Abraham 
lidi — 1 will Uve, as I wiU die, the Lc^al I*e " 

" May I hope you will think of it, sir ; and 
that, you will, perhaps, conaidering what slight 
Bobmisuon is asked, give me a better answer ?" 

" Sir, if I retract my tqunion, which is not my 
wont, you shall hear of it — And now, couan, 
have you more to say 7 We Iceep that worthy 
clergyman in the outer nxwa." 

VOL. II. B 
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'* Something I had to say — Bomething touching 
my cousin Alice," Boid Everaid, with embartaBs- 
Aieat ; " but I feai that the pngudices of both 
we so BtroDg against me " 

" Sir, I dare tutn my daughter loose to you — 
X will go j(Hn the good doctor in dame Joan's 
apartment. I am not unwilling that you should 
know that the girl hath, in all reaeonable sort, the 
exercise of her &ee wilL" 

He withdrew, and left the couans together. 

Cohmel Ererard advanced to Alice, and was 
about to take her hand. She drew back, took the 
seat which her father bad occufued, and pointed 
out to him one at some distance. 

" Are we then so much estranged, my dearest 
Alice P" he said. 

" We will speak of that presently," she relied. 
". In the first place, let me ask the cause of your 
visit here at so late an hour." 

" You heard," sud ETcrard, " what I stated 
to youx fiuher ?" 

" I did ; but that seems to have heeq only part 
of youv errand — something there seemed to be 
which appUed.[terticulwly to me" 
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" It was a fancy — s strange mistake," answer- 
ed Everard. " May I ask if you have been abroad 
this eTeniog P" 

" Certmnly not," she replied. " I have flinali 
temptation to wander Irom my present home, 
poor as it is ; an<) whilst here, I have important 
duties to discharge. But why does Colonel Eve- 
i«rd ask 80 strange a question ?^ 

" Tell me in turn, why your cousin Markham 
has lost the name of fiiendship and kindred, and 
even (rf'some nearer feeJiog, and then Iwill answer 
you, Alice."' 

" It is soon answered," she sud. " When you 
drew your sword agAinet my fitther''s cause— al- 
most agunst his person-^I studied, more tJuui I 
should have done, to find excuse for you. I knew, 
that ia, I thought I knew, youi high feelings of 
public duty — I knew the opinions in wbkh you 
had be^i bred up ; and I siud, I will not, even 
fitr this, cast him off— he opposes his King because 
he is ]mfti to his country. You endeavoured to 
avert the great and cpnchiding tragedy of the 
30th of January ; and it confirmed me in my opi- 
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nion, that Maridiua Eremd might be misled, 
bat could not be base or selfiBh.'* 

" And what has changed jonr opinion, AJice P 
01 who dare," sud Everard, reddening, " attach 
such epithets to the name of MarUuun Eve- 
rardr 

" I am no -sulject,'' she said, " for exerdsing 
yonr valour, Colonel Everard, nor do I mean to 
i^fend. But you will find enough of others who 
will avow, that Colonel Everard is truckling to 
the nnirper CromweU, and that all his Mr pre- 
texts of forwarding his country's liberties, are but 
a screen for driving a bargain widi the saccessfol 
^croacher,,and obttuning the best terms he can 
for himself and bis family.'" 
- *' For myself — Never T 

•' But for your family yon have — ^Yea, I am 
well assured that you have pointed out to the mi- 
litary tyrant, the way in which be and his satraps 
may master the govenuaent Do you think my 
firthCT or I would accept an asylum purchased at 
the price of Eu^aod's liber^, and your ho- 
nour ?* 
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** Gtmdaaa HeaTm, Alic^ what b this P yon 
Mciue me of purauing the very conrss whidi w 

latdy had youi approbatioa I" 

" When yon spoke with authority at yonr fii- 
iJier, and recommended our enbrnianon to the ex- 
''^S government, mch as it was, I own I thought 
—that my fiuher'i grey head might, without dig- 
honour, have remained under the roof wh»e it - 
had so bng been sheltered. But did your father 
sanction your bectnuing the adviser oTyonder am- 
tntious soldier to a new course of innovation, and 
his abettor in the establishment of a new ipecdet 
(4 tynuiny ? — It is one thing to sulmit to op[ae«- 
sion, another to be the agent of tyrsnts-~And O, 
Madham — their Uood-hoond V 

'* How ! blood-hound ? — ^what mean you ?— I 
own it is tiuB I could see- vidt content the wounda 
of this bleeding country stanched, even at the 
expense of beholding Cromwell, after his matchless 
rise^ take a yet fivtber step to power — but to b« 
his blood-bound ! What is your meaning P" 

" It is false, then F — I tboug^t I could swear 
it had been false." 
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" Whitt, in the name of God, U it you ask V 

"■ It ia false that you are engaged to betray the 
young King of Scotland ?" 

<* Betray htm ! / betray him, '« any fiigitiTe P 
Nevcac ! I would he woo veil out of England— I 
would l^d him my aid to escape, veie he in the 
house M this instant ; and think I did his enemies 
good service, 1^ prerenting their soiUng them- 
selves vith his blood — but betray him, neVer !"" 

" I knew it— I was sure it was impossible- Ob, 
be yet more honest ; dis«igage yourself &am yon- 
der glotHny and ambitiouB soldier! Shun him 
and his schemes, which are formed in iiyustice, 
and can only.be realized in yet more blood.'" 

*' Beheve me," relied Ererard, "that I choose 
^e line of policy best befitting the times." 

" Choose that,^ she said, " wluch best b^t« 
duty, Matkham — which best befits truth and 
honour. Do your duty, and let Providence de- 
^de the rest — Farewell .' we tempt my father's 
patience too f«^— you know his temper — farewell, 
Markham.^' 

She extended her hand, which he pressed to his 
lips, and left the apartment ^ silent bow to bis 
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ande, and a laga to Wildrake, whom be found in 
the kitcben of tbe cainn, were the only tokens of 
recognition exhibited, and leaving the hut, be was 
soon mounted, and, with his compuiitm, advanced 
on his return to the Lodge. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Wbicii ban their pnnUunent ece the earth clo*e> 

Upon the popetnton. Be it the woAiiig 

Of the lemone-uiiT'd Itocj, oi ^g tIoooi 

IKtIinet and nal, of unoothlr being. 

All agea witneai, that b««d« the coudi 

Of the fan hoDudda oft Malki the ghoit 

Of libn he ilew, and Aowi the Aadowy wmmd. 

OUPtay. 

EvERARB had come to JoceIiiie''B Lodge as fast 
u borse oould bear him, and mth the same im- 
petuonty of purpose as of speed. He saw no, 
chcMce io the course to be pursued, and felt in 
his own imaginaUon the strongest right to direct, 
aud even leprore, his counn, beloved as she was, 
on account of the dangerous machinations with 
which she appeared to have connected herself. 
He returned slowly, and in a very difierent mood. 

Not only bad Alice, prudent as beautiful, ap- 
peared ctmipletely free from the weakness of con- 
duct which seemed to give him some authority 
over her, but her views of policy, if less praoti' 
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cable, were bo much more direct and noble thin 
hia own, as led him to questiaB whether be hid 
not oiApromiMd himself too ruhly with Crom> 
well, even although the state of the country wia 
ao greatly divided and torn by factim, that the 
promotiiKi of tbe Genavl to the poeseedon of 
the executire government seemed the only chance 
(^ escajung a renewal of the Civil War. Tbe 
more exalted and purer sentiments of Alice low- 
ered him in his own eyes; and tbougb undub 
ken in Ins ojnamn, that it were better tbe vessel 
should be ste^^ by a pilot having no good title 
to tbe office, than that she should run upon the 
breakers, he felt that he was not espousing the 
most direct, manly, and disinterested ude of the 
question. 

As he rode on, immersed in these unpleasant 
contemplations, and conuderebly lessened in his 
own esteem by what had happened, Wildnke, 
who rode by bis side, and was no friepd to limg 
nlence, began to enter into conversation. " I 
have been thinking, Mark,^ said he, "that if yon 
and I bad been called to tbe bar — as, by tbe by, 
has been in danger of happening to mi in mon 
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eeoses than oofr— I say, bad we become harm- 
ten, I vould have had the better tnled tongue of 
the two— the f^rer art of persuasion." 

" Perhi^M so," replied Kverard, " though I 
never heard thee use any, Bsve to induce an 
usurer to lend thee money, or a tavemer to 
abate a reckoning.^ 

" And yet this day, or rather night, I could 
hare, as I think, made a conquest which baffled 
you." 

" Indeed P" said the Colonel, becoming atten- 
tive. 

" Why, look you,*" said Wildrake, " it was a 
nuun object with you to induce Mistress Alice 
Lee— By Heaven, she is an exquifote creature-^ 
I ^iprove of your taste, Mark — I say, you desi- 
red to persuade her, and the stout old Trojan 
her father, to consent end return to the Lodge, 
and Hve there quietly, and under connivimce, like 
gentlefolk, instead of lodging in a hut hardly fit 
to harbour a Tom of Bedlam." 

" Thou art right; such, indeed, was a great 
part of my ol^ect in this visit," answered Eve- 
r»rd. 
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*^ But, perhaps, you also expected toTisit there 
jouredf, and so ke^ watch orer [H«ttj AfutreiB 
Lee-.-ehP" 

" I never entertained so selfish a thought," 
«aid Everard ; " and if this nocturnal disturb- 
ance at the manuMi were explained and ended, 
I would instantly take my departure." 

" Your friend Noll would expect sometbiog 
more from you," scud Wildrake — " he would 
expect, in case the kntght''s reputation for loyal> 
ty should draw any of our poor exiles and wan- 
derers about the Iiodge, that you should be on 
the watch, and ready to snap them. In a word 
•— aa far at I can uoderetand his long-winded 
speeches — he would have Woodstock a trap, 
your uncle and bis pretty daughter the but of 
toasted cheese— craving your Chloe's pardon for 
the comparison— you the qnruig.fall which idiould 
bar thrir escape — his Lordship himself being the 
great grimalkin to whom they ara to be given 
over to be devoured." 

" Dared Cromwell mention this to thee in ex- 
pness terms P"" said Everard, pulling up hishorsc, 
and stopjnng in the midst of the road. 
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** Nay, not in e^iress trams, whicb I do not 
brieve he ew used in his life— you might as 
well expect a drunken man to go straight for- 
ward; but he insinuated as much to me, aad 
indicated that you might deserve well of him — 
Gatzo— the damnable pn^iosal sticks in my 
throat — by betraying our noUe' and rightful 
King, (hen he pulled tff his hat,) whom God, 
gnmt in health and wealth long to rogn, as the 
worthy clergyman says, though I fear just now 
his Majesty is both rack and sorty, and never a 
penny in his pouch to boot." 

" This taUies with what Alice hinted,"^ said 
Evraard; " but how could she know it? didst 
dwu give her any hint of such a thing P" 

"IP" rephed the cavalier, " I, who never saw 
Mistress AHce in my life till to-night, and then 
only fw an instanU— zooks, man, how is that pos- 
fflble P" 

" True," r^ied Everard, and seemed lost in 
thought At length he spoke — " I ^ould caU 
Cromwell to account for his bad opinion of me ; 
ibr even thou^ not senously expressed, but, as 
I am convinced it was, with the sole view of pro- 
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Ting you, and perhaps myself, it was, neverthe' 
lees, a misconBtruction to be resented." 

" VU carry a cartel for you, with all my heart 
and Boul," sud Wildrake ; " aod turn out with 
his godlinesses second, with as good will as I ever 
drank a glass of sack."' 

*' Pshaw," replied Everard, " those in bis h^h 
place fight no singular combatB.^But tell me, 
Roger Wildrake, didst thou thyself think me ca- 
pable of the falsehood and treachery implied in 
such a message ?" 

** I fexclumed Wildrake. — " Markham Eve- 
rard, you have bem my early friend, my constant 
benefiwtor. When ColcbestEx was reduced, you 
saved me from the gallows, and nnce that thou 
hast twenty times saved me from starving. But, 
by Heaven, if I thought ydu capaUe of such vil- 
liuny as your General recommended, — by yonder 
blue sky, and all the works ot creation which it 
b^ida over, I would stab you with my oVn 
haudr 

" Death," replied Evo-ard, ** I should indeed 
deserve, but not from you perhaps; — but fortu- 
nately, I cannot, if I would, be gdl^ of the 
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treachery you would punufa. Know Uiat I hud 
this day secret notice, aod from Cromwell him- 
self, that the young man has escaped by sea from 
BrirtoL" 

*' Now, God Almighty be blessed, who pro- 
tected him through so many dangers !" exclaimed 
Wildroke.— " Huzza 1 — Up hearts, cavaliCTs I — 
Hey for cavaliers I — God bless King Charles ! 
—Moon and stars, catch my hat T — and he threw 
it up OS high as be could into the air. The ce- 
lesdal bodies which he invoked did not leo^ve 
the present dispatched to them ; but, as in the 
case of Sir Henry Lee's scabbard, an old gnarl- 
ed oak became a second time the receptacle of a 
waif and stray of loyal enthusiasm. Wildroke 
looked rather foolish at the circumstance, and 
his fiieod took the opportunity of adrnmiabing 
him. 

" Art thou not ashamed lo bear thee so like a 
sobool-boyp" 

" Why," said Wildrake, " I have but smt a 
Puritan's bat upon a loy^ errand. I laugh to 
think how many of the schoolboys thou talk'st of 
vill be cheated into climbing ihe pollard next 
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year, expecting to find the nest of some unk nown 
turd in yoadet unineasured mai^n of felt.'" 

" Hush now, for God's sake, and let us speak 
calmly," snd Everard. " Charles bits escaped, 
and I am glad of iL I would willingly have seen 
him on his father's throne by composition, but 
not by the force of the Scottish army, and the 
incensed and vengeful royalists- " 

*' Master Markham Everard," began the ca- 
valier, interrupting him 

" Nay, hush, dear Wfldrake," said Everard j 
" let US not dispute a point on which we cannot 
agree, and give me leave to go on.— I say, nnce 
the young man has escaped, Cromwell's offensive 
and injurious stipulation falls to the ground ; and 
I see not why my uncle and his family should 
not agMD enter thai own house, under the same 
terms of connivance as many other royalistsw 
What may be incumbent on me is diffiwent, nor 
can I determine my course until I have an inter- 
view witii the Genera), which, as I think, will 
end in his confessing that he threw in this ofien- 
uve proposal to sound us both. It is much in his 
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manner ; fiw he is blunt, aad nerer sees or feels 
die punctilious himour iriiich the gallants of the 
day stretdi to such ddicacy." 

" ni acquit him for baving any punctiho 
about him," sud Wildrake, ** either touching 
honour or honesty.— Now, to come back to where 
we started.-— Suppodng you were not to reside in 
person at the Lodge, and to forbear even visit- 
ing there, unless on inyitalion, when such a thing 
can be brought about, I tell you frankly, I think 
your uncle and his dau^ter might be induced 
to come back to the Lodge, and reside there as 
usual. At least the clergyman, that worthy old 
cock, gave me to hope as mudi." 

" He had been hasty in bestowing his confi- 
dence," said Everard. 

" True," replied Wildrake; " he confided in 
in me at once ; for he instantly saw my regard 
for the church. I thank Heaven I never paaeed 
9 clergyman in his caoonicals without pulling my 
hat off — (and thou knowest, the most desperate 
duel I ever fought was with young Grayless of the 
bmerTempte, for taking the wall of thelUver^id 
Dr Bunce.)~Ab, I can gwA a chaplain's ear in- 
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■Untly. — Gadxooka, the; know whom Uwy hkre 
to trust to in such a one as I." 

" DoM thou think theo,^ uid Ctdonel Eve* 
rard, " or rather does thU tiergyaaai tluok, that 
if they were secure of intrusion from me, the &• 
mily would return to the Lodge, supponog the 
iutrudbg Commisaoners gon^ and this nocturnal 
disturbaoce explwned and ended P" 

" Theold Knight," answered Wildrake, "may 
be wrought upon by the Doctor to return, if he 
u aeeure aguost intrusion. As for ditturbanoeSt 
the stout old boy, so far as I can learn in two 
nunutes^ conrersation, laughs at all this tunqoil 
as the work of mae imagination, tiieoonaetjuence 
of the remorse of their own evil conacieoces ; 
and says, that gobUn or devil was never heaid of 
at Woodstock, until it beciame the remdeDce of 
such men as they» who have now usurped the pos- 
session.'' 

** There is more than imag^tion in it," sud 
Everard. " I have personal reason to know there 
is some conspiraey carrying on, to render the 
house untenantable by the ConuQl»ion«^ I ac- 
qiut my uncle of accession to such a nlly trick ; 
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but I muBt tee it ended ere I can agne to fats' 
and my couun^s residiog mhvK such a G<»fede- 
nef exiits ; for tbey are likely to be cMuidored 
is the ccmtriTen of such [muiki, be the actual 
i^eot who be may." 

" With revemioe- to your better aoqouBtaiice 
with' the gentlooaB, Ererard, I should rather 
suspect the old father of Puritans (I beg your 
paidfHi agnn) has samething to do with the bu> 
^ess ; and if ao, Ludfer will never look, near 
the true old Knight^ beard, nor abide a gbuice 
of yonder maiden^ innocent blue eyes. I will 
uphold them as safe as pwre gold in a mner's 
chest" 

" Sawest thou aught thyself, which m^es thee' 
think thus F" 

'* Not a quill of tfae devirs pinion saw I,^ re- 
plied Wildrake. "HeBupposeshimselftooseeure 
of an old cavalier, who must steal, hang, or drown 
in the long ruD, so he gives himself no trouble to 
look after the asEhired booty. But I heard the 
derviiig-fellows prate of what they had seen aad 
heard; and though thor tales were confused 
enough, yet if there was any truth funong than 
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at all, I dunild my the devil siuit have been in 
tbe da]ice.-i-But, hollo t here cotncB some one 
upCHi us.— Stand, friend — who art thou f " 

" A poor da^r-labourer in tbe great work fd 
£iigland — Joseph TomkinB by name— Secretary 
to a godly and well-endowed leader in this poor 
Christian army of England, called (ireneral Har- 
rison.* 

" What news, Master Tomluns T >ud Et»- 
rard; "and why are you on the road at this late 
hourr 

** I q>eak to the worthy Colonel Everard, as 
-I judge," said Tomkins ; " and truly I am glad 
of meeting your honour. — Heaven knows, I need 
such aaustance as yours.— Oh worthy Master 
Everard t— Here has been a sounding of tnun- 
pets, and a breaking of vials, and a pouring 
■ forth, and— -" 

" Prithee, tell me, in brief, what is the matter 
— where is thy master— end, in a vord, what has 
happened?* 

' " My master is close by, parading it in the 
little meadow, beside the hugeous oak, which is 
called l^ the name of the late Man ; ride but two 
steps forward, and you may see him walking 
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swiftly to and fro, advancing all the White the 
naked weapon." 

Upon proceeding as directed, but with as lit- 
tle noise as posable, they descried a man, whom 
of course they concluded must be Hamsoti, 
wnlkii^ to and fro beneath the King's Oak, as a 
sentinel luuler arms, but with more wildness of 
demeanour. The tramp of the horses did not 
-escape bis ear ; and they heard him call out, as 
if at the head of the brigade — " Lower fnknk 
agmnst cavalry !-^Here comes Prince Kupertr^ 
Stand fast, and you shall turn them a^de, as a 
bull would toss a cur^og.— Lower your pk^s 
still, my hearts, the end secured agtunst your fbot 
— ^wn on your ri^t knee, front rank— ^ipare 
not for the spoiling of your bitte aprons. — Ha— 
Zerobabel — ay, that is the word." 

" In the name of Heaven, about wh'oni or 
what is he talking ?" said Everard ; " wherefore 
does he go about \vith his weapon drawn p™ 

" Truly, sir, when aught disturbs my master 
General Harrison, he is something rapt in the 
spirit, and conceives that he is commanding a re- 
serve of pikes at the great battle of Armageddon 
—and for his weapon, alack, worthy sir, wherefore 
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should he keep Sheffield vteel in calves' lealber, 
whm there are fiends to be combated-^ncamate 
fiends on earth, and raging infernal fiends under 
the earth ?" 

" This is intolerable," swd Everard. " Lis- 
ten to me, Tomkins. Thou art not now in the 
puli»t, and I desire none of thy preaching lan- 
guage. I know thou canst speak mtelligiblj 
when tbou art so minded. Remember, I may 
serve or harm ihee ; and as you hope or fear any- 
thing on my part, answer straighl>-forward— • 
What has happened to drire out thy master to 
the wild wood at this time of night?" 

*' Forsooth, worthy and honoured sir, I will 
speak with the precision I may. True it is, and 
of verity, that the breath of man, which is in his 
nostiils, goeih forth and retumeUi^-^" 

" Hark you, sir," said Ckilooel Everard, " take 
care where you ramble in your correspondence 
with me. You have heard how at the great bat> 
tie of Dunbar in Scotland, the Genwai himself 
held a pistcd to the head of Lieutmant Hew. 
creed, threatening to shoot him through the brain 
if he did not give up holding forth, and put his 
squadron in line to the front. Take care, ui,'" 
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. *' Verily, tbe Qeutenant thai charged viih an 
ema and unbroken order," swd Tomkins, " and 
bore a thousand pituda and bonneta over the 
beach before him into the sea. Neither shall I 
pret«nnit or poMpcme your b<Hi6ur'*s commands, 
but speedily obey them, and that mthout delay .^ 

'* Go to, fellow ; thou knowest what I wtmld 
have," said Ererard j " speak at once — I know 
thou canst if thou wilt. Trusty Tomkins is beU 
Ut known tiwa he diinks for." 

" Worthy ar," said Tomkins, in a much less 
peri[d)raatic style, " I will obey your worship as 
&r as the spirit will permit. Truly, it was not an 
hour since, when my worshipful master being at 
table with Master Bibbet and myself, not to 
mentJtHi the worshipful Master Bletwm and Co< 
lonel Desborougfa, and behold there was a violet 
knocking at the gate, as of one in baste. Now, of 
a certainty, bo much bad our househt^d been 
harassed with witches and spirits^ and other ob- 
jects of sound and si^n, that the sentinds could 
not be brou^t to abide upon their posts without 
doors, and it was only by provi^tra of beef and 
itmag liquors that we wen able to muntmn 
a guard of three mot in the baU, who nevertb^ 
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less T»tiucd not to apea ifae door, kst tbejr 
diould be suqirued with some of tbe goblins 
wberewilh their imB^matkms were orsrwhelmed. 
And they hcsid the knodcing, which iocreaaed 
until it seemed that tbe dow was well nigh about 
to be beaten down. Worth; Master Bibbet was a 
little oreFcome with liquor, (as is his fashion, good 
tain, abdiU this time of the evening,) not thafc be 
is in the le«tf given to elmety, but simply, that 
iODoe the Soot^Bfa qsmptugn he bath had a pe^ 
petual ague^ which obliges him so to oouriih his 
iiame against the damps c^ the night ; where. 
fore, as it is wdl known to your honour that 1 
■discharge the t^ce of' a iaithful servant, as well 
to Major-General Honispn, and the other Com- 
DJianoners, as to my just agd lawful master, Co. 
iaod Dedwtougb— — '" 

" I know all that. — Ani now that diou art 
trusted by both, I pray to Heaven thou, may'ft 
merit the trust,'" said Coknel Everard. 

« Ajid devoutly do I pmy," sqid Tomkins, 
" that your worshipful prayers may be answered 
with fj^our ; &r certainly to be, and to be called 
and entitled. Honest Joe, and Trusty Tomkins, 
it to me more than ever would be an Earrs title. 
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irere lucb tfaingB to be gr*itud cnew a Uut n> 
generated goTemmenL" 

** Well, go on — go an— or if tbou cUUieat mudi 
Imger, I will make bold to dispute ibe artide of 
your honesty. I Hke short tales, nr, and doubt 
what IB told with a long unnecessary train of 
words." 

" Well, good nr, be not hasty. As I said be- 
lbre,liiedoorB rattled till you would have thou^t 
■Ute knocking was reiterated in every room of 
the Palace. The bell rung out for coiqiany, 
though Ve could not find that any one tc^ed die 
cliq>per,aiid the guards let off their firelocks, mere- 
ly because they knew not what better to do. So, 
Master Bibbet being, as I siud, unsusceptible of 
hit duty, I went down with my poor raper to the 
door, and demanded who was there ; and I was 
answered in s vcace, which, I must say, was 
much Hke another voice, that it was one wanting 
Major-General Harrison. So as it was then lat^ 
I answered mildly, that General Harriaoin was 
betaking himself to his rest, and that any who 
wiihed to speak to him must return on the mor- 
row morning, for that after nightfall the door <^ 
the Palace, being in tUe room of a garriaoa, would 
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be op^Md to no one. So the voice replied, aud 
bid me open directly, without which he would 
blow the folding leavea of the door into the mid- 
dle of the hall. And therewithai the noiie re> 
commenced, that we thought the house would 
have&lten; and I was in aome measure constrain- 
ed to open the dow, even like a beaeged gani- 
aea which can bold out no loDger," 

5* By my honour, uid it was stoutly done of you 
I must say,^ said Wildrake, who had been listen, 
ing with much interest. " I amtt bold dare-devil 
enough, yet- when I had two inches of oak |dank 
between the actual fiend and me, hang bim that 
would demolish the barrier between us, say I— 
I would as soon, when aboard, bore a hde io the 
ship, and let in the waves ; for you know we al- 
ways compare the devil to the deep sea.^ 

*' Prithee, peace, Wildraka,'" s«d Everard, 
*' and let him' on with bis histoiy.-— Well, and 
what saw'st thou when the door was c^>ened P 
— the great Devil with his horns and daws thou 
wilt say, no doubt.*" 

*' No, dr, I will say nothing hnt what is true : 
"When I undid the door, one man stood tboe, 
and he, to seeming, a man of no extraordinary 
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^qietiraiKe. He wai wrapped m a tsQeU cloak, 
of a scarlet colour, and with a red lining. He 
seemed as if be might have been in his time a 
very handsome man, but there was something of 
paleness and sorrow in his fac&— a long Iq^erlock 
and long bur he w(»e, eren atia the abomina- 
tion of the cavaliers, and the unlovelioess, as 
learned Master Fryone well termed it, ol love- 
locks—a jewel in his ear— A blue scarf over his 
shoulder, like a miUlary commander for the King, 
and a hat with a-wbite plume, bearing a peculiar 
hatband." 

'* Some unhappy officer irf cavaliras, of whom 
so many are in hiding, and seeking shelter through 
the country," Imefly replied Everard. 

" True, worthy air— ri^t aq a judidous ex- 
poutioD. But there was something about this 
man (if he was a nun), wbnu I> for one, could 
not look upon without trembling; nor the mus^ 
ketears wbo were in the hall, without betraying 
roudi alarm, and swallowing^ as they themselves 
will aver, the very bullets which they had in 
tber mouths fitr loading their carabines and mus- 
kjets. Nay, the wolf and deer-doga, that are 



the Serceat of tlinr-kiiid, fled from thb vWtor, 
and crept into bdes and oomers, moaning and 
wulbg in a low and broken traie. He came 
into the middle of the hall, and bUU he aeemed 
no more than an ordinaty man, only aomewhat 
fantaadcfdly dreafied, in a doublet of black velvet 
pinked upon searlet satin undw his cloak, a jewel 
in hia eati with large roses in bis shoes, and a 
kerchief in his hand, which be sometimes pressed 
againtt his left side.*" 

" Gracious Heavoi T said Wildrake, ccMning 
close up to Everard, and whispering in his ear, 
with accents which terror rendered tremulous, (a 
mood <A nund most unusual to the daring man, 
who seemed now overcome by it,) — " it mu^ have 
been poor Dick RotHson the player, in the very 
dress in which I have seen him play FhiUat^:' — 
ay, and drank a jolly bottle with him after it at 
the Mermaid ! I remember bow many £Folicfcs 
we had ti^ether, and all his little fantastic fa- 
shions. He served for his old master, Charles, 
in Mohun's troop, and was murdered by this 
butcber^s dog, as I have heard, after surrender, 
at the battle of Naseby-field." 
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** Hush ! I bsTe heard of the deed," oud Eve- 
nutl ; " £at GodV aake hear the mao to an end. 
— ^Did this vi»tor speak to thee, toy friend ?" 

" Yes, sir, in a pleaaog tone of voice, but 
KHnewbat fanciful in the aiticuUdon, and like 
one who is speaking to an audience as from a 
bar or a pulpit, more than in the Toioe of ordi- 
nary men on ordinary matters. He deured to 
see Major-Greneral Harrison." 

" He did ! — and you," sud Everard, infected 
by the spirit of the time, which, as is well known, 
leaned to credulity upon aS. matters of superna- 
tural agency,—" what did you do ?" 
. " I went np to the parlour, and related that 
such a person inquired for him. He started when 
I told him, and eagerly desired to know the 
man's dress ; but no sooner did I mention his 
dress, and ibe jewel in his ear, than he said, 
* Begone ! tell him I will not admit him to speech 
of me. Say that I defy htm, and will make my 
defiance good at the great battle in the valley of 
Armageddon, when the voice of the angel shall 
call all fowls which fly under the face of heaven 
to feed on the flesh of the c^tain and the soln 
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dier, the var-horse and his rider. Say to the 
Evil One, I have power to appeal our conflict 
even till that day, and that in the front of that 
fearful day he will again meet with Harrison.' 
I went back with this answer to the strango", 
and his face was writhed into such a deadly 
frown as a mere human brow hath seldom worn. 
* Return to him/ he said, ^ and say it is mt 
HOVft ; and that if he -pDme not instantly down to 
speak with me, I will mount the stiurs to htm. 
Say that I commasd him to descend, by the to- 
ken, that, on the field of Naseby, he did not the 
teork ne^genUy^ " 

" I have heard," whiapered Wildrake,— who 
felt more and more strongly the contagion of su. 
perstition, — " that these words were blasphe- 
mously used by Hairieon when he shot my poor 
friend Kck." 

" What happened nextP" said Everanl. « See 
that thou speakest the truth." 

" As gospel unexpounded by a steeple-man," 
stud the independent; ".yet truly it is but little 
I have to say. I saw my master come down, 
with a blank, yet resolved air; and when he en- 
tered the hall and saw the stranger, he made a 
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pause. The other waved on him as if to follow, 
and walked out at the portal. My woithjr pa- 
tron seemed as if he were about to follow, yet 
again paused, when this visitant, be he man or 
fiend, re-entered, and said, ' Obey thy doom. 

< Bj pitbleu DMKb, b; greaowood Dec, 
It i* tby woid to follew nw— 
To follow me tbrougb tbe gbittlf moonlight — 
To follow me ihroogh the ihadowt of night — 
To fcdlow me, oomnde, ilill kit tbou bound l 
I coDJuie Ihee bf the umtaouched woond — ■ 
I conjoK ibee bj tbe lut wotdi 1 ifMAti 
When tbe liody ilept Mid the ipiTit iwolu, . , 
In the mj lait puigi of the dcMDy Mroke.' ' '' 

So saying, he stalked out, and my maitqr fol- 
lowed him into the wood.— I followed also at a 
distance. But when I came up, my master was 
alone, and bearing himself as you now behold 
him." 

" Thou bast had awonderful mesueryjfrimd,^ 
sud the Colonelt coldly, " to remember these 
rhymes in a single recitation— tJiere seems some- 
thing of pracdce in all this." 

"■' A single redtation, my honoured sir?" ex- 
claimed the independent,— ** alack, the rhyme is 
seldian out of my poor mast^''6 mouth, when, as 
sometimes haps, he is less triumphant- in his 
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wrestles with Satan. But it was the fint time 1 
ever heard it uttered by another ; and, to say 
truth, he ever seems to repeat it unmllingly, as a 
child aAsT his pedagogue, and as it was not indi- 
ted by his own bead, as the Psalmist suth." 

" It is strange," said Everard, — "I have heard 
and read that the spirits of the slaughtered have 
strange power over the slayer ; but I am asto- 
nished to believe there may be truth in such tales. 
•*-Roger Wildrake — what art thou afrud of, 
man f^wby dost thou shift thy place thus f" 

" Fear ? it is not fear — it is hate, deadly bate. 
■'—I see the murderer of poor Dick before me, 
ee, he throws himself into a postureof fence 
^''et thou, brood of abutcher*s nia»- 
liff ? thou shalt not want an antagonist" 

Ere any one could stop him, Wildrake threw 
aside his cloak, drew his sword, and Rlmoat with 
a angle bound cleared the distance betwixt him 
and Harrison, and crossed swords with the lat- 
ter, as he stood brandishing his weapon, as if in 
immediate expectation of an assailant Accord- 
ingly, the Republican General was not for an 
instant taken at unawares, but the moment the 
swords clashed, he touted, "Hal I feel thee 
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noT, thou hast come in body at last — Weleonw ! 
welcome !— the sword of the Lord and of Gi- 
defm!" 

« Part thmi, part them," ciied Everard, as-be 
and Tomkins, at first astonished Qt the sudden. 
ness of the affiray, hastened to interfere. Everard, 
staziog on the cavalier, drew him forcibly back< 
wards, wlule Tomkins contrived, with risk and 
difficulty, to master Harrison's sword, while the 
6en»at exclaimed, " Ha .' two to one — two to 
one !— thus fight demons." Wildrake,onbisBide, 
swore a dr^ful oath, and added, " Markbam, 
you have cancelled every obligation I owed you— 
tliey are all out of nght — gone, d— ^ me." 

" You have indeed acquitted these obligadons 
rardy," stwd Everard. " Who knows how this 
itfBut shall be explained and answered ?" 

" I will «nftwer it with my life," said Wild- 
rake. 

<• Good now, be talent," said Tomkins, " and 
kt me manage. It shall be so ordered that the 
good General shall never know that be hath en- 
countered witb a mortal man ; only let that man 
of Moab putlus sword into the scabbard''8 rest, 
and be still." 
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" WUdnike, let me entreat thee to sheathe thy 
' sword," said Everard , " else, im my life, thou 
must turn it against me." 

" No, Y<nre George, not so mad aa that aether 
but III have another day with him." 

*' Thou, aootber day !" exdaimed Horrisro^ 
whose eye had still Pemaiocd fixed on the tpat 
where he found aucb palpable resistance. " Yes, 
I know thee well ; day by day, week by week, 
thou makest the same idle request, for thou 
knowest that my heart quivers at thy vtnce.— 
But my hand trembles not when exposed to thine 
—the spirit ia willing to the combat, if the flesh 
be weak when opposed to that whidi is not of 
the flesh.'" 

" Now, peace all, for Heaven's soke," -.i said 
the steward Tomkina; then added, oddresdng 
his master, " there is no one here, if it please 
your Excdlence, but Tomkins and the worthy 
Colonel EvCTard." 

General Harrison, as sometimes happens in 
cases of partial insanity, (that is, supponng his 
to have been a cose of mental delusion,) thot^ 
vol.. II- D 
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firmly and entirely persuaded of the truth of his 
own visions, yet -was not willing to speak on the 
subject to those vho, he knew, would regard them 
as imaginary. Upon this occaidon he assumed 
the appearance of perfect ease and composure, 
after the violent ablation he had just manifested, 
in a manner which showed how anxious he was to 
disguise his real feelings from Everard, whom he 
consudered as unlikely to participate them. 

He saluted the Colonel with profound cere- 
mony, and talked of the fineness of the evening 
which had summoned him forth of the Lodge, to 
take a turn in the Park, and enjoy the favourable 
veatfaer. He then took Everard by the arm, and 
walked back with him towards the Lodge, Wild. 
rake and Tomkins following close behind and 
leading the horses. Everard, desirous to g^n 
'4fame light on these mysterious incidents, endea- 
voured to come on the subject more than once, by 
a mode of interrogaUoa, which Harrison (for mad- 
m»i are very often unwilling to enter on the sub- 
ject of thdr mental delu^on) parried with some 
skill, or addressed himself for aid to his steward 
T<Mnkins, who was in the habit of being voucher 
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for bis master i^khi aJl occanoas, whidi led to 
Desborou^'s ingenious nickname of Fibbet. 

" And wherefore had you your aword drawn, 
my worthy General* smd Everard, " when you 
. were ooiy on an evenilig walk of pleasure F" 
" Truly, excellent Colonel, these are times 
when men must watch with th^ Icuns girded, 
and their lights burning, and their weapons 
drawn. The day draweth nigh, believe me or not 
as you will, that men must watch lest they be 
found naked and unarmed, when the seven trum- 
pets shall sound. Boot and saddle ; and the pipes 
of Jezer shall stride up, Horse and away." 

" True, good General ; but methought I saw 
you making passes even now as if you were fight- 
ing,'* sud £verard. 

" I am of a strange fantasy, friend Everard," 
answered Harrison ; " and when I walk alone, 
and happen, as but now, to have my weapon 
drawn, I sometimes, for exercise' sake, will prac- 
tise a thrust against such a tree as that. It is a 
silly pride men have in the use of weapons. I 
have been accounted a master of fence, and have 
fought prizes when I was unregeneraled, and 
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before I was called to do my part in the great 
work, enteriog as a trooper into out victtnious 
Generol^s first regiment of horse." 
, " But metbought," sud Everard, " I beard a 
weapon dash with yours ?" 

" How ? a weapon clash wi^ my sword P— 
How could that be, Tomkins T 

" Truly, rir," afud Tomkins, " it must haye 
been a bough of the tree ; they hare them of all 
kinds here, and your honour may have pushed 
agunat one of them, which the Brazilians call 
iron-Wfx)d, a block of which being struck irith a 
hammer, saith Furchas in his Klgrtmage, ring- 
eth like an anvil," 

" Truly, it may be so,* said Harrison ; " for 
these rulers who are gone, assembled in this then 
abode of pleasure many strange trees and {^nts, 
though they gathered not of the fruit of that 
tree, whicli beareth twelve manner of fruits, or 
of those leaves wHch are the healing of the na< 
tione." 

Everard pursued his investigatitm ; tor he was 
struck with the manner in which Harrison eva- 
ded bis questions, and the dexterity with which 
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he threw hU transcendental and fanatical notions, 
like a sort of veil, over the darker TiaicHU excited 
by remorae and conicious guilt. 

" But," said he, " if I may tn«t my eye« and 
ears, I cannot but still think diat you bad • real 
ontt^Dist— Nay, I am sure I saw a felloir, in a 
dark^ccJoured Jerkin, retreat through the wood," 

" I>id you ?" said Harriam, with a tiHie of 
aurpnee, while his voice faltered in apite of him, 
" Who could he be P— Tomkios, did you see the 
fellow Colond Everard talks (^ wilh the napkin 
in bis hand — the bloody napkin which he always 
preased to bit side P" 

This last expression, in whidi Hamsoa gave 
a mark different from that which Everard had 
aeugned, but eorrespcmding to Tomkins's oiigi- 
nal deao^ption of the supposed spef^re, had moFG 
^^t on Ererard in ooofirming the steward's 
story, than anylbing he had witnessed or beard. 
The Toudier answered the draft upon him as 
promptly as usual, that be had seen such a fellow 
glide past them into the ttucket — that he daresay 
he was some deer-stealer, for he hod beard they 
were become very audaoous. 
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" Look ye there now. Master Everard," said 
Harrison, hurrying from the subject — " Is it not 
time now that we should lay a^de our contro- 
versies, and join hand in hand to repairing the 
breaches of our Zion t Happy and contented 
were I, my excellent friend, to be a treader of 
mortar, or a bearer of a hod, upon this occarion, 
under our great leader, with whom -Providence 
lias gone fOTth in this great national controversy.; 
and truly, so devoutly do I hold by our excel- 
lent and victorious General Oliver, whom Heaven 
long preserve — that were he to command me, I 
should not scruple to [^uck forth of his high 
place the man whom they call Speaker, even as 
I lent a poor hand to pluck down the man whom 
they called King. — Wherefwe, as I know your 
judgment holdeth with mine on this matter, let 
me urge unto you lovingly, that we may act as bre- 
thren, and build up the breaches, and re-establish 
the bulwarks of our English Zion, whereby we 
shall be doubtless chosen as pillars and buttresses, 
under our excellent Lord General, for support- 
ing and sustaining the same, and endowed with 
proper revenues and incomes, both spiritual and 
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temporal, to sens as a pedestal, on which «« 
may stand, seeing that otberwiae our foundaUon 
will be on the loose sand .^Nevertheless," con- 
tinued he, his nund again diverging from his 
views of temporal ambition into his visions of 
the FlCth Monarchy, " these things are but t»- 
mty in respect of the opening of the book which 
is sealed ; for all things approach speedily towards 
lightning and thundering, and unloouog of the 
■ great dragon from the bottomless pt, wherdn he 



With this mingled strain of earthly politics, 
and fanatical prediction, Harrison so overpowered 
Colonel Everard, as to leave him no time to urge 
him further on the particular circumstances of 
his nocturnal skirnush, concerning which it is 
plain he had no deure to be iDtem^atedi They 
now reached the Lodge <^ Woodstock. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

Now the VMled broBit do glow. 

While lb««tnali-swl, awmdiPi,' load, 
Put! ihe wretch that lk> in wot, 



Now it it tfae time at night 
That, the gram all gsfHOg wide, 

Id the chuiduwBj palhi to glide. 

Upktummtr Xlghet Dream. 

KinttS Ybe gdM )rf ^ {Mlaoe die ^APdE «ete 
iem idouUed. Evtiwrd ddfflUided die reaaan of 
iMs Irani ttK «dt|nKd, vheM be found in tliie bdl 
with his Bf^dkm, rittingtwcleq^Bg^uiMimlngreat 
fire, miuntained at the expense of the carved 
(^ain and benches with fragments of which it 
was furnished. 

*' Why, verily," answered the man, *' the corps 
de garde, as your worship says, will be harassed 
to pieces by such duty ; nevertheless, fear hath 
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gone abroad among us, and no one man will 
mount guard alone. We have drawn in, how- 
ever, one or two of our outposts from Banbury 
and elsewhere, and we are to have a relief from 
Oxford to-morrow.^ 

Bvenird continued minute inquiries concern- 
ing the sentinels that were posted within as 
well as without the Castle ; and found that, as 
they had been stationed under the eye of Harri- 
son himself, the rules of prudent disdpline had 
been exactly observed in die distribution <^ the 
posts. There remuned nothing therefore for Co- 
lonel Everard to do, excepting that, remembering 
his own adventure of ^e evening, to recommend 
that an addiUonal sentinel should be placed, with 
a companion, if judged indispensable, in that ves- 
tibule, or anti-room, from which the kmg gallery 
where he had met with the rencounter, and other 
suites of apartments, diverged. The corporal re- 
spectfully promised all obedience to bis orders. 
The serving-men being called, appeuvd aho in 
double force. Everard demanded to know whe- 
Aer Ote Commisfnoners had gone to bed, or whe- 
ther he could get speech with them P 
" They are in their bed-room, forsooth," replied 
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<me of the fellows ; " but I think be not ;et un- 
dressed.'* 

" What !" said Ever^rd, " are Colonel Des. 
borough and Master Bleteoa both in the same 
sleeping apartment P*^ 

" Their honours have bo chosen it,'' said the 
man ; " and their honours* secretaries remain 
upon guard all night." 

" It is the fashion to double guards all over 
the house," said Wildrake. " Had I a glimpse of 
a good'looking house-maid now,-! should know 
how to foil into the fashion.*' 

" Peace, fool 1" said Evtrard.— " And where 
are the Mayor and Master Holdenou^ P" 

" The Mayor is returned to the borough om 
horseback, behind the trooper, who goes to Ox* 
ford for the reinforcement ; and the man of ,^» 
steeple-bouse hath quartered himeelf in the chanv- 
ber which Colonel Desborough had last night, 
being that in which he is most likely to meet the 

your honour understands. The I^ord pity 

us, we are a harassed family !" 

*■* And where be General Harrison's knaves," 
said T<Hnkins, " that they do not marshal him 
to his apartment ?" 
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" Here— here— here, Master Tomkins," said 
three fellotrs, presung forward, with the tame con- 
EsteroatKHi on their faces which seemed to pervade 
the whole inhabitants of Woodstock. 

" Away with you then,'' said Tomkins ;-<— 
" apeak not to his worship — you see he is oot in 
the humour.'" 

" Indeed," observed Colonel Everard, " he 
looks singularly wan— his features seem writhen 
as by a palsy stroke ; and though he was talking 
so faat while we came along, he hath not opened 
his mouth mnce we come to the light." 

*' It is his manner after such visitations," said 
Ttxnkins.^" Give his honour your arms, Zede- 
kiah and Jonathan, to lead him off— I will follow 
instantly .^You, Nicodemus, tarry to wait upon 
me — it is not well walking alone in this manaoa." 

" Master Tomkins," stud Everard, " I have 
heard of you often as a sharp, intelligent man — 
tell me fiufly, are you in eaniest afraid of any. 
thing supernatural haunting this house P" 

*' X would beloath to run the chance, ^r," said 
Twukitis very gravely ; *' by looking on my wor- 
shipful master, you may form a guess how the 
living look after they have spoken with the dead." 
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He bowed low, and took his leave. Everard 
proceeded to the chamber which the two Ktoala- 
ing CommisuonerB had, for. comfort's sake^ cho- 
sen to inhabit in company. Thej were preparing 
for bed as he went into thar apartment. Both 
started as the door opened^-Jx>tJi rej<Hced when 
they saw it was only Everard who entered. 

" Hark ye hithw," said Bletsoo, pulling him 
a^de, " safest thou evra- ass equal to Desbo- 
rough P—^e fcUow is as big as on ox, and as 
timorous as a sheep. He has insisted on my 
sleeping here to protect him. Shall we bave a 
merry night oa% ha? We will, if thou wilt take 
the third bed, which was }Nrepared for Harriaoa ; 
but be is gone out, like a mooncalf, to look for 
the valley of Anaageddcm in the Park of Wood- 
stock." 

" Greneral Harrison has returned with me but 
now," said Everard, 

" Nay but, as I shall live, he oomes not into 
our aputment," said Desborough, overfaeaiing 
his answer. *' No man that has been supping, 
for aught I know, with the Devil, has a right to 
sleep among Christian folks." 
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" He does not propose so,^ said Everard ; 
" be slee^ aa I understaad, apart — and alone.'" 

" Not quite alone, I dare say,'' said Desbo. 
rough ; " for Harrison hath a sort of attraction 
for goblins — they fly round bim like moths about 
a candle : But, I prithee, good Ererard, do thou 
stay with us. I know not bow it is, but although 
thou hast not thy religion always in thy mouth, 
nor speakest many hard words about it, like Har- 
rison—nor makeat long preachments, like a cer- 
Uun most honourable relation of mine who shall 
be nameless, yet somehow I feel myself safer in 
thy cunpany than with any of them. ^ for 
this Bletson, he is such a mere blasphemer, that 
I fear the Devil will carry him away ere mom> 
ing." 

** Did you ever heiu* such a paltry ooword ?" 
siud Bletson, apart to Everard. " Do tarry, 
however, mine honoured Colonel — I know your 
z^ to assist the distressed, and you aee Des- 
boitnigh is in that predicament, that he will 
require near him more than one good example to 
prevent him thinking of ^otte and Geods.^ 

" I am sorry I cannot oblige you, gentlenen," 
said Ererard; " but I have settled my mind to> 
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sle^ in Victor Lee^a apartment, so I wish jou 
good night ; and, if you would repose without 
disturbance, I would advise that you ctunmend 
yourselves, during tlje watches of the night, to 
Him unto whom night is even as mid-day. I 
had intended to have spoke with yon this even- 
ing on the subject of my being here ; but I will 
defer the conference iiR to-morrow, when, I 
think, I will be able to show you excellent rea- 
sons for leaving Woodstock." 

'* We have seen plenty such already," sud 
Desborough ; " for one, I came here to serve the 
estate, with some moderate advantage doubtless 
to myself for my trouble : but if I am set upon 
my head again to-night, as I was the night before, 
I would not stay longer to gain a king's crown, 
for I am sure my neck would be unfitted to bear 
the weight of it." 

" Giood night," exclaimed Everard; and was 
about to go, when Bletson again pressed close, 
and whispered to him, ** Hark thee, Colonel — ^you 
know my friendship for thee — I do implore thee 
to leave the door of diy apartment open, that if 
thou meetest with any disturbance, I may hear 
thee call, and be with thee upon the very instant. 
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Do tlus, dear Everard, my fears for thee will 
keep me awake else ; for I know that, notwith- 
standing your excellent sense, you entertain some 
of those superstitious ideas which we suck in 
with our mother's milk, and which constitute the 
ground of our fears in situations like the present ; 
therefore leave thy door open, if you love me, that 
you may have ready assistance from me in case 
' of need." 

** My master," said Wildrake, " trusts, first, 
in his Bible, tdr, and then in his good swtml. 
He has no idea that the Devil can be baffled by 
the charm of two men lying in one room, still 
less that the foul fiend can be argued out of ex- 
istence by the Nullifidians of the Rota." 

Everard seized his imprudent friend by (he 
collar, and dragged him off as he was speaking, 
keeping fast hold of him till they were both in 
the chamber of Victor Lee, where they had slept 
on a former occasion. Even then he continued 
to hold Wildrake, until the servant had arranged 
the lights, and was dtfimisged from the room ; 
then letting him go, addressed him with the up- 
braiding question, " Art thou not a prudent and 
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sagacious person, who in limes like these seeV 
every opportunity to argue yourself into s broil, 
or embnnl yourself in an argument? Out on 
you !" 

" Ay, out on me, indeed,'" said the cavalin; 
" out on me for a poor tame-sinnted creature, 
that Eubmite to be bandied about in this man- 
ner, by a man who is nrither better bom nor bet- 
ter bred than myself. I tell thee, Mark, you 
make an unf^r use of your advantages over me. 
Why will you not let me go from you, and live 
and die after my own fashion ?" 

" Because, before we had been a week b^>»- 
rate, I should hear of your dying after the fa- 
shion of a dog. Come, my good friend, what 
madness was it in thee to fall foul on Hwrison, 
and then to enter into useless argument with 
Bletaon?" 

" Why, we are in the DeviPs house, I think, 
and I would willingly give the landlord his due 
wherever I travel. To have sent him Harrison, 
or Bletson now, just as a lunch to stop his appe- 
Ute, till Crom— " 

** Hush ! stone walls have ears," said Eversrd, 
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hx^ii^ around him. *' Hen stands thy night- 
drink. Look to thy arms, for ve must be as care, 
ful as if the Avenger of Blood were behind us. 
Yonder is thy bed— and I, as thou seest, have 
one prepared in the parlour. The door only 
divides us." 

*' Whkb I will leave open, in caae thou should^t 
hollo for asnstance, as yonder NuJlifidian hath 
it.— But how hast thou got all this so well put in 
order, good patron ?" ■* 

*' I gave the steward Tomkins notice of my 
purpose (o sleep here." 

;' A strange feliow that," said Wildrake, " and, 
as I judge, has taken measure of every one's 
foot— all seems to pass through his hands." 

" He b, 1 have understood,'" replied Sverard, 
'■' one of the men formed by the times— has a 
r«ady gift gf preaching and expounding, which 
ke^» hijb in high terms with the Independents*; 
and recommends himself to the more moderate 
peo^ by hU intelligence and activity." 

" Has his uncerity ever been doubted ?'" said 
WUdrake. 

" Never, tliat I heard of," said ihe.Colonet; 

VOL. II. K 
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** on the contrary, be has heea familiarly ctUgd 
Honest Joe, and Trusty Tomkins. For my part, 
I believe his nncerity has always k^ pace with 
his interest.— But come, finish thy cup, and to 
bed.^What, all emptied at one draught !^ 

" Adszookers, yes— my tow forbids me to 
make two on't; but, never fear — the nightcap 
will only warm my brajn, not clog it. So, man 
or devil, give me notice if you are disturbed, and 
rely wi me in a twinkling," So saying, the cava. 
Her retreated into his separate i^tartment, and 
Colonel Evenird, taking off the moat cumbrous 
part of his dress, lay down in Us hose and dou- 
blet, and composed himself to rest. 

He was awakened firom sleep by a slow and 
solonn Btfun of munc, which died away as at a 
distance. He started up, and felt for hu arms, 
which he found close bende him. His tempo- 
rary bed being without curbuns, he could look 
around him mthout difficulty ; but as thwe re^ 
mained in the chimney only a few red «mber« of 
the fire, which he bad arranged beftn-e he went to 
sleep, it was impossible he could discern any- 
tlung. He felt, therefore, in spite of his natural 
courage, that undefined and thrilling species of 
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tremor which attends a sense that danger is near, 
and an uncertainty concerning its cause and di^ 
meter. Reluctant as heiras to yield belief to sup»- 
natural occurrences, ve have already said he wss 
not absolutely incredulous ; aa perhaps, even in 
this more sceptical age, there are many fever 
complete and absolute infidels on this particular 
than ^ve themselres out for audi. Uncertain 
whether he had not dreamed of these sounds 
which seemed yet in his ears, he was unwilling 
to risk the ndllery of his friend by summoning 
him to his as^stance. He sat up, therefore, in 
his bed, not without experiencing that nervous 
agitation to which brave men as well as cowards are 
subject; with this diference, that the one anks 
under it, like the vine under the hail-storm, and 
the other collects his energies to shake it off, an 
the cedar of Lebanon is sdd to elevate its bou^s 
to disperse the snow which accumulates upon 
them. 

The story of Harrison, in his own absolute 
despite, and notwithstanding a secret suspicion 
which he had of trick or connivance, returned on 
his mind at this dead and solitary hour. Har- 
rison, he remembered, had described the vision 



U.g,l:«l by Google 



68 WOOUSTOfK. 

by a circuai&Uiice of its appcamnce different from 
that which his own remark had been calculated 
to suggest to the mind of the visooary ; — that 
bloody napkin, always pressed to the ^de, was 
then a circumstance present ^ther to his bodily 
eye, or to that of hb a^tated imaginatiop. Sid, 
then, the murdered revisit the living haunts 
of those who had forced them from the stage 
with all their sins unaccounted for ? And if they 
did, mi^t not the same pamisuoa autliotize 
other vi^tations of a Mrailor nature, to warn— to 
instruct — to punish? Rash are they, was his cc»i- 
cluuon, and credulous, who receiTe as truth every 
tale of the kind ; but no less rash may it be, to 
limit the power of the Creator over the works 
which he has made, and to suppose that, by the 
permission of the Author of Nature, the laws of 
Nature may not, in peculiar cases, and for high 
purposes, be temporarily suspended. 

While these thoughts passed through Evc- 
lard^s mind, fedings unknown to him, even when 
he stood first on the rough and perilous edge of 
battle, gained ground upon him. He feared he 
knew not what ; and where an open and discerni- 
ble peril would have drawn out his courag*, the 
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absolute uncertiunty of his aituation increased 
hia sense of the danger. He felt an almost irrc- 
dstiblc desire to spring from his bed and heap 
fuel on the dying embers, expecting by the blaze 
to see some strange sight in his chamber. He 
was also strongly tempted to awaken Wildrake ; 
but ^ame, stronger than fear itself, checked 
these impulses. What ! should it be thought 
that Markbam Everard, held one of the best sol- 
diers who had drawn a sword in this sad wa^^ 
Markham £verard, who had obtained such dis- 
tinguished rank in the army of the Parliament, 
though so young in years, was afraid of remain- 
ing by himself in a twilight-room at midnight ? 
—It never should be said. 

This was, however, no charm for his unplea- 
sant current of thought. There rushed on his 
mind the various traditions of Victor Lee's cham- 
ber, which, though he had often despised them 
as vague, unauthenticated, and inconsistent ru- 
mours, engendered by ancient superstition, and 
transmitted from generation to generation by 
loquacious credulity, bad yet something in them, 
which did not tend to allay the present un> 
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pleasant state (^ his nerves. Then, when he 
recollected the erenta of that veiy aftemocHi» 
the weapon pressed against bis throat, and the 
strong arm which threw him badtward on the 
floor— if the remembrance served to contradict 
the idea of ffitting phantoms, and unreal dag- 
gers, it certainly induced him to believe, that 
there was in some part oF this extensive mansion 
a party of cavaliers, or maUgnants, harboured, 
who might arise in the night, ov^power the 
guards, and execute upon them all, but on Har- 
riaon in particular, as one of the r^^cide judges, 
that vengeance, which was so eagerly thirsted for 
by the attached followers of the slaught^^ mo. 
narch. 

He endeavoured to console himself on this 
subject, by the number and position of the 
guards, yet still was dissatisfied with himself for 
not having taken yet more exact precauticnts, and 
for keeping an extorted promise of ulence, which 
might consign so many of his party to the dan- 
ger of assassination. These tlioughts, connected 
with his military duties, awaktoed another train 
of reflections. He bethought himself, that alt he 
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could now do, vaa to vint the sentries, and as- 
certiun that they were awake, alert, on the watch, 
and so situated, that id time of need thejr might 
be raady to support each (dber.— " This better 
befits me,^ be thought, " than to be bne like a 
child, frigbtcning myself with the old womon^s 
legend, which I have laughed at when a boy. 
What if old Victor Lee was a sacrilegious man, 
as common r^urt goes, and brewed ale in the 
font which he brought from the ancient palace of 
Holyrood, while church and building were in 
Aunes P And what if bis eldest son was when a 
child scalded to death in the same ressel ? How 
many churches have been demoli^ied since his 
time ? How many fonts desecrated F So many 
indeed, that were the vengeance of Heaven to 
vifat such a^^resaions in a supernatural manner, 
no comer in £ng1and, no, not the most petty 
parish church, but would have its apparition.^ 
Tnah, these are idle fandes, unworthy, espedal- 
ly, to be entertained by those educated to believe 
that sanctity rewdes in the intention and the act, 
not in the biul^gs or fonts, ot the fiwm of wm- 
ship.'' 
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As thus be caUed together the articles of his 
Calvinistic creed, the bell of the great clodt (a 
token seldom silent in such narrativci) tolled three, 
and was immediately followed l^ the hoarse call 
of the sentinels through vaalt and gallery, up 
stairs and beneath, diallenging and answering 
each other with the usual watch-word. All's well. 
Thdi voices mingled with the deep boom of Ae 
bell, yet ceased before that was silrait, and when 
they had died away, the Ungling echo of the pro- 
longed knell was scarcely audible. Ere yet that 
last distant Ungling had finally subsided into n- 
lence, it seemed as if it i^ain was awakened ; and 
Everard could hardly judge at first whether a new 
echo had taken up the falling cadence, or whether 
some other and separate sound was disturUng 
anew the nlence to wluch the deep knell had, as 
its Yoice ceased, conngned the andent mansion 
and the woods around it. 

But the doubt was soon cleared up. The mu- 

aeei tones, which had mingled with the djFing 

- echoes of the knell, seemed at first to prolong, 

and afterwards to surviTe them. A wild strain 

of melody, beginning at a distance, and grow- 
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ing louder as it advanced, seemed to put ftcMn 
room to room, from calnnet to galtery, fi»m 
hall to bower, through the deserted and disho- 
noured ruins of the andeot residence of so many 
soverragns ; and, as it approached, no wldier gave 
alarm, nor (Ud any of the numerous guests of ts- 
rioua d^ees, vho spent an unpleasant and terri- 
fied night in that ancient mannon, sena to dare to 
wmounce to each other the inexplicable cause of 
apprenension ■ 

Everard's excited state of mind did not permit 
bim to be so passive. The sounds ^iproacbed so 
nigfa, that it seemed they were pcrfonning, in the 
very next apartment, a solemn service for the dead, 
when he gave the alarm, by calling loudly to bis 
trusty attendant and friend Wildralce, who slum- 
bered in the next chamber with only a door be- 
twixt them, and even that ajar. 

" Wildrake— Wildrake f— Up— up ; Dost thou 
not bear the ahtrm ?" 

There was no answer from Wildrake, though 
the mnrical sounds, which now rung through the 
apartment as if the perfbnners had actu^y been 
within its precincts, would have been sufficient to 
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■waken « sleeping persmi, even without the shout 
of his coBOTRde and patron. 

" Alann 1— Roger Wildiake— alarm t" i^un 
called ETcrard, getting out of bed and grasping 
his weapons. — " Get a light, and cry alarm." 

There was no answer. His voice died away as 
the sound of the music seemed also to die ; and 
tile same soft sweet voice, which still to his think- 
ing resemUed that of Alice I.ee, was heard in his 
apartmmt, and, as he thought, at no ^stance finnn 

*' YoBT comrade will not answer,^ said the low 
ao!t voice. " Those only hear the alarm whose 
coDsdeaices feel the call." 

'* Again this mummery T' said Edward. " I 
am better armed than I was of late ; and but (at 
the sound of that voice, the speaker had bought 
his trifling dear.'' 

It was singular, we may iJiBerve ia passing, that 
. the instant the distinct sounds (£ the human voice 
were heard by Everaid, all ides of supnnatoial 
intcxfcTcnce was at an end, and the duunn by 
which he bad been formerly fettered tappemd to 
be lm)ken ; so much is the influence of imaginary 
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QT supentitknn terroi dqiendint (m fis aa le- 
spectB Btrong judgments at least) upoD vhst u 
vague or amhiguaus ; aad so readily do distinct 
tones, and ezpresi ideas, bring such judgments 
badi to the cuncnt al oidioaiy life. The voice le- 
turned answer, as addreaang his. thoughts as veil 
as his words. 

" We hiugh at the we^Mms thou tlunkeit 
should terrify us — Over the guardians of Wood- 
stodc they have no power. Fire if thou wilt, 
and try the efPect of thy weapons. But know, 
it is not our purpose to harm thee — thou art of 8 
falcon Ineed, and noble in thy disposititm, though, 
unreclaimed and ill nartured, thou bauntest wiUi 
kites and carrion crows. Wing thy flight &om 
hence on the morrow, for if thou tarriest with 
the bats, ovls, vultures, and ravens, which have 
thought to nestle here, thou wilt inevitably share 
their &te- Away then, that these halls may be 
swe^ and garnished for reception of those who 
have a better right to inhabit them." 

Bvoard answered in a raised voic& — " Once 
mote I warn you, think not to defy me in vun. I 
am DO child to be frightmed by goblins^ tales ; and 
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no cowan], armed aa I am, to be alanned at tbe 
threats of bandit^ If I give you a moment's in- 
dulgence, it is for the sake of dear and mt^;tiided 
ftieods, who may be concerned with this dangennis 
gambol. Enow, 1 can bring a troop of soldtera 
round the castle, who will search its most inward 
recesses for tbe author of this audacions froUc ; 
and if that search should fail, it will cost but a 
few barrels of gunpowder to make the mansion a 
he^ of ruins, and bury under ^cm the aotliors of 
8U(di an Ul-judged pastime.^ 

" You apeak proudly, Sir Colonel,'" said an- 
other voice, Eomilar to that harsher and strmger 
tone by which he had been addressed in the gal- 
lery ; *' try your cour^^ in this direction." 

" You should not dare me twice," arid Colonel 
Bverard, " had I a glimpseof light to take aim 
by." 

As he spoke, a sudden gleam of light was 
thrown with a brilliancy which abnost daszled 
tbe speaker, showing distinctly a form somewhat 
resembling that of Victor Lee, as represent- 
ed in his picture, holding in the one hand a 
lady ctHupletely micd, and in the other his Ictd- 
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ing~BUff, or truncbeon. Bo^ figures were ani- 
mated, and, as it appeared, standing witliin aix 
feet of him. 

" Were it not for the woman," said Everard, 
" I would not be thus mortally dared." 

" Spare not for the female form, but do your 
worst," replied the same voice. *' I defy you.^' 

" Bepeat your defiance when I have eountcd 
thrice," sud Brerard, " and take the puniahmeiit 
of your insoUnce. Ooce — I have codied my jaa- 
tol — ^Twice — I never misaed my aim — ^By all that 
ia sacied, I fire if you do not withdraw. When 
I pronounce the next number, I will ahoirt you 
dead where you stand. I am yet unwUling to shed 
blood— I give you another chance of flight — once 

— twice — THEICE." 

Sveracd aimed at the boEom, and cUscha^ed hift 
pistol. The figure waved ita arm in an attitude of 
scorn ; and a loud laugh arose, diving which the 
li^t, as gradually growing weaker, danced and 
gUmmered upon the apparition of the aged kn^ht, 
and then disappeared. Everard's life-blood ran 
cold to Us heart — " Had he been of human mould,"" 
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he thought, '* the bullet must hsve ^eiced him 
— and I have neithw will nor power to fight with 
supernatural beings." 

The feeling of oppression was now so strong as 
to be actually sickening. He groped his way, 
however, to the fireside, and flung on the embers, 
which were yet Reaming, s handful of dry iuel. 
It presmtly biased, and afibrded him light to see 
the room in every direc^on. He looked cautious- 
ly, almost timidly, around, and half expected 
some horrible phantom to become visible. But he 
saw nothing save the old furniture, the read- 
ing-desk, and other articles, which had been left 
in the same state as when Sir Henry Lee depart- 
ed. He felt an uncontrollable desire, mingled 
with mudi repugnance, to look at the portrait of 
the andent knight, which the form he had seen 
so strongly resembled. He hesitated betwixt the 
opponng feelings, but at length snatched, with des- 
perate resolution, the taper which he had extin- 
guished, and relighted it, ere the blaze of the fuel 
had again died away. He held it up to the an- 
cient portrait of Victor Lee, luid gazed on it 
with eager curiosity, not unmingled with fear. 
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i terrors of bis earlier days re- 
turned, and be thouj^Iit the severe pale eye of the 
ancieDt wamw followed his, and menaced him 
with its displeasure. And although he quickly 
a^ed himself out of such an absurd belief, yet 
the mixed feelings of his mind were expressed in 
words that seemed half addressed to the sncieot 
portrait. 

** Soul of my modier''8 ancestor,* be sud, ** be 
it for weal or for woe, by deugtiing men, or by 
flopernatnral bmgs, that these ancient balls are 
disturbed, I am resolved to leave them on the 
morrow." 

" I rejoice to hear it, with all my soul,* said a 
voice behind him. 

He turned, saw a tall figure in white, with s 
sort of turban upon its head, and dropping the 
candle in the exertion, instantly grappled with it. 
" TTtou at least art palpable,^ Ke said. 
" FalpaUe ?" answered he whom he grasped so 
strongly — " *Sdeath, methinks you might know 
that without the risk of choking me ; and if you 
loose me not. 111 show you that two can play at 
the game of wrestling." 
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" R<^^ Wildrake !" vaA Everwd, letting the 
cavslier loose, and stepping back. 

^ R(^[ei Wildrake ? ay, truly. Did you take 
me for Roger Bacon, come to hdp you to raise 
tbe devil P — for the place smells of sulfur con- 
sumedly.^ 

" It is the [Hstol I fired — Did you not hear 
it?" 

'" Why yes, it was tbe first thing waked me — 
for that nigbt-c^ which I pulled tm, made me 
deep like a dormouse— Pshaw, I feel my bruus 
giddy with it yet." 

" And wherefore come you not on the iostuit f . 
—I never needed help more.*' 

" I came as fast as I could," answered Wil- 
drake ; '■' but it was Bome time ere I got my senses 
collected, for I was dreaming of that cursed field 
at Naseby — and then the door of my room was 
shut, and hard to open, till I played the lock- 
smith with my foot" 

" How ? it was open when I went to bed," sud 
Everard. 

" Itwas locked whenlcome out ofbed though," 
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Mud Wildrake, " uitl I mirrel you beotd me not 
whea I forced it open." 

** My niBd was occupied otherwiBej^ and Eve- 
rard. 

*' Wen.'' sud WUdreke, " but what has hap- 
pened f — Here am I bolt upright, and ready tn 
fight, if this yawning fit will give me lesre— Mo- 
ther ]ledcap''a migfatieet is weaker than I drank 
h»t night, by a buahd to a badeycont— I have 
quaf^ the very dixir of malt — Ha — yaw." 

" And some oinate besideB, I should think," 
siidErerard. 

" Very like— veiy like — less than the fnstol- 
shot would not waken me ; evai me, who with but 
an ordinary grace-cup sleep as lightly as a maid- 
en on the tirst of May, when she watdiea for the 
earliest beam to go to gather dew. But what are 
yon about to do next F" 

" Nothing," answoed Everard. 

" Nothing?^ said Wildrake, in sorptise. 

'* I speak it," said Colonel Ererard, " less for 
your information, than for that of otlicrs who may 
bear me, that I will leave the Lodge this mwn- 
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ing, and, if it is possible, remove the Comtnis- 
monen." 

" Hark," atad WQdrske, " do you not bear 
Gome noise, like the distant sound of the apptanse 
<^ a theatre P The goblins of the place rgoice in 
yonr departiue." 

*' I shall leave Woodstock," said Everard, ^* to 
the occupaUon of my uncle Sir Henry Lee, and 
his funity, if they choose to resume it ; not that 
I am frightened into this as a concession to the 
series of artifices which have been played off on 
this occasion, but solely because such was my in- 
t ration from the be|^ning But let me warn," (he 
added, raising hia voice,) — " let me warn the par- 
ties (wncerded in this combination, that though it 
may pass off aucces^lly on a fool like Desbo- - 
rough, a visionary like Harrison, a eovnti like 
Bletson " 

Here a voice distinctly spoke, as standing near 
them—" Or a vise, moderate, and resolute per- 
son, Uke Colonel Everard." 

" By Heaven, the voice came from the picture," 
said Wildrake, drawing his sword; '* I will jHnk 
his plaited armour for him^"* 
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" Offer no violence," said Evened, startled at 
tlic interruptioii, but resuming with firmnesB what 
he was SHying,— " I>t those eogaged be aware, that 
however this string of artifices may be immediate- 
ly Buccees&l, it must, when closely looked into, be 
attended with the ponishment of all cbncemed— 
the total demolition of Woodstock, and the irre- 
mediable downfitU of the &nuly of Lee. Let all 
concerned think of this, Mid denat in time.'" 

He paused, and ahnost expicted a reply, but ' 
none came. 

" It is a very odd thing," said Wildrake ; " but 
— yaw-ba — my brain cannot compass it just now ; 
it whirls round like a toast in a bowl of musca- 
dine ; I must sit down — hew-yaw — «id discuss it 
at leisure— Gramercy, good elbow-cbfur." 

So saying, he threw himself, or rather sank 
gradually down, on a large easy-ch^, which had 
been often pressed by the wei^t of stout Sir 
Henry Lee, and in an instant was sound asleep. 
EvQtard was tia &om fedtng the same inclination 
for slumber, yet his mind was relieved of the ap- 
prehension of any farther vintation that night ; 
for he conntfered his treaty to evacuate Wood- 
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stock, as made known to, and accepted io all pro- 
bability, by those wbom the intrusion of the Com- 
misnoBers had induced to take such mnpHar mea- 
sures for expelling tfaem. His opinion, wHch had 
for a time bent towards a belief in something su- 
pernatural in the disturbances, had now returned 
to the more rational mode of accounting for them, 
fay dnterous comlnnation, for which such a man- 
uoB as Woodstock afforded so many fiuilities. 
* He heaped ihi health with fiiel, lighted the 
candle, and examining poor Wildrake^s ntuatinn, 
adjusted him as easily in the chair as he could, the 
cavalier stirring his limbs no more than an infimt. 
His situation went far, in big patron's opinion, to 
infer trick and confederacy, for ghosts have no oc- 
caoon to drug men's possets. He threw himself cm 
the bed, and while he thoughttheK strange circiim- 
stances over, a sweet and low strun of music stde 
through the chamber, the words " Good nif^t— 
good night — good night,^ thrice repeated, each 
time in a softer and more distant tone, seeming to 
assure him that the goblins and he were at truce, 
if notat peace, and that he had no mdu disturbance 
to expect diat night. He had scarcely the ooiinge 
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to call.out a " good niglit i" for, afUr all his goii< 
victionof the esiBteaee of a trick, it was bo well peN 
fimned as to bring with it a feeling of fear, just like 
vhat an audience feel during the perfbnnance of 
» tragic scene, which they know to be unreal, and 
which yet afiects their passions by its near ap. 
proach to nature. Sleep overtook him at last, and 
left him not till broad day-light on the ensuing 
moming. 
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Anil irondcr ihincs Auron't hacbingu. 

At whose approMb ghoitt, wMidcring h«Tc and theic. 

Troop home lo chmch-jud— ~ 

midaiiHmer'i Night' i Dream. 



With the fresh air, and the rising of morning, 
every feeling of the preceding night had passed 
away from Colonel Everard's mind, excepting won- 
der how the effecte which he had witnessed could be 
produced. He examined the whole room, sound- 
ing bolt, floor, and wainscot, with hio knuckles 
and cane, but was unable to discern any secret 
passages ; while the door, secured by a strong cfosb 
bolt, and the lock besides, remained as firm as whra 
be had listened it on the preceding evening. The 
appariuon resembling Victor Lee nest called his 
attenUoR, Ridiculous storieij had been often cir- 
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cuLaled, of this figure, or uaeeuctly [esemUing 
it, liaving beec met with 1^ ni^t auHH^ the 
wa3te^»rtmeiits and corridors of the old palaoe ; 
and Maridiam Everurd had often beud such in 
his, childhood. He was angiy to lecoUect his own 
deficiency of coutfige, and the UitiU which be felt 
OD the preceding nij^t, when by confederacy, 
doubtless, such an olgect was placed before his 
eyes, 

" Surely," he sidd, " tliis fit of childish fUly 
conld not make me misa my aim — more likely 
that the bullet had been w^idrawnclandesdnely 
from my pi^l." 

He examined that which was undischarged — be> 
found the bullet in it. He investigated the apart- 
ment oppo^te to the point at which he had fired^ 
and, at five feet&om thefloor in « direct lii)e, be- 
tween tl>c bedside and the place where ihe appear- 
ances had b^en seen, a pistol-ball had recently 
buried itself in the wainscot He had Uttle doubt, 
therrfore, that he had fired in a Just direction ; 
aad indeed to have arrived at Uie phce vhere it 
was lodged, the bullet must have pasecd through 
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tbe BppearMH« st which he umed, and proceeded 
point Uank to the will beyond. 'X*his wm nyrte- 
rioiu, and induced him to doubt whether the art of 
witchcraft at colouration had not been calleil in to 
ssrist the machinations of those daring consinni- 
ton, who, h&ag tbemielvea mwtal, might, nertr- 
thelesB, according to the univosal creed of tbe 
tanee, have invoked and obtained auistance fivna 
tbe inbatntaDtB of another world. 

His Dtxt inves^aticn respected the picture of 
Victor Lee itsdf. He examined it minutely as he 
stood on the floor beftwe it, and compared its pale, 
shadowy, faindy-traced outlines, its laded odours^ 
the stem repose of the ey^ and deathlike pallid- 
ness of the countenance, with its diflerent aspect on 
the preceding night, when illuminated by the ar- 
tificial light which fell fidl upon it, while it left 
every other part of the room in comparative daA< 
Bess. The features seemed then to have an uunatu- 
itl glow, whik the riung and falling of the flame in 
the chimney gave die bead and limbs something 
which resemUed the appearance of actual motim. 
Now, seen by day, it was a mere jncturc of the 
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hard aad andeot sdiool of Holbein ; formerly, it 
seemed for the moment something more. Deter- 
mined to get to the bottom of this contrirance if 
pofldble, EvCTud, by the aasistance of a table and 
duir, examined the portrut still more closely, and 
endeavoured to ascerttun the existence of any pri- 
vate spring, by vbidi it might be slipt aside^— a 
contrivance not nnfirequent in andcsit baildtngB, 
which usually abounded with means of access and 
escape, communicated to none but the lords of the 
castle, or their immediate confidents. Bat the 
pannel on wbidi Victor Lee was pdnted was 
firmly fixed in the wainscoting of the apartment, 
of which it made a part, and the Colonel satisfied 
himself that it could not have been used for the 
purpose which he had suspected. 

He next aroused his faithful squire Wildrake, 
who, notwithstanding his deep share of the '* bless- 
edness of sleep," had scarce even yet got rid of 
the d^ta ctf* the grace-cup of the preceding ereo^ 
ing. " It was the reward," according to his own 
view of the matter, " of his temperance ; one 
single draught having made him sleep more late 
uid more sound than a matter of hal^a-dosen, or 
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firom thence to a dozen pulls, would have dime, 
Then he was guilty of the enonaity of rere-Gi^ 
pers,* and of drinking deep aftet them." 

" Had youi temperate draught," said Everaid, 
" been but a thought mote strongly seasoned, 
WUdrake, thou hadst slept so sound that the last 
trump only could hare waked thee.^ 

" And then," answered WUdiake, *' I should 
have waked with a headache, Mark ; for I sec my 
mpdest sip has not exempted me from that epi- 
logue. — But let Ufi gq forth, and see how the nigl^t, 
which we have passed so strangely, has been sprat 
by the rest of them. I suspect they are all right 
villii^ to evicuate Woodstock, unless they hare 
ather rested better than we, or at least been more 
lucky in lodgings." 

" In that case, I will disp&tch tbee down fat 
JoceUne's hut, to negotiate the re-entrance of Sii 



* Roe-tappen (jNori arrisn) belonged to > apeow oT luxuij 
introduced in the joU; d*;g of King Junsa'a extnvagaute, KOd 
continued ihniugh tbe subsequent idgn. The suppei took place 
at an euly honr, aix or seven o'clock at latest — the ieTe.4a^>n 

was a postliminaiy banquet, a hmi d'auiirc, which made its ap- 
peaiance at ten oi eleven, and served as an npal'^r for pro. 
longing the cDleiUibment till inidaigUl, 



upu«i by Google 



WOODS TOt;)C. 91 

Henry Lee and his family into their old apart- 
meotB, where, my intereBt with the Genenl being 
joined with the indifferent repute of the plnco 
itedf, I think they have little chance of bdog dis- 
turbed either by the present, ot by any nev Com> 



" But how are they to defend themselves 
against the fiends, my gallant Colonel ?^ sud 
Wtldrake. " Methinks, had I an interest in 
yonder pretty girl, such as thou dost boast, I 
should be loath to expose her to the terrors of a 
resid^ue at Woodstock, where these devils — I 
be^ their pardon, for I suppose they hear every 
w(»d we say — these merry goblins— make such 
gay work from tviHgbt tiU morning-" 

" My dear Wildrake," sud the Colonel, " I, 
as well as you, believe it pos^ble that our speech 
may be overheard ; but I care not, and wlU spe^ 
my mhid plainly. I trust Sir Henry and Alice 
are not engaged in this rally plot ; 1 cannot re- 
concile it with the pride of the one, the modesty 
of the other, or the good sense of both, that any 
motive could engage them in bo stra^ige a conjunc- 
tion. But the fiends arc all of your own political 
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peraiulon, Wildnkc, all tnie>bliie cavaliers ; and 
I am oonTinced, that Sir Henry and Alice Lee, 
though they be oncoonected with titem, have not 
the slighteat cause to be apprehennTe of their 
goUin machinationB. Bendes, Sir Henry and Jo- 
celine must know every comer about the place : it 
will be fiv more difficult to play off any ghostly 
machinery upon bim than upon strangsn. Bnt 
kt U8 to our toilette, and when water and brush 
hath diHie its work, we will inqiute what ia next 
to be done." 

" Nay, that wretched puritan's garb of mine is 
hardly worth bnubing," said Wildrake ; ** and 
but for this hundred w^gfat of nuty iron, wiUi 
which thou hast bedizened me, I look more like 
a baokropt Quaker than anything else. But 111 
make you aa spruce as ever was a renting rogue 
of your party." 

So saying, and humming at the same time the 
cavalier tune, — 

Though iin a (ine we see Whitehall, 
With cobweba hung uound the wall. 
Yet Hmtoi Bhall make unenda for all. 

When the King eball enjoy bi> own again. 
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" Thou forgetteet who are vithout," uid Colo- 
nel Eversrd. 

" N(^I remember who are within,^ replied Hs 
fiund. ^* I only aag to my merry gobUns, who 
will like me all the better foi it. Tush, man, the 
derilB are my iono« aocioty and whoi I see them, 
I will warrant they prove nicb roaring boys as I 
knew when I served under Lnmfi)rd and Goting, 
fellows with long nails that nodiing escaped, bot- 
tomless stomachs that nothing filled,— mad fbi 
trillaging, ranting, drinking, and fighting, — sleep- 
ing rough on the trenches, and dying stubbornly 
in th^r boots. Ah '. these merry days are gone. 
Well, it is the fashion to make a grave face on^t 
amtHig cavaliers, and specially the parsons that 
have lost their tithe-piga ; but I was fitted for the 
element of the time, and never did or can desire 
tttemer days than I had during that same barba- 
rous, bloody, and unnatural rebellion.^ 

" Thou vert ever a wild sea-bird, Roger, even 
according to your name; liking the gale better 
than the calm, the boisterous ocean better than 
the smooth lake, and your rough, wild struj^lc 
against the wind, than daily food, ease, and quiet." 
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*' Pshaw ! a fig for your sniootli lake, and your 
old woman to feed me with brewer's grains, and the 
poor drake obliged to come swatteiing whenever 
she whistles I Evnard, I like to fed the wind rustle 
gainst my pinions,— now diving, now on the crest 
of tbe wave, now in ocean, now in sky—that is the 
wild drake's joy, my grave one ! And in the Civil 
War so it went with us — down in one county, up 
in another, beaten to-day, victorioua to-morrow— 
now starving in some buren leaguer — ^now revel, 
ling in a presbyterian's pantry — ^his cdlars, bi« 
plate-chest, his old judicial thutnb-iing, his {vetty 
eerving-wencfa, all at cmnmand .'" 

*' Hush, friend,^ sud Everard ; " remember I 
hold that persuasion.'^ 

" Mote the pity, Mark, more the pit^,^ said 
Wildrake ; " but, as you say, it is needless talk- 
ing of it. Let us tfea go and see how your Ptes- 
byterian pastor, Mr Holdenough, has fared, and 
whether he has proved more able to Ibil tbefoul 
Fiend than have you his disciple and auditor." 

Th^ left the apartment accordingly, and were 
overwhelmed with the various incoherent accounts 
of g^tinels and others, all of whom had seen or 
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heard Bcaoething ezttMrdtnary in the course of 
the night It is needless to describe particularly 
th« various rumours which each contributed to 
the common stock, with the greater alacrity that 
in such cases there seems always to be a sort of 
disgrace in not having seen or BU%red as much 
as others. 

The most moderate of the narrators oiily talk- 
ed of sounds like the mewing of a cat, or the 
growing of a dog, especially the squeaking of a 
fig. They heard also as if it had been nails dri- 
ven and saws used, and the clashing of fetters, 
and the rustling of silk gowns, and the notes of 
music, and in shott all sorts of sounds which have 
nothing to do with each other. Others swore they 
had smelt savours of various kinds, chiefly Intu- 
minons, iikUcating a Satamc derivadon ; others 
did not indeed swear, but protested, to vidons of 
men in armour, horses without heads, aeses with 
horns, and cows with six l^s, not to mention 
blade figures, whose cloven hoofi gave plain in- 
fonnation what reahn they belonged to. 

But diesG strongly-attested cases of nocturnal 
disturbances among the sentinels had been so ge- 
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neral, as to prevent iiUnn snd succour on any 
particular point, so that those who vere aa duty 
called in tmu on the corpa-de-^iwde, wlio were 
trembliiig on thw own post ; and an alert ciieiny 
might hare done complete execntion on the whole 
garrison. But amid this general alerte, no violence 
^^>eared to be meant, and annoyance, not injury, 
Beemed to have been the goblins' olgect, except- 
ing in the case of one poor fellow, a trooper, who 
had followed Harrison in half bis battles, tmd now 
was sentinel in that very vestibule upon which 
Everard had recommended them to mnmt a 
guard. He bad presented his carabine at some- 
Uiing which came suddenly upon him, when it 
waB wrested out of his hands, and he himself 
knocked down with the butt- end of it. His bn^ceu 
head, and the drenched beddbg of Desboiou^, 
i^n v}um a tub of ditch-water had been emp- 
tied during his sleep, were the aviy pieces of real 
evidence to attest the disturbances of the night. 

The reports from Harrison's apartment were, 
as delivered by the grave Master .Tonduns, that 
buly the General had passed the ni^t undisturb- 
ed, though there was -fiull upon him a deep sleep, 
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and a folding of the hands to Blumber, from wUdi 
Everard argued tliat the machmators had esteem- 
ed Harrison's part of the reckoning sufficioitlj 
paid off on the preceding evening. 

He then proceeded to the apartment donblf 
garnMmed by the worshipful Desborough, and 
the philosophical Bletson. They were both up 
and dressing themselTes, the formw open-mou^ied 
in his feeling of fear and suffering. Indeed, no 
eotaiet had Bverard ottered, than the dut^ed and 
dismayed Colonel made a dismal comjJaint of the 
way he had spent the night, and murmured not 
a little against his worshipful kinsman, for im- 
posing a task upon him which inferred so much 
anu^ance. 

" Could not his Excdlency, my kinsman Noll," 
he smd, " have given his poor relative and bro- 
ther-in-law a sop somewhere else, than out of this 
Woodstock, which seems to be the devil's own 
porridg&pot ? I cannot sup broth with the devil ; 
I have no long spoon— not I. Could he not have 
quartered me in some quiet comer, and given this 
haunted place to some of his preachers and prayers, 
who know the BiUe as well as th« muster-roll ? 
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vhRVu I know the fbnr hoofs of a elem-goin^ 
nig, or the ipeinta of « team of oxen, bettra than 
lU the books of Moses. But I will ^re it over, 
at once bdA for erer ; hopes of earthl; gaio shall 
never make me nm the ri^ of being carried awi^ 
bodily by the devil, besidei being aet up<w my head 
one whole night, and soused with ditch-water the 
next—No, no— I am too wise for that." 

Master Bletson had a dififer«it part to act He 
comiAuacdofnopasonal annoyances; ontfaecoD- 
trary, decUred he shoidd have slept as well as 
■ever he did in lua life, but for the abominable dis- 
turbances around him, of men calfing to arms 
evtfy half hour, when so nudt as a cat trotted 
by one of their posts — He would rather, be said' 
" have slept among a wht^ Sabbath of witches, 
if such creatures could be fbund.'' 

" Thm you think there are no such things as 
apparitions, Master Bletson ?^ swd Everard. " I 
ttsed to be sceptieal on the subject ; but <»t my 
Ufe, to-night has been a strange one." 

" Dreams, dreams, dreams, my simj^ C<^nel," 
said Bletson, dough fats pale &ce, and sbak^ 
limbs, briied the assumed course with which he 
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spoke. " Old Chaunr, «r, hsth told us the leaX 
martH oa't — He was an old fi«i]ueDter of the f»- 

test of Woodstock, here ^ 

" Chaser P^ said Desborough ; " Bome himt»- 
m«n belike, hy his nam^— Does he walk, like 
Hearne at Windsor ?" 

" Chauctr,'' said Bletson, '■' my dear Desbo- 
roDgh, is one of those wonderful fellows, as Colo- 
nel Everard knows, who lire many a hundred 
years after they are buried, and whose words 
haunt our ears after their bones are long moul- 
dered in the dust." 

" Ay, ay .' well — I for one desire his room ra- 
ther than hie company— one of yoor conjurers, I 
warrttit faim. But what says be to the matter P" 
" Only a s%ht spell, which I will take the 
freedom to repeat tof^looel Everard," said Blet- 
son ; " but which would be as bad as Greek to 
thee, De9borough.-~01d Geoffirey lays the whole 
blame of our noetumal disturbance on superfluity 
of humours, 

' Which csaten r<dkc M dnd in their (iKimi 

Of uroves, and of fire with red gleams, 

Bight as the humour of Mtluicholy 

CaUMth man; a man in bleep U> cry 

For feai of great bulls and bears black, 

And others that btuk dtvlli will ihem take.' " 



,11 by Google 



100 woosiTocr. 

While he was thus dechuming, Evenod ob- 
§eiTed a book sticking out from beneath the pil- 
low of the bed lately occupied by the honoorable 
member. 

*' Is that Chaucer ?" he Baid, making to the to* 
lume — " I would like to look at the passive * 

" Chaucer — " said Bletson, hastening to inter- 
fere ; " no — that is Lucretius, my darling Lucre- 
tius. I cannot let you see it — I have some pri- 
■ Tate marks." 

But by thu time ETerard had the book in his 
hand. " Lucretius!" he saidi '" no. Master 
Bletson — this is not Lucretius, but a fitter oom- 
fiirter in dread or in danger — Why should you be 
ashamed o( it ? — Only, Bletson, instead of resting 
your head, if you can but anchor your heart upon 
this volume, it may serve you in better stead than 
Lucretius or Chaucer either." 

" Why, what book is it ?" said Bletson, his 
pale cheek colouring with the shame of detection. 
— " Oh, the Bible," throwing it down contemptu- 
ously — " some book of my fellow Gibeon's — these 
Jews have been always supersti^us — ever since 
luvenaTs time, thou knowest — 

* Qiulucunquc vein Judai loninEa Tcnilunt.' 
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He Idl me the old book for a tpell, I wanaot you, 

fbt 'tis a weU-meraing fool." 

" He would scarce have left the New Testa- 
ment, b§ well as the Old,^ said Everard. "Come, 
my dear Bletson, do not be ashamed of the wieest 
thing you ever did in your life, Bupponng you 
took your BiUe in an hour of apprebcauion, with 
a view to profit by the contents." 

Bletaon's vanity was so much galled, that it 
overcame his constitutional cowardice. His little 
thin fingers quivered for eagerness, his neck and 
cheeks were as red as scarlet,' and his articulation 
was as thick and vehement as — in short, as if he 
had been ao philosopher. 

'* Master Eveiard," he said, " you are a man 
of the sword, sir— and, sir, you seem to suppose 
yourself entided to say whatever comes into your 
mind with respect to dv'dians, tsir-^But I would 
have you remember, sir, that there are bounds 
beyond which human patience may be urged, air, 
— and jests which no man of honour will endure, 
sir, — and therefore, I expect an apology for your 
present langui^e, Colonel Eveiard, and this un- 
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mannerly jes^g, ur— or you nay cfaanoc to bear 
from mc in a way that will not please you.^ 

Everatd could not help emiling at this explo^ 
eion of valour, engend«ed by irritated self-lore. 

" Look you, Master Bletson,^ be stud, *' I have 
been a soldier, that is true, but I was never a 
bloody-minded one ; and as a Cbristian, I am un- 
willing to enlarge the kingdom of darkness t^ 
Bending a new vassd tbitber before his time. If 
Heaven ffvea you time to repent, I see no rea- 
son why my band should deprive you of it, 
wbieh, were we to have a rencounter, would be 
your 1^ in the thrust of a sword, or the pull- 
ing of a tii^et — I therefore prefer to apolo- 
gize ; and I call Dcsborongh, if he has reco- 
vered his wits, to bear evidence that I do apo- 
logize for having suspected you, who are com- 
pletely the slave of your own vanity, of any ten- 
dency, however slight, towuds grace or good 
sense. And I farther apologize for the time that 
I have wasted in endeavouring to wash an Ethio- 
pian white, or in recommending rational inquiry 
to a self-willed atheist.^' 

BletsoD, oveijoyed at the turn the matter had 
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taken— for the defiaocs wm tcaica out o£ Iu> 
mouth tm be begsa to tremUe for the coue- 
qumces — wuwered with great dgemew and ht- 
vilityofmaoBer, — " Nay, deaieat Colonel, uyno 
more of it — an ^tokgy is all that is neceasary 
amuig men of hmow — it neither leaves diahonuu 
with him who aalu it, nor tnftrs degradation on 
him who makes it." 

" Not *ucb an apology as I have made, I tnut," 
uud the ColMieL 

" No, Bo-^iotia the leaat — one apology Hrvea 
me just as well as another, and DeBborotigh will 
bear witness you luve m«de one, and that is all 
there can be said oo the •utgect-" 

" Master Deebonmgh and you will take care 
how the matter is reported, I dare aay, and I 
only reocnuneod to both, that, if locattionedat all, 
it may be told conteGtly." 

" Nay, nay, we will not mentiiNi it at all," said 
, Bletson, " we will forget it &un ^is moment. 
Only, never su[^x>se me capaUe of sHperttitioui 
weaknqsflf Had I beea a&aid of an i^parent 
and real danger — why such fear is natural to 
man— «nd I will not deny that die mood of mind 
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may have faa|^Bed to me as well as to others. 
But to be thought capable of resortiDg to spells, 
and aleeping with books under my pillow to secure 
myself gainst ghosts, on my word, it was enough 
to {vovoke one to quarrel, for the moment, irith 
his Tery best (Hend — ^And now, Colonel, what 
is to be done, and how is our duty to be exe- 
cuted at this accursed place P If I should get such 
a wetting as DeaborougVs, why I should die of 
catarrh, though you see it hurts him no more 
than a bucket of water thrown over a post-horse. 
You are, I prestune, a brother in our commtssioD, 
how are you of opinion we should proceed P" 

** Why, in good dme here comes Harriaon," 
said Evward, " and I will lay my commission 
&om the Lord General before you all ; which, as 
you see, Colonel Desborough, commands you to 
desist &om acting on your present authority, and 
indmatee his pleastue accordingly, that you with- 
draw from this place.^ 

Desborough took the paper and examined the 
signature;—" It is Noll's signature sure enough — " 
said he, dropping his under jaw ; " only, every 
time of late he has made the Oliver as large as 
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dwarf, as if the surname were hke to tUsappear 
one of these days altogether. But is hb Excel- 
lency, our kinsman, Noll Cromwell (since be has 
the surname yet), so unreasonaUe as to think his 
relations and fiiends are to be set upon tbdr 
heads till they have the crick in thai neck'— 
drenched as if they had been plunged in a horse- 
pond-brightened, day and night, by all sort of 
devils, witt^es, and fairies, and get not a penny 
of smart mon^ P Adiooks, (forgive me for swear- 
ing,) if that's the case I had better home to my 
ftrm, and mind team and herd, than danjgle after 
such a thankless person, though I have wived 
bis sister. She was poor enough when I took her, 
fi>r as high as Noll holds his head now." 

" It is not my purpose,'' aaiA Bletson, " to stir 
ddbate in this honourable meeting ; and no one will 
doubt the veneration and attachment which I bear 
to oar noble General, whom the current of events, 
and his awn matchless qualities of coun^ and 
constancy, have ruaed so high in these deplorable 
days.— If I were to term him a direct and imme- 
diate emanation of the Animus Mimdi itself— 
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wioething which Nature had [ttoduced in her 
proudest hour, while exiting herself, as ia her 
law, for the jneeerratim of the creatures to whom 
she has ^ven existence— I should scwoe exhaust 
the ideas which I entertain of him. Always -pto- 
tcsdog, that I am hy no means to be held as ad- 
nutting, but merely as granting for the eeke of 
ai^ument, the possU>le existence of that species 
of aoanation, w exhalaUon, &om the Jitimut 
Muadi, of which I have made uenUos. I appeal 
to you. Colonel Desboiough, who are his Excel- 
lency's relatitm — to you. Colonel ETcrard, who 
hold the dearer title of his fiiond, whether I har« 
over-rated my seal in his behalf." 

EYoarA bowed at this pause, but Desbnough 
gave a more complete auth«itication. *' Nay, I 
can bear wibiess to that. I have seen when you 
were willing to tie bis points or brush his chwk, 
or the like — and to be treated thus ungratefully— 
and gudge(med of the opportunities which bad 
been given you " 

" It is not fi)T that,"^ said Bletson, waving his 
hand grace&Uy. *' Yon do me wrong, Master 
Desborough — ^you do indsed, kind sir—althou^ 
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I knov you meant it not-^No, nr— «o pttrtiAl 
conuderetioa of printe interest prerulcd on mo 
to usdertake this cbai^. It was conferred on me 
by the Parliament t^ England, in whose name ^lia 
wur commenced, and by the Coundl of State, who 
are the conserratorB of Engkad's liberty. And 
the chance and serene ht^ of serring the coun- 
try, the confidence that I — and you. Master Des- 
btmiugh — and yon, worthy General Hamson— 
BUperior, as I> am, to all selfish conuderationa 
— to which I am Btue you also, good Colond 
Eremd, would be superior, had you been named 
iu this Commisrion, as 2 would to HeiTen you 
had — I say, the hope of Bernng- the country, with 
the aid of such respectable aseodates, one and all 
of them — as well as you. Colonel Evoard, sup- 
posing you to have been of the number, in- 
duced me to accept of this opportunity, where- 
by I mi^t, gratuitously, with your assistance, 
tender so mui^ advantage to our dear mother the 
Commonwealth of England. — Such was my hope 
—my trust— my confidence. And now comes my 
Lord General's wuront lo disaolre the authority 
by which we are entitled to act. Gentlemen, I 
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ask this honourable neeling, (vith all respect to 
his Excellency,) whether his Commisdon be pa- 
nmoimt to that irom which he himEclf directly 
holds hU commisBion P No one will say so. I 
ask whether he has climbed into the seat fiom 
which the late Man descended, or hath a great 
sea], or means to proceed by prerogative in such 
a case F I cannot see reason to believe it, and 
therefore I must resist such doctrine. I am io 
your judgment, my brave and honourable col- 
leagues ; hut, touching my own poor opinion, I 
, feel myself under the unhappy necesjo^ of pro- 
ceeding in tnir commisaion, as if the iotemiption 
had not taken place ; with thu addition, that the 
Board of Sequ^trators should sit, by day, at this 
same Lodge of Woodstock, but that, to reconcile 
the minds of weak brethren, who may be afflicted 
by superslJtiouB rumours, as well as to avoid any 
practice on our persons by the nalignants, who, I 
am convinced, are busy in this neighbourhood, we 
should remove our sittings after sunset to tbe 
Qeotge Inn, in the nraghbounng borough.^ 

" Good MastM Bletson," replied Colonel Ere- 
raid, " it u not tbi me to reply to you ; but you 
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mxy know in what characters this anny of England 
and their General write their authority. I fear me 
the annotation on this precept of the General, will 
be expressed by the march of a troop c£ horse from 
Oxford to see it executed. I believe there are 
orders out for that effect ; and you know by late 
experience, that the soldier will obey his General 
equally against King and Parliament" 

*' That obedience is conditional," said Harrison, 
starting fiercely up. " Know'st thou not, Mark- 
ham Everard, that I have followed the man Crom- 
well as close as the bull-dog follows his master? — 
and so I will yet ; — but I am no spaniel, either to be 
beaten, or to have the food I have earned snatched 
from me, as if I were a vile cur, whose wages are a 
whipping, and free leave to wear my own skin. I 
looked, amongst the three of ua, that we might 
honestly, and piously, and with advantage to the 
Commonwealth, have gained out of this commis- 
sion three, or it may be five thousand pounds. 
And does Cromwell imagine I will part with it 
for a rough word P No man goeth a warfare on his 
own charges. He that serves the altar must live 
by the altar — and the saints must have means to 
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provide them with good harness and tresh horses 
sgainit the unseating and the pouring forth. Does 
Cromwell think I am so much of a tame tiga as 
to permit bim to rend firom me at pleasure the 
miserable dole he hath thrown me ? Of a siorety 
I will resist ; and the men who are here, being 
chiefly of my own r^menW-men who wait, and 
who expect, with lamps burning and loins girded, 
and each one his wcapim bound upon his thigh, 
will aid me to make this house good agunst every 
assault — ay, even against Cromwell himself, until 
the latter coming — Selah ! Selah ! " 

" And I," said Desborough, " will levy troops 
and protect your out-quarters, not choosing at 
presei^t Ut close mysdf up in garrison "^ 

" And I," said Bletson, " will do my part, and 
hie me to town and lay the matter before Parlia- 
ment, arising in my place for that effect." 

Sverard was little moved hy all these threats. 
The only formidable one, indeed, was that of Har- 
rison, whose enthusiasm, joined with his course, 
and obstinacy, and character among the ftnatics 
of his own principles, made him a dangerous ene- 
my. Before trying any arguments with the refrac- 
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tory Major-Genenl, Erawrd endeaToared to 
Hiodenite his feetin^, and threw stHnething in 
about tbe Ute disturbances. 

" Talk not to me of sapertiatural disturbances, 
yoinig man — talk not to me of enemies in the 
body w out of the body. Am I not the champion 
chosen and commissioned to encounter and to 
conquer the great Dragon, and the Beast which 
Cometh out of the sea f Am I not to command the 
left wing, and two r^ments of the centre, when 
the Siuats shall encounter with the countless le- 
gions of Gog and Magog P I tell thee that my 
name is written on the sea of glass mingled with 
fire, tmd that I will keep this place of Woodstock 
agunst all mortal men, and against all devils, 
whether in field or chamber, in the ferest or in the 
meadow, even tiU the Sunts itifpi in the fUUness 
of their glory.'" 

ETerard saw it was then time to produce two 
or three lines mider Cromwell^B hand, which he 
had received firom the General, Bobseqoently to 
the commotucatioa through Wildrake. The in- 
fbrmati(Hi they contained was calculated to allay 
the diaappcMntment of the Commissioners. This 
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document asngned aa the reason of supeneding 
the Woodftock Commission, that he should i»n>- 
bably propose to the ParliamcBt to require the 
asuBtancc of Geoeral HarrUon, Colonel Des* 
borough, and Master Bleteon, the honourable 
member for Little&ith, in a much greater matter^ 
namely, the disposing of the royal property, and 
disparking of the King's forest at WjndBor. So 
soon as this idea was started all parties pricked up 
their ears, and their drooping, and gloomy, and 
vindictiTs looks began to give place to courteous 
smiles, and to a cheerfulness, which laughed in 
their eyi^s, and turned their moustaches upwards. 
Colonel Desborough acquitted his right ho- 
nooiable and excellent cousin and kinsman of all 
species of unkindness ; Master Bletson discover- 
ed, that the interest of the state was treUy con- 
cerned in the good administration of Windsor, 
more than in that of Woodstock. As for Harri- 
son, he exclaimed, without disguise or hesitation, 
that the gleaning of the grapes of Windsor was 
better than the vintage of Woodstock. Thus 
speaking, the glance of his dark eye expressed as 
much triumph in the proposed earthly advantage, 
as if it bad not been according to his vain persua- 
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Eion, to be shortly exchanged for his share in the 
general reign of the MiUenium. His delight, in 
short, resembled the joy of an eagle, who pr^s up- 
on s lamb in the evening with not the less relish, 
because shli descries an hundred thousand men 
about to jdn battle vith day-break, and to ^to 
her an endless feast on the hearts and life-blood 
of the valiant 

Yet though all agreed that they would be obe< 
dient to Ae Geneial's pleasure in this matter, 
Bletson proposed, as a precautionary measure, 
in vhich all agreed, that they should take up 
their abode for some time in the town of Wood- 
stock, to wait for their new commissions respect* 
ing Windsor ; and this upon the prudential consi- 
deration, that it was beat not to slip one knot un- 
til another was fhret tied. - 

Each commissioner, therefore, wrote to Oliver 
individually, stating, in his own way, the d^th 
and hdght, length and breadth, of his attachmmt 
to him. Each expressed himself resolved to obey 
the GeneraTs JsjonctiMu to the uttermost ; but 
with the same scmpolouB devotion to the Parlia- 
ment, each found himadf at a loss how to lay down 
the commission intrusted to them l^ that body, 
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and therefiire fidt bound m consdcBce to take up 
his residence at the borough of VfooSaUxk, thst 
he might not seem to ^jandon the charge commit-. 
ted to then, until they should he called to admU 
nistiate the wmghtier matter of WindaM, to whtcfa 
they expressed thor willingnesa instantty to derote 
tbemselrea, according to his ExccUency's pleanire. 

This was the general style of their letters, v»< 
ned h/y the characteristic flouiishea of the writers. 
Deaboeough, for exam^^sud Bometfaing about the 
i^gkniB duty of providing for <»e''8 own house- 
hold, <mly he bluodered the text. Bletaon wrote 
l(mg and big words aboot die political oUtgatiaa 
incumbeqt on erery membn of the community, m 
every person, to sacrifice his time and talents to the 
serricet^his country; while Harrison talked of the 
httleness of present affiiin, in coo^tarison of the 
approachu^ tremendous change of aU things be- 
neath the sun. But although the gamisluBg of 
the various ^stles was different, the result came 
to the same, that they were determined at least to 
keep fflght of Woodstock until they were weU ■»- 
nired of some better md Dxne p»fitaUe comais- 
sion. 

Everaid also wrote a letter in the mart gnitdhl 
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tennB to Ctomwell, which woqU pcobaUy hare 
been less wum had he known more £«tinctly 
than his follower chose to tell him, the ezpectft> 
don under which the wily Genenl had granted his "^ 
request. He acquunted Mb Excellency with his 
purpose of continuing at Woodatodc, partly to as- 
sure himself of the motions of the three Commi». 
doners, and to watch whether they did not again 
en^ upon execution of the trust, which they had 
fbr the present renounced, — and partly to see that 
- Bome eztraordiiutTy dzetiBHtaDCeB, whidi had ta- 
ken place in the Lodge, ai^ which would doubt- 
lev traaepire, wore not followed by any explosion 
to the disturbooce of the puUic peace. He knew 
(as he expressed himself) that his Excellency was 
so much the fiiend of order, that he would nuber 
^Bturbances or ianmecdona were prevented dian 
pamshed ; and he oonjured the General to cepose 
confidence in his ezertious for the public serrice 
by every mode within his power; net awwre, it 
will be observed, in what sense hia genenl pledge 
miglrt be interpreted. 

These lettcas being made op into a padiet, w«re 
forwarded to Windsor by a trooper, detached on 
that etrand. 
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Whtly. the Commuaoners were prepwing to 
remore themselves from the Lodge to the inn at 
the bcnvugh of Woodstock, with all that state 
and bustle which attend the movements of great 
perwms, and especially of sudi to whom great- 
ne» is not entirely familiar, Everard held icHDe 
colloquy with the Piesbyteriao clergyman, Mas- 
ter Holdenougfa, who had issued fnnn the apart- 
■Dent which he had occupied, as it were in de- 
fiance of the spirits by whom the manBicm was 
supposed to be disturbed, and whose pale cheek, 
and pensive brow, gave token that he hsd not 
passed the mgbt more cc«nf(»tably than the other 
inmates of the Lodge of Woodstock. Colonel 
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Everard having offered to ' fuxwure the n!Vo> 
rend gentleman some refreshment, rec^ved thit 
reply:—" This day sbiil I nM taste food, saving 
that which we are assured of as sufficient for 
our sustenance, where it is promised that our 
bread sball.be given us and our water shall be 
stire. Not that I fast, in the papistical opinion 
that it adds to those merits, which are but an 
aecomulaUon of Slthy rags; but because I hold 
it needful that no grosser sustenance should this 
day doud my understanding, ot render less pure 
and vivid the thanks I owe to Heaven for a most 
wonderful preservation." 

" Master Holdeoough,*' said Everard, *' you 
are, I know, both a good man and a bold one, 
and I saw you last night courageously go upon 
your sacred duty, when solders, and tried ones, 
seemed considerably alarmed,'' 
' *' Too courageous — too venturous," was Mas- 
ter HoldenougVs reply, the boldness of whose 
aspect seemed comjidelely to have died away. 
" We are fiaH creatures, Master Everard, and 
frailest then when we think ourselves strongest. 
Oh, Goltmel Everard,"' he added, after a pause, 
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and as if the eonfiidence was partly iOTohmtary, 
** I have seen that which I shall never surviTe I" 

** You surprise me, reverend nr," said Ev^ 
iard ; — " may I request yoa will speak more 
pltunly ? I have heard some stories of this wild 
night, nay, have witnessed strange things my- 
sdf ; but, methinks, I would be much interested 
in knowing the nature of your disturbance.** 

" Sir,^ said the clergyman, " you are a discreet 
gentlanan ; and though I would not willingly that 
these heretics, schismatics, Brownists, Mnggleto^ 
nianB, Anabaptists, and bo forth, had such an op- 
portunity of triumph, aa my defeat in this mat.. 
tor would have afforded them, yet with you, who 
have been ever a faithful follower of our church, 
and are pledged to the good cause by the great 
National League and Covenant, surely I would 
be more open. Sit we down, therefore, and let 
me call for a glass of pure water, for as yet I feel 
some bodily faltering ; though, I thank Heaven, 
I am in mind resolute and composed as a merely 
mortal man may after such a vidon. — They say, 
worthy Colonel, that looking on such things fore- 
tells, or causes, speedy death— I know not if it 
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be true; bat if k>, I only depart bke the tired 

sendnel when his officer ideaata him fFom hb 
post; and glad shall I be to close these weaned 
eyes agunst the ngbt, and shut these barasaed 
ears against the croaking, as of frogs, cf AnU- 
iKxiiisnB, and Pelagiaas, and Soctnians, and Ar- 
ininians, and Atians, and Nullifidians, whu:b 
have come up into our England, bke those filthy 
reptilea into the house of Fharat^" 

Here one of the serrants who had be«i sum- 
moned, entered with a cup of water, gazing at 
the same time in the face of the clergyman, as if 
his stupid grey eyes were endeavoming to read 
what tragic tale was written on bis brov ; and 
shaking his empty scull as be left the nxxn, with 
the ur of one who was proud of having discover- 
ed that e3l was not exactly right, though be could 
not so wdl guess what it was that was wrong. 

Ccj<»el £verard invited the good man to take 
some refreshment moK genial than the pure ele- 
ment, but he declined : " I am in some sort a 
diam{MoD," he said ; " and though I have bem 
foiled in the late controversy with the Enemy, 
still I have my trumpet to give the alarm, and my 
sharp sword to smite withal ; therefore, bke thv 
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Nazaiitea of old, I will eat nothing that coraeth 
of the vine, neither drink wine nor strong diink, 
linUl these my dnys of combat shall have passed 
sway." 

Kindly and re^>ectfnlly the Colonel anew 
pressed Master Holdenough to communicate the 
events that hod be&Uen him on the prccedin{|^ 
night; and the good cler^man j»x>ceeded as 
follows, with that little characteristical touch c^ 
vanity in his narrative, which naturally arose out 
of the part he had played in the world, and the 
influence which he had exercised over the minds 
of others. " I was a young man at the Univer- 
sity (^Cambridge," he said, " when I was par- 
ticularly bound in friendship to a fellow-Stu- 
dent, perhaps because we were esteemed (though 
it is vain to mention it) the most hopeful scho- 
lars at our collie; and so equally advanced, 
that it was difficult, perhaps, to say which was 
the greater proficient in his studies. Only our 
tutor. Master Purefby, used to say, that if my 
comrade had the advantage of me in gifts, I 
bad the better of him in grace ; for he was 
attached to the profane learning of the clas> 
sicB, always univoiitabte, often impious and im- 
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pure; aad I had light enough to turn my attidies 
unto the sacred toDguea. Also we differed in our 
opinions touching the Church of England, tttt he 
held Anninisn opinions, vith Laud, and tboee 
ffho wouM-connect our ecdenastical estabUsh- 
Rient with the civil, and make the Church de- 
pendent OH the breath of an earthlj man. In 
fine, he fiivoured Prelacy both in essentials and 
ceremonial; and although we parted with tears 
and embraces, it was to follow very different 
courses. He obtained a living, and became a 
great controversial writer in behalf of the Bishops 
and of the Court. I also, as is veil known to yaa, 
to the best of my poor atnlities, sharpened my 
pen'in the cause (^ the poor oppressed people, 
whose tender conscnences rejected the rites and 
cerenoonies more befitting a papistical than a 
reformed Church, and which, according to the 
blinded policy of the Court, were enforced by 
puns and penalties. Then came the Civil War, 
and I—ealled thereunto by my conscience, and 
nothing fearing or suspecting what misendile 
consequences have chanced, throng the rise of 
tbcsG Independents.— consented to lend my couo- 
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taumce.aad labour to the great work, b; h&- 
coming cbaplua to Colonel HanistHi^s r^ment. 
Not that I miagled with carnal we^mss in tbe 
fi^ldr— which Heavea defeod that a minister of 
the altar should — but I [weached^ exhorted, and, 
in time of need, was a surgetHi, as well to the 
woundg of the body as of the soul. Mow, it 
fdl towards the end of the war, that a partj 
of maligDanU had seized <hi a strong bouse in 
the ebire of Shrew^uty, mtuated on a small 
ialand, advanced into a lake, and accessible only 
by a small and narrow causeway. From thence 
they made excursions, and vexed the comttry ; 
and high lime it was to suppress them, so that 
a part of our re^ment went to reduce them ; 
and I was requested to go, for they were few 
m number to take in so strong a place, and 
the Colonel judged that my exhortations would 
make them do valiantly. And so, contrary to 
my wont, I went forth with them, even to the 
field, where there was valiant fighting on both 
udeB. Nevertheless the malignants shooting their 
wall-pieces at us, had so much the advantage, 
that, after bunting their gates with a saJvo of 
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our cannon, ColiHtel HaniBoa ordered bu taea 
to advance on tbe cadKivsy, and trj to carry 
the place by stomt. Natbele», although our 
men did valiantly, idvandng in good <»Yler, yet 
tmng galled on every side by the lire, thf^ at 
length fell into disorder, and irere retreating with 
mucji lois, Harrison himself valiantly bringing 
up the rear, and deciding them 48 he could 
against the enemy, who sallied forth in pursuit 
of them, to smlta them hip and thigh. Now, 
Oolonel Everard, I am a man of a quick and 
vehement temper by nature, though better teach. 
iog than the old law hath made me mild and 
patient as you.now see me. I could not bear to 
see our Israelites flying before the Philistines, so 
I rushed upon the cautevay, vtth the Bil^ in 
one hand, and a halberd, which I had caught 
up, in the other, and turned back the foremost 
fii^tives, by threatening to strike them down, 
pointing out to them at the same time a priest in 
bis cassock, as they call it, who was among the 
malignants, and asking them whether they would 
not do Us mudi for a true servant of Heaven, as 
the undicmnbised would for a priest of BaaL 
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My words and etnAes jnrevidled ; they turned st 
once, tatd shou^g out, Down with Baal and his 
worshippers ! they charged the molignants so un- 
expectedly home, that they not only drove them 
back into their house of garrison, but entered it 
with them, as the phrase is, peU^nieLL I also was 
there, partly hurried on by the crowd, partly to 
prevail on our enraged soldiers to give quarter ; 
for it grieved iny heart to see Christians and 
Englishmen hashed down with swords and gun- 
stocks, like curs in the street, when there is an 
alarm of mad-dogs. In this way, the soldters 
fighting and slaughtering, and I Calling to them 
to stay their hand, we guned the very roof of 
the building, which was in part leaded, and 
which, as to a last tower of refuge, those of the 
cavaliers, who yet escaped, bad retired. I was 
myself, I may say, forced up the narrow winding 
staircase, by our steers, who rushed on Tike 
dogs of chase upon their prey ; and when extri- 
cated from the passage, I foimd myself in the 
midst of a horrid scene. The scattered defenders 
were, stnne relating with the fury of despair ; 
some on th^ knees, imploring for compassion in 
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words and tones to break a man's heart when he 
(^inks on them ; some were calling on God for 
merey ; and it was time, for man had none. They 
were stricken down, thrust through, flung from 
the battlemmts into the lake ; and the wild cries 
of the victors, mingled with the groans, shrieks, 
and clamours of the Tanquished, made a sound 
80 horrible, that only death can erase it frcwa my 
memory. And the men who butchered their fel- 
low-creatures thus, were neither Pagans from 
distant savage lands, nor ruffians, the refuse and 
(^-scourings of our own people. They were in 
calm blood reawMiable, nay, religious men, main- 
taining a fair repute both heavenward and earth- 
ward, ph, Master Everard, your trade of war 
should be feared and avoided, since it converts 
such men into wolves towards their fellow-crea- 
' turea!" 

" It is a stem necessity," stud Everard, look- 
ing down, "and as such alone is justifiable— -But 
proceed, reverend sir ; I see not how this storm, 
an inodent but e'en too frequent on both sides 
during the late war, connects with the affair of 
last night." 



,11 by Google 



1S6 WOODSTOCK. 

" You shall bescBson," sud Mr Hokteooug^ ; 
then paused as oae who tm^es an e^it to cwn- 
poK huDtelf before ciMiUnuing a rdaUon, the te- 
Dw of which agitated faim with much violence.— 
'" In this infernal tumult," he resumed — " for 
nirdy nothing on earth could so much reaonhle 
bell, as when men go thus looce in monal malice 
on tfanr fellow-creaturesy— I saw the same pnest 
whom I had ^tinguiehed on the causeway, with 
osie or two other malignairts, pressed into a oor. 
net by the asBaikots^ and d^m^ng thensdves 
to the last, as those who bad no hope.^I saw 
him— I knew him — Ob, Ccdonel Bverard >" 

He grasped Everard^a hand mUi bis own left 
hand, and pressed the palm of lus i^ht to lus 
face and ftvehead, sobUng aloud. 

" It was your cdU^e conpsnion P" smd E*e- 
rard, anticipating the catasUx)pbe. 

" Mine ancient— mine cmly fiiend— mth whom 
I had spent the happy di^s of youth ! — I rufiwd 
forward — I atnij^led- 1 entreated. But my 
eagerness Mt me aedtha* voice nor language— all 
was drowned in the wretdied cry whidi I had my- 
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self nused — Down with the priest ot Baal — Slay 
Mattan— sUy him were he between the altars !— 
Forced over the battlements, but struggling for 
life, I could we him cling to one of those projec- 
tions which were formed to carry the water from 
the leads — ^but they hacked at his arms and bands. 
— I heard the heavy fall into the bottomless abyss 
below. — Excuse me — I cannot go fm." 

" He may have escaped." 

" Oh i no, no, no— the tower was four stories 
in hdght. Even those who threw themselves into 
the lake from the lower windows, to escape by 
swimiDhig,badnosafety; for mounted trocars (H) 
the shore caught the same blood-thirsty humour 
which had seized the storming party, galloped 
aroond the mar^n of the lake, and shot those who 
were stru^^g for bfe in the water, or cut them 
down as they strove to get to land. They were 
all cut off and destroyed. — Ob I may ^e blood 
idled on that day itmun silent I — Oh ( that the 
earth may receive it in her recesses I — Oh I that 
it may be mingled for ever with the dark waters 
of that lake, bo that it may never cry for ven- 
geance agwnU those whose anger was fioce, and 
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who slaughtered in their wrath !— And, cA\ ! may 
the erring man be forgiven who came into Uieir 
assembly, and lent his voice to encourage their 
cruelty.— Oh ! Albany, my brother, my brother 
— I have lamented for thee even as David for 
Jonathan !" 

The good man sobbed aloud, and so much did 
Colonel Everard eympatbize with bis emotions, 
that he forbore to press him up<m tjiesubject of 
hie own curiouty until the full tide of rcinorseful 
passion had for the time abated. It was, however, 
6erce and a^tating, the more so, perhaps, that 
indulgence in strong mental feeling of any kind 
was fweigo to the severe and ascetic character of 
the man, and was therefore the miwe overpower- 
ing when it had at once surmounted all restraints. 
Large tears flowed down the trembhng features 
of his thin, and usually stem, or at least austere 
countenance ; he eagerly returned the compres< 
«on of Everard's band, as if thankful for the sym- 
pathy which the caress implied. 

Presently after. Master Holdenougb wiped his 
eyes, withdrew his band genUy &om that of Eve- 
rard, shaking it kindly as they parted, and pro- 
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eeed«d'with more compOBure : " Forgive ete this 
bunt of paasioiute feeling, worthy Colonel —I 
am amadous it little becomes a man of my cloth, 
who should be the bearer of conaoUtion to others, 
to give way in mioe own person to an extronity 
of grief, weak at least, if ipdeed it is not nnful ; 
for what are we, that we ahould weep and mui^ 
mur touching that which is pennitted f But Al- 
bany was to me aB a brother. The happiest days 
of my life, eie my Call to mingle myself in the 
strife of the land had awakened me to my duties, 
were i^ient in his company. — I — but I will make 
the rest of my story short."— Here he drew 
his chair close to that of Everard, and spoke ia 
a solemn and mysterious tone of voice, almost 
lowered to a whiBper-— " I saw him last night." 

•* Saw him — saw whom V said Everard. *' Can 
you mean the person whom " 

*' Whmn I saw so ruthlessly slaughtered,^ 
Biud the clergyman. — '* My ancient college-fnend 
— Joseph Albany." 

" Master Holdenough, your cloth and your 
character alike must preventyourjesting on such 
a subject as this." 

VOL. ir. I 
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** JtMtia^ r answered Holdenoagfa ; *' I would 
as aoon jest mi my death-bed— as aocm jert upon 
the Bible." 

** But you must have been decured," answered 
Everard, hastily ; *' this tragical stwy necessarily 
often returns to your ]pind, and in moments when 
the imagination oTeroomes the evidence of the 
outward saises, your fancy must hare |»esented 
to you an nnieal appearance. Nothingmtnrelikdy, 
whoi the mind is on the sbretoh after something 
supematura], than that the ima^nation should 
su{^y, the place with a <^imefa, while die orer- 
excited feelings render it difficult f diipel the 
delunon." 

" C(Jonel Everard," replied Holdenou^, with 
austerity, " in discharge of my duty I must not 
fear Hm fkce of man ; and, therefore, I tell you 
plainly, as I have done before with more obser- 
vance, that when you bring your carnal learning 
and judgment, as it is but too much your nature 
to do, to investigate the hidden things of another 
WOTld, you mi^t aa well measure with the palm 
(^yourbandthe waters of the Ins. Indeed, good 
nt,you err in thiB,andg^venien too much pretence 
to confound your honourable name with witch- 
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advocates, free4luidtM^ aai atltwU, eroa with 
sudi «8 this nun filetaoD, who, if the ^ifipiinf 
of the church had its handt atreogthenect, m it 
woa in the begimuDg <^ the great conflict, would 
have been long ere now cost out of the pale, and 
dehrered osw to the puDtdwuan <^ the flesh, 
that bis aparit might, if pMnble, be yet aaved.* 

** You mistake. Master HiMfBna\x^,^md Co- 
lonel Eveianl ; ** I do not deny the exiatenoe <tf 
8Dch pretoniatural viaitalicoa, beoause I cannot, 
and dare not, nuae the TMce of my own o^nioD 
against the tesdmooy of ages, supported by auch 
learned men as youndf. Nerertheless, though I 
grant the poaabiJity of such things, I have soaroe 
yet beard of an instance in my days so well fbr- 
tified by evidence, that I could at ooct and dis- 
tinctly say, tlas must have happnaed by super- 
tkatural agency, and not otherwise." 

« Hoar, then, what I have to tell," said the di< 
vine, '^ on the faith of a man, a Chrtatiao, and 
what is more, a servant of our HcAy Church ; 
and therefore, though unworthy, an eld^ and a 
teadisr among Christians.— I had taken my post 
yester evening in ihe hatCfLunished apartment. 
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vhemn hu^ a hug* nuiror, wluch n^it have 
setred Goliah of Gath to have admired hitnaclf 
in, when clothed from head to foot in bift brazen 
armoor. I the rather chose this place, because 
they informed me it was the nearest habitable 
room to the gallery, in whidi they say you had 
been yourself assiuled that evening by the EvS 
Ona — ^Was it so, I pnj you ?" 

" By some one with no good intentions I wm 
asHuled in that apartment So far,** said Ct^ooel 
Everard, "you were correctly informed." 

" Well, I chose my post as well as I might, 
eren as a resolved general approaches his camp, 
and casts up his mound as nearly as he can to 
the beneged city. And, of a truth, CtJonel Eve- 
rard, if I felt some sensation of bodily fear, — ^for 
even EUaa, and the prophets who commanded the 
elements, had a portion in our frail nature, mudi 
more such a poor sinful being as myself— yet was 
my hope and my courage hig^ ; and I thought 
of the texts which I might use, not in the wicked 
sense of periapts, or spells, as the blinded Pa}Hsts 
employ them, t^^ether with the sign of the crpst, 
and othw friutlets forms, but as nourishing and 
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Blipporting that true trust and confidence in the 
Messed promiaes, bebg the true ^ield of faith 
wherevith the fiery darts of Satan may be witb> 
stood and quenchecL And thus aimed and pre- 
pared, I sate me down to read, at the same tinM 
to write, that I mi^t compel my mind to attend 
to those Butijccts which became the utuation in 
which I was placed, as preventing any unlicensed 
excursions of the fancy, and leaving no room ftx 
my imaginadon to brood over idle feara. So I 
meUiodized, and wrote down what I thou^t 
meet for the time, and peradventure some hun- 
gry souls may yet foxifit by the food which I then 
prepared." 

" It was wisely and worthily done, good and 
reverend or,"" replied Colonel Everard : " I pray 
you to proceed." 

" Wtule I was thus employed, sir, and had been 
upon the matter Cm about three hours, not yield- 
ing to weariness, a strange thrilling came over my 
senses, — and ^e large and oid-fashioned apart- 
ment seemed to wax larger, more gloomy, sad 
more cavernous, whik the air of the night grew 
more cold and chill ; I know oot, if it was that 
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Ae fire htg^ todccay, or vhethar there cometb 
before such things as were then about to hap- 
pen, a breath and atmosphere, as it wer^ (^ tar* 
ror, a>Job«uth,iaairelI4mowiipaiBage, 'Fear 
came upon me, and tremUiog, whidi made my 
hemes to'diake;' and there was s tingliag noise 
ta mj ears, and a dizzineas in my brain, wo that 
I felt like thoK wfao call fbr aid when tbeite is ao 
danger, and was eren prompted to flee, when I 
saw no one to pursue. It was then that somo- 
thing seoned to pass behind me, casting a refleo* 
tkm on the great mitTOT befwe which I had jda- 
oed my writJng-table, and which I aw by asast* 
ance o( the great standing light which was then 
in front o£ the glass. And I looked up, and I saw 
in the glass distinctly the appearance <rf' a mai>— 
as sure as these words issue from my mouth, it 
was no other than the same Joseph Albany — the 
companion (rfmy youth — bewbom Ihad seen (H*. 
dpitated down the battl»nents of Clideethroug^ 
Castle into the deep lake bdow." 

" What did you doP" 

*' It suddenly ru^ed on my mind," said the 
divine, ** that the stoical [^ikwopher Atbenodorus 
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had eluded the bomva of such a vmoa by paUeot- 
ly pursuing his studies; and it shot at the Bame 
time across my mind, that I, a Christian divine, 
and a Steward c^ the MTStoies, bad lew reason 
to iear evil, and better matter on vluch to em- 
ploy my thoughts, than was possessed by a Hea- 
then, who was blinded even by his own wisdom. 
So, instead of betraying any alarm, or even turn; 
ing my head around, I pursued my wiiting, but 
with a beating heart, I admit, and with a throb- 
tung hand." 

" If you^ could write at all," said the ColoneI> 
*' with such an iospresuon on your mind, you 
may take the head -of the English army for 
dauntless resolution.'* 

" Our courage is not our own. Colonel,'* sakl 
the c^yine, " and not as ours should it be vaunted 
of. And ag^D, when you speak of this Btnmge 
vision as an impresaon on my fancy, and not a 
reality obvious to my senses, let me tell you once 
more, your worldly wisdcm b but foolishness 
toudung the things that are not worldly.*' 

" Did you not look agtun upon the mirror?** 
said theCdooel. 
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' " I did, when I had co{Hed out the comfort- 
able text, ' Thou ebalt tread down Satan under 
thy feet.'" 

" And what did you then see P" 

" The reflection of the same Joseph Albany," 
said HoldMough, '* passiDg slowly aa fnun be- 
hind my diair, the same in member and lineament 
that I had known him in hia youth, excepting 
that his cheek had the marks of the more advan- 
ced age at which he died, and was Tery pale " 

" What did you then?" 

" I turned from the glass, and plainly saw the 
figure which had made the reflecUoa in the mir- 
ror retreating towards the dtwr, not fast, nor 
slow, but with a gliding, steady pace. It turned 
again when near ^e door, and again showed me 
its pale, ghastly countenance, before it disappear- 
ed. But how it left the room, whether by the 
door, or othernige, my sjurits were too much 
hurried to remark exactly ; nor have I been able, 
by any effi>rt of recdlection, distinctly to remem- 
ber." . 

*' This is a strange, and, as coming from you, 
a most excellently well-attested apparition," an- 
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iweted£verard. "And yet, Muter Holdenougfa, 
if the other vorld has been sctuall; displayed, 
as you apprehend, and I vill not dispute the pos- 
nbility, assure ytHirself, there are also wicked 
men concerned in these machioatic^B. I myself 
have undei^one some 'rencontres with Tintanta 
who possessed bodily strength, and wore, I «n 
sure, earthly weapons." 

" Oh ! doubtless, doubtless," replied Master 
Holdenou^ ; <* Bedaebub loves to charge with 
horse mid foot mingled, as was the fashion of the 
old Scotch general, Davie Leslie. He has his 
devils in the body as well as his devils disembo- 
died, and uses the oue to support and back the 
other." 

*' It may be as you say, reverend «r," answer- 
ed the Colonel.—*' But what do you advise in 
this case P" 

■'* For that I must consult with my brethren," 
Bud the divine ; " and if there be but left in our 
borders &ve ministers of the true kirk, we will 
charge Satan in full body, and you shall see whe- 
tber we have not power over him to renst till he 
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shall Bee from ub. But failing that ^lostly anaift- 
ment aguost theK straii^ and uneartlU}' ene- 
nues, truly I would reoommead, that ae a house 
erf* witciicndt utd abominatiiHif tlus polluted den 
of aocieat tjraiuiy and proetitution should be to- 
tally consumed by fire, lest Satan, establishing 
- his head-quart«s so mud) to his mind, should 
find a garrison and a fastness fh»n which he might 
sally forth to infest the whole neighbourhood. 
Certain it is, that I would recommend to no Chris- 
tian soul to inhalut the manmcm ; and, if desert- 
ed, it would become a place for wizards to phiy 
their {Hwtks, and witches to eBtabliih thrar Sab- 
bath, and those who, like Demos, go about after 
the wealth of this world, seeking for gold and 
silver to practise sp^ and charma to the prejo- 
diceofthesoulsofthecovetous. Trust me, there- 
fore, it were belter that it were spoiled and bro- 
ken down, not leaving one stone upon another." 

" I say nay to that, my good friend," said the 
Ct^tmel ; " for the Lord>Generalhath permitted, 
by his licence, my mother's brother, Sir Henry 
Lee, and bis femily, to return into the house of 
his fathers, being indeed the only roof under 
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which be hath any chuice of obtuning shelter 
for his gray hun." 

'< And vaa this done by your advice, Markhom 
Eroard ?" said the diTine, austerely. 

" Certunly it was,^ returned the Colonels— 
~" And i^ienfors should I not eserf ouoe influ- 
enoe to obtain a (dace of refuge for the brotho' 
of my mother?^ 

" Now, as aar* aa thy soul liveth," answetcii 
the ptnbyter, " I had beheTed this from do 
tongue but thine own. IMl me, was it not tfai» 
very Sir Henry Ijee, who, by the force of his 
bufiboata and his grefsijeiJciiHi, eofcvced the Pa- 
pist I.aic'B order to remove the altar to the eastern 
end of the church at Woodstock P— and did not 
he swear by his beard, that he would haug in the 
very street of Woodstock whoever ihould deny to 
drink the King's health P— and is not his band 
red with the blood (^ the saints F—4Dd hath there 
been a ruffler in the field for prelacy end high 
prerc^tive more unmitigable or fiercer P" 

" All tluB may have been as you say, goo4 
Master Holdenough," answered the Ccdoael; 
*' but my unole is now tdd and feeble, and hath 
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scarce a ungle ftdlower remaining, and bis daugh- 
ter is a h&ag wfaom to look iipMi would make 
the sternest weep for jnty ; a bong who-—-* 

" Who is dearer toETerardi^saidHoldenougfa, 
-*< than his good name, iaa faith to his fiieods, 
his duty to hia religion; — this is no time to speak 
with sugared lips. The paths in whidi you tread 
are dangerous. You are striving to raise the 
papstical candlefitick which Heaven in its jus- 
tice removed out (^ its place— to bring back to 
Uiis hall of sorceries those very unuers who are 
bewitched with them. I will not penmt the land 
to be abused by their witchcrafts. — They shall 
not come hither." 

He spoke this with vehemence, and striking 
his stick agunst the ground ; and the Colonel, 
"very much dissatisfied, began to express himself 
haughtily in return. " You had better consider 
your power to accompB^ your threats, Master 
H<ddenaugfa,^' he said, " before you urge them 
so peremptorily." 

'* And have I not the power to bind and to 
looter" said the clergyman. 

** It is a power Jittle available, save over those 
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of your own church," uid ETerard, with a tone 
Bonetfaing contemptuous. 

" Take heed — take heed," said the divine, who, 
thou^ an excellent, was, as we have elsewhere 
seen, an irritable man. — '* Do not insult me ; but 
think honourdilj of the messenger, for the sake 
of Him whose commiaiion he oarries.— -Do not, 
I say, defy me — Z am bound to discharge my 
duty, were it to the displeasing of my twin bro- 
ther." 

" I can see nought your office has to do in the 
matter," said Colonel Ererard ; " and I, on my 
nde, pre you wanung not to attempt to meddk 
beyond your commisaon." 

" Kght— you hold me already to be as sub- 
mismTe as one <^ your grenadiers,^ replied the 
clergyman, Us acute features trembling with a 
sense o( indignity, so as even to aptate his grey 
hair ; " but beware, sir, I am not so powerless as 
you suppose. I will invoke every true Christian 
in Woodstock to gird up his Icnns, and reust the 
restoration of pelacy, opfo'es^on, and malignaa* 
cy witlun oor borders. I will stir up the wrath of 
. the righteous Bg«nst the oppressor— the Ishnui^> 
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ite— the Edomte— and agaliut laa zace, aad 
agftioBt thote who suppcnC him and Hicounge 
him to rcw up his horn. I will call aloud, and 
epen not, and aroiue the many whose lore h^ 
waxed cold, and the multitude who care tot 
none of these things. There shall be a remnant 
to listen to me ; and I will take the stick of Jo- 
seph, which was in the hand of Ephraim, and 
go down to cleaiue this place of witches and S(»^- 
cerers, and of enchantments, and will cry and ex- 
hort, saying — Will you plead for BaalP-^will 
you serve him P Nay, take the prophets of Baal 
—let not a man escape." 

" Master Holdenougb, Master Holdenou^,*^ 
wad Colonel Everard^wkb much impatience, **hy 
the tale yourself UAd me, you have exh(»led up> 
oa that text once too often already." 

The (Jd mau struck his palm fncibly ag«iut 
his forehead, ^id fell back into a chair as these 
words were uttered, as suddenly, and as much 
without power of rewstance, as if the Colonel 
bad fired a pistol through his head. Instantly 
regretting the reproach which he had suSered 
>o escape him in his impatience, Everard hasten- 
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ed to apologize, and to offer eroy conciliatny 
«zeiue, however incmusteDt, which occurred to 
him on the moment. But the old mao was too 
de^y affseted — he rejected his hand, lent no 
ear to what he said, attd finally started up, say- 
ing sternly, *< You have abused my confidence, 
sir — abused it vilely, to turn it into my own re- 
proach; had I been a man of the swwd, you da- 
red not i i I B ut enjoy your ttiumph, «r, over an 
old man, and your father''8 £n«nd — strike at the 
wound lus imprudent confidence showed you." 

<* Nay, my wor^y and excellent fiiend,"* said 
the Colonel 

'* Friend T answered the old man, Parting up 
— '* We are foes, wr — foes now, and for ever !" 

So saying, and Parting from the seat into which 
he had rather fallen than thrown himself, he ran' 
out of the room with a precipitation of step which 
he was apt to use upon occasions of irritable 
feeling, and which was certwnly more eager than 
dignified, especially as he muttered while be raa, 
and seemed as if he were keepng up bis own 
pastion, by recounting over and over the ofience 
which he had received. 

" Sob !" said Colonel Everard, " and there 
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wu not Btrife enough between mine uncle and the 
people of Woodstock alreadj, but I' must needs 
increase it, by chafing this irritable and qiudc- 
tempered old man, eager as I knew him to be in 
his ideas of church government, and stiff in his 
prejudices respecting all who dissent irom him ! 
The mob of Woodstock will rise ; for though 
be would not get a score of them to stand hj him 
in any honest or intelli^bte purpose, yet let bim 
cry havoc and destruction, and I will warrant he 
has foUowers enow. And my uncle is equally wild 
and unpersuadable. Forthevalueofalltheestate 
he ever had, he would not allow a sctHe (^ troop^- 
«v to be quartered in the house for defence ; and 
if he be alone, or has but Joceline to stand by 
him, he will be as sure to fire upon those who 
come to attack the Lodge, as if he had a hundred 
men in garrison ; and then what can chance but 
danger and bloodshed P" 

This progress of melancholy anticipation was 
interrupted by the return of Master Holdenougb, 
who, hurrying into the room, with the same pre- 
cipitate pace at which he bad left it, ran straight 
up to the Colonel, and said—" Take my hand. 
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Markham — take my hand hasuly ; £or the old 
Adam is whispering at my heart; that it is a dis> 
grace to hold it extended go long." 

" Most heartily do I receive your hand, my 
venerable fnend," asad Everard, " and I trust in 
«gn of renewed amity." 

" Surely, lureiy — "" said the dinne, shaking 
his hand kindly ; " thou hast, it is true, spoken 
bitterly ; but thou hast spoken truth in good time ; 
and I think — though your words were severe— 
with a good and kindly purpose. Verily, and of 
a truth, it were sinful in me again to be hasty 
in provoking violence, remembering that which 
you have upbraided me with " 

" Forgive me, good Master Holdenough," said 
Colonel Everard, " it was a hasty word ; I meant 
not in serious earnest to upbraid-"" 

" Peace, I pray you, peace," swi the divine ; 
" I say, the allu^on to that which you have most 
just^ upbraided me with — thou^ the charge 
aroused the gall of the Old Man wittun me, the 
inward tempter being ever on the watch to bring 
UB to his lure— Hiught, instead of being resented, 
to have been acknowledged by me as a favotlT) for 
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■o are the wounds of a friend termed faithful. 
And surely I, who have by one unhappy exhorr 
' tatioti tu battle and strife, sent the living to the 
dead— and I fear brought back even the dead 
among' die liviogf— iishould now study peace and 
good will, and reconciliation of difference, lea- 
ting punishment to the Great B^ng whose laws 
«re brokeii, and vengeance lo Him who hath 
' fiiid, I will repay tt.** 

The old man's mortified features lighted up 
with a humUe confidence as he m^e this ac- 
knowledgment ; and Colonel Everard, who knew 
the constitutional infirmities, add the early pre- 
judices of profeanonal consequence and exclusive 
{farty opinion, which he must have subdiied ere 
arriving at such a tone of candour, hastened to 
express bis admiration of tus Christian charity, 
mingled with reproaches on himself £oi having 
so deeply injured his feeUngS. 

"' Think not of it — think not of it, axcellent 
JouBg man,^ s^d Holdenough ; " we have both 
erred-Kl in sufiWing my zeal to outrun my cha- 
rity, you, perhf^, in pressing hard on an <^ 
VkA peevish mso^ who, had so lately poured out 
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bis tsatlennga into your friendly bosotn. Be it 
all forgotten. Let your friends — if they are not 
deterred by what has happened at this manor of 
WoodBtock-~««sume Ui^ botntation as soon as 
they will. If they can protect themselves against 
the powers of the ur, believe me, that if I can 
prevent it by aught in my power, they didl have 
no aaDoyance from earthly neighbcurs ; and 
assure yourself, good sir, that my voice is bUU 
wnth Bomething with the worthy Mayor, and 
the good Aldermen, and the better sort of house- 
keepers up y<mder in the town, although the 
lowCT BaaaeB are blown about wi^i every mnil 
of docttine. And yet farther be assured. Colo- 
nel, that Bboidd your mother's brother, or any of 
hit family, learn that they have taken up a rash 
bargain in returmng to this unhappy and unhal- 
lowed house, or should they Itnd any qualms in 
their own hearts and consciences which require 
a ghostly comforter, Nebemiah Holdenough will 
be as much at their ec»nmand by night or day, as 
if they had been bred up within the holy pale of 
the church in which he is an unworthy minister ; 
and ndtlier the awe of what is fearful to be seen 
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within these walli, nor his knowledge of their 
blinded and carnal state, aslared up under a pre- 
latic dispensation, shall prevent him doing what 
lies in his poor abilities for their protecUon and 
edification." 

" I feet alt the force of yoor kindness, reve- 
rend sir," said Colonel Everard, " but I do not 
think it likely that my uncle will pve you trou- 
ble on either score. He is a man much accustom- 
ed to be his own protector in temporal danger, 
and in Spiritual doubts to trust to his own prayers 
and those of his Church." 

" I trust I have not been superfluous in offer- 
ing mine assistance," said the old man, some- 
thing jealous that his proffered spintual aid had 
been held rather intrusive. " 1 ask pardon if that 
is the case — I humbly ask pardon — I would not 
willingly be superfiuous." 

The Colonel hastened to ^ipeose this new 
alarm of the watchful jealousy of his conse- 
quence, which, joined with a natural heat of tem- 
per wtuch he could not always subdue, were the 
good man's only faults. 

Tliey had regained their former friendly foot- 
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uig, when Roger Wtldrake teturaed from die • 
hut of Jocsline, and whispered his master that 
his raibasey had been successful. The Colonel 
ih&i addressed the divine, and informed him, 
that as the Commissioners had already given up 
Woodstock, and as his uncle. Sir Henry Lee, 
proposed to return to the Lodge about noon, he 
would, if his reverence pleased, attetid him up 
to the borough. 

*' Will you not tarry," sud the reverend man, 
with something like in^uiative apfn^hension in 
his vmce, " to welcome your relatives upon their 
return to this their house ?" 

" N<^ my good friend," siud Colonel Everard ; 
*' the part which I have taken in these unhappy 
broils — ^perhap^ also the mode of worship in 
which I have been educated — have so prejudiced 
me in mine unde's opnion, that I must be for 
some time a stranger to his house and family." 

" Indeed ( I rejoice to hear it, with all my ' 
heart and soul," sud the divine. " Excuse my 
frankness— I do indeed rejoice,— I had thought 
— no matter what I had thought, — I would not 
agun give offence. But truly though the maiden 
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hath a pleaisDt feature, and be, as all men aay, is 
in human thii^ unexceptionable,— yet— but I 
give you pain — in sooth, I will say no nwre uii* 
less you ask my dncere and unprejudiced advice, 
which you shall command, but which I will not 
jffess on you superfluously. Wend we to the 
Ixwough tc^dier— the pleasant solitude of the 
forest may dispose us to open our hearts to each 
other." 

They did walk up to the little town in com- 
pany, and, srauewhat to Master Holdenougb^s 
surptis^ the Colonel, though tbey talked on va- 
rious subjects, did not request of him any ghostly 
advice on the subject of his love to his fair cou- 
sin, while, greatly beyond the expectation of tlie 
soldia, the clergyman kept bis word, and, in his 
own f^ase, was not so superfluous as to ofler 
upon so delicate a point his unasked counsel. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Then uc th« hupin Kooe— Yet ttt «e perch 
Wliere luch foul birds htn roosted, let us clcasic 
The ibgl obKcail)) Ihej've bft b«hutd tbem. 

- The embassy of Wildrake bad been success- 
ful, cbi^y through the mediation of th« Episco. 
pal divine, whom we formerly found acting in the 
character of chaplain to the family, and whose 
vmcc had great influence oo many accounts with 
its master. 

A little before high noon. Sir Henry X,ee, with 
his small household, was again in unchallenged 
possession of their old apartments at the Lodge of 
Woodstock J and the combined exertions of Joce- 
line Jollifle, of Phcebe, and of old Joan, were 
employed in putting to rights what the late in- 
truders had left in great disorder. 

Sir Henry Lcc had, like all persons of qua- 
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lity of that period, a love of order smounting to 
precision, and felt, like a fine lady whose drees 
has been disordered in a crowd, insulted and 
humiliated by the rude confuaon into which his 
household goods had been thrown, and impatient 
till his mansion had been purified from all marks 
of intrusion. In his anger he uttered more orders 
than the limited number of his domestics were 
likdy to find time or hands to execute. " The 
villains have left such sulphureous steams betiod 
them, too," said the old knight, " as if old Davie 
Leslie and the whole Scotch army had quartered 
among them.^ 

'* It may be near as bad," said JoceJine, " for 
men say, for cert^n, it was the'Devil came down 
bodily among them, and made them troop off," 

*' Then," said the knight, " is the Prince of 
Darkness a gentleman, as old Will Shakspeare 
says. He never interferes with those of his own 
coat, for the Lees have been here, father and 
son, these five hundred years, without disquiet; 
and no sooner came these misbegotten churls, 
than he plays his own part among them." 

" Well, one thing he and they have left us," 
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said Jolliffe, " which we may thank them for i 
aad that is, such a well-filled larder and buttery 
as has been seldom seen in Woodstock Lodge 
this many a day ; — caicasee of mutton, large 
rounds of beef, barrels of confectioners' ware, 
pipes and runlets of sack, muBcadine> ale, and 
whatnot. We ^lall have a royal time on't through 
half the winter ; and Joan must get to salung and 
pickling presently." 

" Out, villain !" tad the knight ; " are we to 
feed on the fragment of such scum of the earth 
OS these P — Cast them forth instantly ! — Nay," 
checking himBelf, '* that were a sin ; but give 
them to the poor, or see them sent to the own- 
ers.— And, hark ye, I will none of their strong 
liquors — I would rather drink Uke a hermit all 
my life, than seem to pledge such scoundids as 
these in thdr leavings, like a miserable drawer, 
who drains off the ends of the bottles after the 
guests have pud their reckoning, and gone off. 
—And, hark ye, I will taste no water from the 
cistern out of which these slaves have been ser. 
ving themselves— fetch me down a [ntcher fnnn 
Bosamond'B spring.^ 
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Alice heard this injunction, and well guesfoog 
there was enough for the other members qf the 
family to do, she quietly took a small pitcher, 
and flinging a cloak around her, walked out in 
person to procure Sir Henry the water which he 
desired. Meantime, Joceline said, with sotne 
hesitation, " that there was a man still remained, 
belonging to the party of these strangers, who 
was directing about tbe removal of some trunks 
and mails which belonged to the Commissioners, 
and who could rec^ve his honoiir''s commands 
about the provisions." 

" Let him come hither.".~(The <Ualogue was 
held in the haU.)—" Why do you he^cate, and 
drumble in that manner F" 

" Only, ar,"* said Joceline, ** only perhaps 
your honour might not wish to see him, being the 
same who, on the night before last ■ " 

He paused. 

" Sent my rapier a hawking through the fir. 
moment, thou would'st say ? — Why, when did I 
take spleen at a man fot standing his ground 
agunst me ? — Roundhead as he is, man, I like 
him the better of that, not the worse. I hunger 
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and thirst to bave another turn with hint. I have 
thought on his passado ever rinoe, and I believe, 
vav it to tiy again, I know a feat would control 
it.— Fet^ bim directlj." 

Trusty Tonikins was [Hvaently ushered iti, 
bearing lumself with an iron gravity, wbicb nei- 
ther the temm of the preceding night, nor the 
dignified demeanour of the bigb-bom personage 
before whom he stood, were able for an instant 
to overcome. 

" How BOW, good fellow ?^ said ^ Menry ; 
** I would fain see loinetbing more of tby fence, 
whiob baffled me the other evening— but truly, 
I think tbe light was somewhat too fidnt for my 
old eyes — Take a foil, man — I walk hae in tbe 
hall, as Hamlet says ; and 'ds the breathing-time 
of day with me— Take a fml then in tby hand.** 
'* Since it is your wc^ship's deure," said the 
steward, letting foU his long cloak, and taking 
the fc»l in his hand. 

" Now," said the knight, " if your fitness 
speaks, mine is ready. Metbinks die very step- 
ping on this same old pavement hath charmed 
away the gout which threatened me. — Sa — sa— 
I tread as firm as a gamc-co«k." ' 
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They began the play with gteat sfurit ; and 
whether the old knight really fought more coolly 
with the bluDt than with the sharp we^wn, or 
whether the steward gave him some grains of 
advantage in this merely sportive encounter, it is 
certain Sir Henry had the better in Ihe assault. 
Hia success put him into excellent hamomr. 

" There," said he, " I found your trick, — 
DAyi you cheat me not twice the same way- 
There was a very palpable hit — Why, had I had 
but light «iough the other night— But it skills not 
speaking of it— Here we leave off; I must not 
figfat, as we unwise cavaliers did with you round- 
head rascals, beating you so often that we taught 
you to beat us at last — And good now, tell me 
why you are leaving your larder so full here ? — 
Do you think I or my family can use bitten 
victuals ?~What, have you no better employ- 
ment for your rounds of sequestrated beef than 
to leave them behind you when you shift your 
quarters ?" 

" So please your honour," said Tomkins, " it 
may be that you desire not the flesh of beeves, 
of rams, or of goats. Nevertheless, when you 
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know tlmt the proviuons were provided and paid 
for out of your own rents and stock at Ditchley, 
sequestrated to the use of the state more than a 
year since, it may be you will have less scruple 
to use them for your own behoof." 

" Rest assured that I shall,^ siud Sir Henry ; 
" and gl^ you have helped me to a share of 
mine own. Certainly I was an ass to suspect 
your masters of subsisting, save at honest men's 
expense.'' 

" And as for the rumps of beeves,'' ccHitinued 
Tomkins, with the same solemnity, " there is a 
rump at Westminster, which will stand us of the 
army much hacking and hewing yet, ere it is di». 
cussed te our mind." 

Sir Henry paused, as if to connder what was 
the meamng of this inuendo ; for he was not a 
person of very quick apprehension. But having 
at length caught the meaning of it, he burst into 
an explo^on of louder laughter than Jocelioeiiad 
seen him indulge in for a good while. 

" Bight, knave," he sud, " I taste thy jest- 
It is the very moral of the puppeUahow. Fain- 
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tus ruaed the devil, as the Parliament raised the 
anny— «nd tb«i, as the devil flicB away with 
FaustuB, to will the tarmy fly away with the Far. 
liament— 01 the rump, as thou cafl^t it, or nttiog 
part of the so-called Parlisraent— And then, 
took you, friend, the very devil of all hath my 
willing consent to ffy away with the army in its 
turn, from the highest gennal down to the lowest 
drum-boy.— Nay, never look fierce for the mat- 
ter; remember there is daylight enough nowibr 
a game at sh&rps." 

Trusty Tomkma appeared to think it b«t to 
suppress his displeasure ; and observing, that the 
w«ns w»e ready to transport the Commission- 
ers'' property to the borough, took a grave leave 
of Sir Henry Lee. 

Meantime the old man continued to pace his 
recovered ball, rubbing his bands, and evincing 
greater signs of glee than he had shown since the 
fatal SOth of January. 

'* Here we are again in the old frank, JoUA 
—well victualled too.— How the knave solved 
my point of cmucience f— the dullest of them is 
a special casuist where the question concerns pro- 
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fit. Look out if there are not some of our own 
ra^ed r^meiit lurking about, to whom a belly- 
fuU would be a God-wnd, Joceline — Then his 
fence, Joceline— though the fellow f<nn& well- 
very Euffldeot well — But tbou eaw'st how I dealt 
with faim when I bad fitting light, Joceline.** 

" Ay» UDrd to your honour did," said Joceline. 
** You tau^t him to know the Cuke of Norfolk 
from Saunders Gardner. I'll warrant him, he 
will not wish to come under your hoiiour''8 thumb 

** Why, I am wanng old,** &aid Sir Henry ; 
** but skill will not mat through age, though 
unewB must sti^n. But mj age is like a Ins^ 
wffiter, as <Ad Will says-^Jrosty but kindly — 
And what if, old as we are, we bve to see better 
days yet 1 I promise thee, Joceline, I love this 
janing betwixt the rogues of the board and the 
fogues of the sword. When thieves quarrel, true 
aoen have a chance of coming by tbdr own." 

Thus triumphed the old cavalier, in the treble 
glory of having recovoed his dwelling — regain- 
ed, as he thought, his character as a man of fence, 
and finally discovered some prospect of a ahtwgg 

17 
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of ijmee, in which he was not without hopes that 
something might turn up for the royal interest. 

Meanwhile, Alice, with a prouder and a lighter 
heart than had danced in her bosom for several 
days, went forth with a giuety to which she of late 
had been a stranger, to contribute her assistance 
to the regulation and supply of the household, 
by bringing the fresh water wanted fr<Hn fair Ho- 
samond's well. 

• Ferba^, she remembered, that when she was 
but a girl, bar cousin Markham used, among 
others, to make her perform that duty, as present- 
ing the character of some captive Trojan prin- 
cess, condemned by her situation to draw the 
waUn firom Bome G-recian spring, for the use of 
the proud victor.— At any rate, she certainly 
joyed to see her father r^nstated in his andent 
halnbiUon ; and the joy was not the less nncere, 
that die knew their return to Woodstock had been 
{H-ocnred by means of her cousin, and that even 
in her father's prgudiced eyes, Everard bad been 
in some d^;ree exculpated of the accusations the 
cAd knight had brought agunst him ; and that 
if a reconciliation had not yet taken place, the 
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preliminaries liad lieen established on which such 
a deflirsble oonclusten might easily be founded. 
It was like the commencement of a bridge, vhen 
the foundation is securely laid, and the piers rai- 
sed above the influence of the torrent^ the throw- 
ing of the arches may be accomplished in a sub- 
sequent season. 

The doubtful fate c^ her only brother might 
have clouded even this momentary gleam of sun- 
shine; but Alice had been bred up during-ihe 
close and frequent contests of civil war, and had 
acquired the habit of hoping in behalf of those 
dear to her, until hope was lost. In the present 
case, all reports seemed to assure her of her bro- 
ther's safety. 

Besides these causes for gaiety, Alice Lee had 
the fdea«ng feeling that she was restored to the 
habitation and the haunts of her eluldhood, from 
which she had not departed without much pain, 
-the more felt, perhaps, because suppressed, in 
order to avoid irritating her father*s sense of his 
misfortune. Finally, ^e enjoyed for the instant 
the gleam of self-satisfaction by which we see the 
young (uid well-disposed so often animated, when 
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they can be, in oommon phraBe, belpful to tboae 
whom they love, and perform at the moment of 
need some of those little domestic tasks, whidi 
age rec^ves with so much pleasure from the 
duUful hands of youth. So that, altt^ether, as 
she hasted through the remains and vetdges at 
a wilderness already mentioned, and from thence 
about a bow-shot into the Park, to bring a jHt- 
cher (^ water fima Rosamond's spring, Alice 
Lee, her features enlivoied and her comj^exion 
a little nused by the exercise, had, for the mo- 
ment, r^ained the gay and brilliant vivadty of 
ezpresd<m which bad been the diaracteriitic of 
her beauty in her earlier and happier days. 

This fountain of old memory had been once 
adorned with architectural onuunents in the style 
of the nxteenth century, chiefly relating to an- 
cient mythology. All these were now wasted and 
orerthrowD, and existed only as moss-covered 
ruins, while the living spring continued to fur- 
tush its duly treasures, unrivalled in purity, 
though the quantity was nnall, gushing out amid 
disjcnated stones, and bubbling through frag- 
ments of ancient sculpture. 
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With a light itep and a laug^ung brow the 
young I<ady of Lee was ^^troaching the foun- 
tain, usually so solitary, when she pauied on b^ 
holding some one seated hende iL She proceed- 
ed, however, with confidence, thou^ with a step 
aomething less gay, when she ohserred that the 
parson was a female ;— scHoe menial perhaps from 
the town, whom a' fanciful mistress occasionally 
dispatched for the water of a spring, supposed to 
be peculiarly pure, or tome aged woman, who 
made a httle trade by carrying it to the better 
lort of families, and seUing it for a trifle. There 
was no cause, tbereftn^, for apjHvhenaitHi. 

Yet the terrors <^ the times were so great, that 
Alice did not even see a stranger of her own sex 
without some ^>prehenaon. Denaturalized wo- 
men badas usual followed thecampsof botharmies 
during the Civil War} who on the one side with 
open profiigai^ and profanity, on the other with 
the fraudful tone <^ bnaticiam or hypocrisy, ex- 
ercised nearly in like degree th^ talents for mur- 
der ot plunder. But it was broad daylight, the 
distance from the Lodge was but trifling, and 
though a litUe alarmed at seeing a stranger where 
the expected deep sohtude, the daughter of the 
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haughty old Knight had too much of the lion 
about her, to fear without some determined and 
decided cause. 

Alice walked, therefore, gravely on toward the 
fount, and composed her looks aa she took a hasty 
glance of the female who was seated there, and 
addiessed herself to her task of filling her pit- 
cher. 

The woman, whose presence had surprised and 
somewhat startled Alice Lee, was a person of 
the lower rank, wh(w ted cloak, russet kirtle, 
haodkercbief trimmed with CoTentry blue, aod a 
coarse steeple hat, could not indicate at best any- 
thing higher than the wife of a small fanner, or, 
perhaps, the helpmate of a bailiff or hind. It was 
weU if she proved nothing vorae. Her clothes, 
indeed, were of good materials; but, what the fe- 
male eye discerns with half a glance, they were 
mdifferentiy adjusted and put on. Tliis looked as 
if they did not belong to the perscm by whom 
ibej were worn, but were artidesof which she had 
become the mistress by some accident, if not by 
some successful robbery. Her size, too, as did 
not escape Alice, even in the short perusal she 
afforded the stranger, was unusual ; her feature* 
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swarthy and singularly harsh, and her manner 
altogether unpropitious. The young lady almoat 
wished, as she stooped to fill her pitcher, that 
she had rather turned back, and sent Joceline 
on the errand; but repentance was too late now, 
and she had only to di^uise as well as she could 
her unpleasant feelings. 

" The blessings of this bright day to one as 
bright as it is,** said the stranger, with no un- 
fiiendly, though a harsh voice. 

" I thank you," s^ Alice in reply; and con. 
tlnued to fill her pitcher busily, by assistance of 
an iron bowl which remained still chained to one 
of the stones beside the fount^n. 

" Perhaps, my pretty maiden, if you would 
accept my help,your work would be sooner done," 
said th'e stranger. 

" I thank you," s«d Alice ; " but had I need- 
ed as^stance, I could have brought those with 
me who had rendered it." 

" I do not dqubt of that, my pretty maidan," 
answered the female ; " there are too many lads 
in Wowbtock with eyes in their heads— No doubt 
you could have brought with you any one of 
them who looked on you, if you had listed." 
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Alice replied not a syUable, tot she did not like 
the fnedom used hj the speaker, and waB desi- 
rous to break off the conversation. 

" Are you ofiended, my pretty miatress P" said 
the stranger ; *< that was far from my purpose. 
^I will put my question otherwise — Are the 
good dames of Woodstock so earless of their 
pretty dnugfators as to let the flower of them all 
wander about the wiU chase without a mother, 
or a somebody to prevent the fox from running 
away mth the lamb? — that corelesaiess, me- 
tfainks, shows small kindQess." 

" Content yourself, good woman, I am not far 
from protection and asustance," said Alice, who 
liked less and lees the effivmtery of her new ao- 
qutuDtance. 

" Alas ! my pretty muden," said the strajiger, 
patting with her large and hud hand the bead 
which AUce had kept bended down towards the 
water which she was laving, ** it would be dif. 
ficult to hear such a pipe as youis at the town of 
Woodstock, scream as loud as you would." 

Alice shook the woman's hand angrily off, tocA 
up her fntcher, though ncA above h^ f\ill, and 
as she saw the stranger rise at die same time, 
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uad, not without fear doubtlna, but with a natu- 
ral feeling of resentment and dignity, " I bare 
no reaion to make my cries heard as far as Wood- 
stock); were there occantm for my crying for 
help at all, it is nearer at hand if I need it." 

She spoke not inthout a warrant ; for,.at the 
moment, broke through the bushes, and stood by 
her nde, the noble hound Bevis ; fixing on the 
stranger his eyes that glanced fire, rtusing every 
hair on his gallant mane as upright as the bristles 
of a wild boar when hard preyed, grinning dll a 
case of teeth, which would have matdied those of 
any wolf in Kussia, were displayed in full array, 
and, without ^tber barking or springing, seeming, 
by lus low determined growl, to await but the ng- 
nal (or dashing at the female, whom he {Mainly 
conndered as a sus^ous person. 

But the stranger was undaunted. " My pretty 
muden," she said, " you have indeed a formida- 
ble guardian there, where cockneys or bumpkins 
are concerned ; hut we who have been at the wars 
know spells for taming such furious dragons; 
and therefore let not your four-footed [wotector 
go loose on me, for he i^ a noble animal, and no- 
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thing but self-defence would induce me to do hint 
injury." So saying, she drew a pistol from ba 
bosom, and cocked it— pointing it towards the 
dog, as if apprehensive that he would spring 
upon her. 

", Hold, woman, bold !" said Alice Lee ; " the 
dog will not do you hurm.— Down, Bevia, couch 
down — And ere you att^npt to hurt btm, know 
he is the favourite hoi^nd of Sir Henry Lee of 
Ditchley, the keeper of Woodstock Park, who 
would severely revenge any injury offered to him." 

** And jou, pretty one, are the old knight^s 
housekeeper, doubtless ? I have often heard the 
Lees have good taste." 

" I am his daa^ter, good woman." 

" His daughter ! — I was blind — but yet it u 
true, nothing le^ perfect could answer Uie de* 
scriptionjvhich all the world ha6 given of Mistress 
.iAl^ce L^ I trust that my folly has given my- 
youngimAfess no oSence, and that i^e will allow 
me,-in;.t^^n of reconciliation, to fill her pitcher, 
wid Afipcit as far as she wiU permit" 

" Jl9^ji will, good mother ; but I am about 
to< retufn instantly to th^ Lodge, to whidi, in 
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these umes, I cannot admit strangers. You can 
follow me no farther than the vei^ of the wil- 
derness, and I am already too long from home : 
I wilt send sane one to meet and relieve you <^ 
the pitdier.'" So saying, she turned her back, 
with a feeling of terror which she could hardly 
account for, and b^an to wallc quickly towards 
the Lodge, thinking thus to get rid of her trou- 
blesfxne acquaintance. 

But she reckoned without her host ; for in a 
moment her new companion was by her side, 
not running, indeed, but walking with prodi^ous 
long unwomanly strides, which soon brou^t her 
up with the hurried and timid steps of the fright- 
ened maiden. But her manner was more respect- 
ful than formerly, though her vmce sounded re^ 
markably harsh and disagreeable, and her whole 
appearance suggested an undefined, yet irrenst- 
ible feeling of apprehen^on. 

" Pardon a stranger, lovely Mistress Alice," 
said her persecutor, " that was not capable of 
dis^nguishiDg between a lady of your high qua- 
lity and a peasant wench, and who spoike to you 
with a degree of freedom, ill-befitting your rank, 
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CCTtainly, and condidoQ, and which, I fear, has 
pvea you c^nce." 

" No offence whatever," replied Alice; " but, 
good woman, I am near home, and can excuse 
jour farther company, — You are unknown to 
me." 

" But it follows not," Baid the ttnmger, " that 
your fortunes may not be known to me, fair Mis- 
tresa Alice. Look on my swarthy brow — Eng- 
land breeds none such — and in the lands from 
vhich I come, the sun which Uackeos our com- 
plexicm, pours, to make amends, rays of know- 
ledge into our hnuns, which are denied to those 
of your lukewarm climate. Let me look upon 
your pretty hand, — (attempting to possess h«- 
Belf of it,) — and I promioe you, you shall heu- 
what will please you." 

" I hear what does not please me," said Alice, 
with dignity ; " you must carry your tricks of 
fortune-telling and palmistry to the women of 
the villagi^— We of the gentry hold them to be 
atfaer imposture or unlawful knowledge." 

'' Yet you would fain hear of a cectfUn Cok>. 
nel, I warrant you, vthaio certun unhappy cir- 
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CHmBtances have lepBrated from his bmily ; you 
would give better than silver if I could assuie 
you that you' would see him in a day or two^ 
«y, perh^ sooner." 

" I knov nothing of what you speak, good 
woman ; if you want alms, there is a piece of ul- 
ver^-it ia all I have in my purse." 

" It w^e fnty that I should take it," said the 
female ; " and yet give it me — for the princess 
in the fairy tale must ever deserve, by her gene- 
rosity, the bounty of the benevolent fairy before 
she is rewarded by her protection." 

*' Take it — take it — give me my pitcher," 
said Alice, " and begone, — ^yonder comes one of 
my fatherV servants. — What, ho > — Joceline — 
Jocelioe!" 

The old fortune.teller hastily dropped some- 
thing into the pitt^er as she restored it to Alice 
Lee, and, plying her long limbs, jlisappeared 
a/peedaiy under cover of the wood. 

Bens turned, and backed, and showed some 
inclinaUon to harass the retreat of this suspicious 
person, yet, as if uncert^n, ran towards Joliilfe, 
and fawned on him, to demand his advice and 
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encouragement. Joceline padfied the animal, 
and, coming up to his young lady, asked her, 
with Burpriee, what was the matter,' and whether 
■he had been Frightened ? Alice mode light of 
her alarm, for which, indeed, she oould not have 
assigned any very competent reason ; for the man- 
ners of the woman, though bold and intrusive, 
were not menacing. She only said she had met 
a fortune-teller by Rosamond's Well, and had 
had some difficulty in shaking her oiF. 

*' Ah, the gipsy thief,* said Joceline, " how 
well she scented there was food in the pantry !— 
they have noses tike ravens these strollers. Look 
you. Mistress Alice^ you shall not see a raven, or 
a carrion-crow, in all the blue sky for a mile round 
you ; but let a sheep drop suddenly down on the 
green-sward, and before the poor creature's dead 
you shall see a dozen of such guests croaking, 
as if inviting each o^er to the banquet— Just so 
it is with these sturdy begg&rs. You will see few 
enough of them when there's nothing to give, 
but when hough's in the pot, they will have share 
on'L" 

" You are so proud of your fresh supply of 
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provender," said Alice, " that you suspect all of 
a detogn on't. I do not think this woman will 
venture near your kitchen, Joceline." 

" It will be best for her health,*" said Joceline, 
" lest I give her a ducking for digestion. — But 
p\e me the pitcher. Mistress Alice — meeter I 
bear it than you. — How now? what jingles at 
the bottom ? have you lifted the pebbles as well 
as the water ?" 

" I think the woman dropped something into 
the pitcher,^ said Alice. 

•' Nay, we must look to that, for it is like to 
be a charm, and we have enough of the devil's 
ware about Woodstock already — we will not 
spare for the water — I can run back and fill the 
pitcher." He poured out the water upon the 
grass, and at the bottom of the [utcher was 
found a gold ring, in which was set a ruby, ap. 
parently of some value. 

** Nay, if this be not enchantment, I know 
not what is,'' said Joceline. " Truly,. Mistress 
Alice, I think you had better throw away this 
gimcrack. Such gifts from such hands are a kind 
of press-money which the devil uses for enlisting 
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bii regiment of witches ; and if they take but to 
much as a bean from him, they bectHne his bond 
slayefi for life— Ay, you look at the gew.ga«r, but 
to-morrow you will find a lead ring and a common 
pebble in its stead." 

" Nay, Jocetine, I think it will be better to 
find out that dark-Gomplenoned woman, and le- 
turn to her what seems of some value. So, cause 
inquiry .to be made, and be sure you return her 
ring. It seems too valuable to be destroyed." 

" Umph ! that is always the way with women," 
murmured Joceline. " You will never get the 
best of them, but she is willing to save a bit of 
finery.— Well, Mistress Alice, I trust that you 
Are too young and too pretty to be enlisted in a 
re^ment of witches." 

" I shall not be afraid of it till you turn con- 
jurer," stud Alice ; " so hasten to the well, where 
you are like still to find the woman, and let her 
know that Alice Lee deures none of her giftSj 
any more than she did of her society." 

So saying, the young lady pursued her way 
to the Lodge, while Joceline went down to Ro- 
samond's Well to execute her commission. But 
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the fortune-teller^ or whoever she might be» mt 
nowhere to be found ; neither, finding that to be 
the case, did Joceline give himself much trouble 
in tracking her farther. 

" If this ring, which I dare say the jade stole 
somewhere," said the under-keeper to himself, 
" be worth a few nobles, it is better in honest 
bands than in that of vagabonds. My master has 
a right to all wufs and strays, and certainly such 
a ring, in possesion of a gipsy, must be a waif. 
So I shall confiscate it without scruple, and iqv 
ply the produce to the supporWof Sir Henry's 
household, which is like to be poor enough. Thank 
Heaven, my military experience has taught me 
how to carry books at my finger-ends — that is 
trooper's law. Yet hang it, after all, I had beat 
take it to Mark Everard and ask his advice— I 

. hold him now to be your learned counsellor in law 
where Mistress Alice's affairs are concerned, and 

' my learned Doctor, who shall be nameleBB^ tor 
sudi as ooncem Church and State and Sir Henry 
I^ee— And I'll ^ve them leave to give mine urn- 
Ues to the kites and ravens if they find me con- 
ferring my confidence where it is not safe." 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Being ikillew in Ihtte puti, which, lo ■ Hranga-, 
Cngnided ud uninended, oAen prore 
Rough umI inhofpitoble. 

Tatlfth mghl. 

TuEKE was a little attempt at preparation, now 
-that Uie dioner hour was arrived, which showed 
that, ia the o|inion of his few but faithful do- 
meslicB, the good Knight had returned in tri- 
umph to hia home. 

The great tankard, exhibidng in bas-relief the 
figure of Micbad subduing the Arch-enemy, was 
placed on the table, and Jocebne and Fhcebe 
dutifully attended ; the one belund the chair of 
Sir Henry, the other to wait upon her youi^ 
mistress, and hoth to make out, by formal and 
regular observance, the want of a more nume- 
rtrnt tr»n. 

" A health to King Charles V said the old 
Knight, handing the massive tankard ■io his 
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daughter; " drink it, my love, though it be re- 
bel ale which they have left us. I will pledge 
thee ; for the toast will excuse the liqwa*, had 
Noll bimsdtf brewed it.'" 

The young lady touched the goblet with her 
lip, and returned it to her father, who took a 
cojHous draught. 

" I will not Bay blessing on tbe^ hearts,** said 
he ; *' though I must own they drank good ale.^ 
" No wonder, sir ; they come lightly' by the 
malt, and need not spare it,** said Joceline. 

" Say'st thou ?" said the knight ; *' thou E^alt 
finish the tankard thyself for that very jest's sake." 
Nor was his follower slow in d<nng reason to the 
royal pledge. He bowed, and replaced the tank- 
ard, saying, after a triiunphant glance at the 
sculpture, " I bad a jibe with that same red-coat 
about the Saint Michael just oow.^ 

" It«d-coat — ha I what red-coat ?"" said the 
hasty old man. " Do any <^ these knaves still 
lurk about Woodstock ?— Quint him down stairs 
instantly, Jocdine. — Enow we not GaUoway 
nags?" 
*' So please you> he is in some charge here, 

VOL. II. u 
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and will speedily begone.— It is be — he who had 
a Tcncontre with your honour in the wood." 

" Ay, but I pud him off for it in the hall, as 
you yourself saw. — I was never in better fence in 
tny life, Joceline. That same eteward fellow is 
not to utterly blaek-bearted a rogue as the most 
of them, Jocelinc. He fences well— excdlent 
wcU. I will have thee try a bout in the hall with 
hni to-oaorrow, though I think he will be .too 
hard for thee. I know thy strength to an tnch.^ 

He might say this with some truth ; for it wag 
Joceline's fashion, when called on, as sometimes 
happened, to fence with his patron, just to put 
fimh as much of his strength and skill as obliged 
the Kn^ht to contend hard for the victoij, which, 
in the long run, he always contrived to yield up 
to him, like a diBcreet serving-man. 

" And what said this round-headed steward 
of our great Saint Michael's standing cup ?" 

" Marry, he scofied at our good saint, and 
said he was little better thwi one of the golden 
cflites t^ Bethel. But I told him he thould not 
talk so, until one of their own round-headed saints 
had pvea the devil at complete a cnMS>buttock 
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as Stint Hichiel had given him, as His oitrred 
upon the cup there. I trow that made him si- 
lent enou^. And then he would know whether 
jour honour and Mistress Alice, not to mratWQ 
old Joan and myself, since it is your honour's 
pleasure I should take my bed here, were not 
afraid to deep in a house that had been so mdch 
disturbed. But I told him we feared no fiends 
or goblins, having the ptayen of the Church read 
every evening," 

'< Joceline," said Alice, interrupting him, 
" wert thou mad ? You know at what risk to 
oursdves and the good doctor the per&rmaoce 
of that duty takes pUoe.^ 

*' Oh, Mistress Alice," said Jocdine, a little 
abadied, '* you may be sure I spoke not a word 
of the doctor — "So, no— I did not let him into 
the secret that ve had such a reverend chaplain. 
—I think I know the length of this man^s foot 
We have had a jollification or so together. He 
is hand and glove with me, for as great a fanatic 
as he is." 

" Trust him not too fer,^ said the knight 
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" Nay, I fear thou hast been improdeat alieady, 
and that it will be unsafe for the good man to 
eome here after ni^Ufall, as is proposed These' 
Ind^Mid^its have noses like hkxxl-hounds, and 
can smell out a loyalist under any disguise.^ 

" If your honour thinks so," said Jocdine, 
*' rU watdr for the doctor with good will, and 
bmg him into the Lodge by the old ccmdemned 
postern, and so up to this apartment; and sure 
this mao Tomkins would never presume to come 
hiUier, and the doctor may have a bed in Wood_ 
stock Iiodge, and he never the wiser ; or, if yoiar 
honour does not think that safe, I can cut his 
throat for you, and I would not mind it a pin." 

" God fwbid !" sud the kmght. " He is un- 
der our roof, and a guest, though not an invited 
one. — Go, Joceline ; it sliall be thy penance, fw 
having j^ven thy timgue too much license^ to 
watch for the good doctor, and to take caie of 
his safe^ white he continues with ub. An Octo> 
ber nig^t or two in the forest would finiah the 
good man." 

" He's more hke to finidi our October than 
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our October is to finish him," md the keq>er ; 

and withdrew under the eDcoang^ smile of his 
patron. 

He whistled Bevifl along wiUi him to share in 
his watch ; and having recnved exact informa- 
^n where the clergyman was most likely to be 
found, assured his master that he would give the 
noBt pcHnted attention to his safety. When the 
attendants had withdrawn, having previously re- 
moved the renuuns of the meal, tlie old knight, 
^ning baek in his chair, encouraged pleasanter 
visons than had of late' passad through his imo* 
{^nation, until by degrees he was surptised bj 
actual slumber ; while his daughter, not vestu- 
ring to more but on tdp-toe, took some needlei- 
work, and brining it close by the old man's side, 
employed her fingers on this task, bending hereyes 
from time to time on her parent, with the a&iy 
tionate zeal, if not the effective power, of a guv- 
dianangel Atlaigth,a8thelightfadeda«ay,and 
ni^t came <», she was about to cause candles to 
be brought But, remembering how indi^rent a 
couch Joceline's cottage had afforded, she could 
jftA think of interrupting the iirst sound and rv 
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Ueatang deep which bcr father had v^oyed, in 
ail probability, ftr the iaat two mghts add days. 
She henetf had do other amuBement, as aba 
■at fuang eoe of the gnat oriel mndowB, the 
aame hy idiieh Wildmke had on a ffHiner occa- 
man looked in apon Tomldns and Jocdine while 
at their aompotadon% than watdung the clouds, 
irtneh a lazy wind loiBetiinei chased firom the 
broad ^k of the harreflt-moon, somstimm per- 
mitted to accumulate, and exdude htr bright* 
Bcai. Thero is, I know not why, etM&ediing pe> 
ooHariy i^eaibif; t« the imagination, in contem- 
platii^ die Qusrai of Night, when Ae is aadinffj 
at the exproaMon is, among the vapours which she 
has not power to di^, and which on their side 
we Qnd>le entirely to quench her lustre. It is the 
strikiiig image of patient virtue, calmly pursuing 
her path through good report and bad rep<»lv 
faavieg that exceUence in horself whidi ought to 
eommand aU admiration, but bedimmed in the 
eyes of the world, by suffering, by misfi»iune, bjr 
eahimny. 

As some such refiections, perhaps, w«re pass- 
ing throng Alicelsima^nation, she became sen- 
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Bible, to her siUfHise and alarm, that tome one 
had dambered up upon the window, and was 
looking into the room. The idea of Bupematuial 
fear did not in the sUghtest degree a^tate Alice. 
She was too much accustomed to the place and 
^tuaUon ; for folks do not see spectres in the 
scenes wiUi which, they have been familiar from in- 
fant^. But danger from marauders in a disturbed 
country was a more formidable subject of a[^r&- 
henuoQ, and the thou^t armed Alice, who was 
naturaUy high-spirited, with such desperate cou- 
rage, that she snatched a pistol from the widl, 
on which some fire-arms hung, and while she 
screamed to her father to awake, had the presence 
of mind to present it at the inUuder. She did 
so the more readily, because die imagined she 
recogmzed in the visage, which she partially saw, 
the features of the woman whom she had met 
with at Rosamond's Well, and which had appear- 
ed to her peculiarly harsh md suapidous. Her 
father at the same time sased hie sword and came 
forward, while the person at the window, alarm- 
ed at these demonstraUoos, and endeavounng to 
descend, missed footing, as had Cavaliero Wil- 
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drake.before her, end went down to the eartlt 
wilJi no Bmall tkox. Nor was the recepbtm on 
the bosom of our comnion mother either aott or 
sefe ; for, by a most terrific barii and growl, they 
heard that Bevis had come up and smed on the 
party, ere he or she could gain their feet. 

" Hold fast, but worry ncft," said the old 
knight.— " Alice, thou art Uie queen of weuches! 
Stand fast here till I run down and secure the 
rascal." 

" For God's sake, no, my dearest father !" 
Alice exdtdmcd ; *' Joceline will be up imme- 
diately — Hark ! — I hear him." 

There was indeed a bustle below, and more 
than one light danced to and fro in confusion, 
while those who bcnre them called to each other, 
yet supprefl^g th^r voices as they spoke, as 
men who would only be heard by those they ad- 
dressed. The indiridual who had fallen under 
the power of Bevis was most impatient in bis si- 
tuation,and called withleast precaution.^*' Her^ 
Lee— Forester — take the dog oiF, else I must 
shoot him." 

f If thou dost,^^ said Sir Henry from the wil)t 
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Saw, " I blow thy brains out on the spot — thieves, 
Joceline, thieves I come up and secure this ruf- 
fian. — Bevis, hold on !" 

" Beck, BeTis ; down, rir," cried Jocdine. — 
" I am coming, I am coming, Sir Henry— Saint 
Midiael, I shall go distracted !^ 

A terrible thought suddenly occurred to Alice, 
—could Joceline have become uofuthful, that 
he was calling Bevis off the villain, instead of en- 
couraging the trusty dog to secure him ? Her 
father, meantime, moved perhaps by smne su^ 
jMOtHi of the same kind, hastily stepped aside out 
of the moonh^t, and pulled Alice close to him, 
so as to be invirable from without, yet so placed 
as to hear what should pass. The scuffle between 
Bevis and his prisoner seined to be ended by 
Joceline's interference, and there was close whis- 
pering for an instant, as of people in coaeuItaUon. 

" All is quiet now," said one voice ; " I will 
up and prepare the way for you.'"— And im- 
mediately a form j»esented itself on the outoda 
of the window, pushed open the lattice, and 
sprung into the parlour. But almost ere his step 
yrfa upon the floor, certunly b^ore hp bod pb* 
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tained any secure footiiig, ths old kaight, who 
stood ready with bia rapier drawn, made a des- 
perate pass, which bore the intruder to the ground. 
Jocelioe, whe clambered up next with a dark 
lantern in his band, uttered a dreadful excla- 
mation, when he saw what had happened, crying 
out, ** Lord in heaven, be has slain hi* own son !* 

" No, no— I tell you no," said the fallen young 
man, who was indeecl young Albert Lec^ the only 
son of the tJd kni^1>— " I am not hurt.— No 
noise, oa your lives — get lights instantly." At 
the same time, he started from the floor as quick- 
ly as he could, under the embarrassment of a cloak 
and doublet skewered as it were toother by the 
ra[»er of the old knight, whose pass, most for- 
tunately, bad-been chverted firom the body of 
Albert by the intemipbon of bis cloak, the blade 
pasang right acrois his back, jnerrang the clothes, 
while the hilt c<»ning against bis ade with the 
whole force of the lounge, bad bcmie him to the 
ground. 

Joceline all the while enjmned silence to every 
one, under the strictest conjiirati(m6. " SOeoce, 
as you would live long on eartl^— silence, as you 
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would bare a place in heaven, — ^be but a\eai for 
a few minutes— all our lives depend on it." 

Meantime he procured lights with ioexpresuble 
dispatch, and they then beheld that Sir Henry, 
<m hearing the fatal worda, had sunk back cm 
one of the large cbaire, witiumt ^tber motion, 
colour, or ngn of lift. 

" Oh, brother, how cotdd you come in this 
manner?" said Alice. 

<* Aek no questioni — Good God t for what am 
I reserved?" He gazed on lus father as be spok^ 
who, with clay-cold features rigidly fixed, and 
bis arms extended in the most absolute hel[des». 
ness, looked rather the image of deal!) upon a 
Dtmumoit, than a b^g in whom existence was 
enly Bartended. *' Was my life spared," said 
Albert, roinng his hands with a wild gesture to 
heaven, " only to witness such a nght as this !" 

" We suffer what Heavm permits, young man 
— >we endure our lives while Heaven continues 
them. Let me approach." The same clergyman 
who had read the prayers at Joceline's hut now 
came forward. ** Get water," he said, " instant- 
ly." And the hdpful hand and light foot of 
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AUce> with the ready-witted tendonesft which 
never stagnates in vain lamentatums wlule there 
is any room for hope, provided with incredible 
cderitj all that the clergyman called for. 

" It is but a swoon," he stud, on feeling Sir 
Henry^E palm, — " a swoon produced from the 
instant and unexpected shock. Rouse thee up, 
Albert ; I promise thee it will be nothing save a 
syncope— A cup, my dearest Alice, and a rib* 
bon, or a bandage^I must take some blood — 
some aromatics, too, if they can be had, my good 
Alice." 

But while Alice procured the cup and band- 
«ge, stripped her father's sleeve, and seemed by 
intuition even to anticipate every direcUon of 
the reverend doctor, her brother, hearing no 
word, and sedng no ugn of comfort, stood with 
both bands clas])ed and elevated into the air, a 
mcmument of speechless despair. Every feature 
in his face seemed to express the thought, " Here 
lies my father's corpse, and it is I whose ra«hnea 
has sliun him ■" 

But when a few drops of blood began to fol- 
iffw the lancet— at first falling. singly, and tb«D 
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trickling in a freer stream— when, in consequence 
of the application of cold water to the temples, 
and aromaticB to the nostrila, the old man ughed 
feehly, and made an effort to move his limbs, 
Albert Lee c^nged his posture, at once to throw 
himself at the feet of the d^gym^n, and kiss, if 
he would have permitted him, his shoes and the 
hem of his raiment. 

" Bise, foolish youth," said the good man, 
with a reproving tone ; " must it be always thus 
with you P — Kneel to Heaven, not to the feeblest 
of its agents. You have been saved once again 
from great danger — would you deserve Heaven's 
bounty, remember you have been preserved for 
other purposes than you now think on. Begone 
you andJoceline, you have a duty to discharge ; 
and be assured it will go better with your father's 
recovery that he see you not for a few minutes. 
Down — down to the wilderness, and biing in 
your attendant." 

" Thanks, thanks, a thousand thanks,"" an. 
swered Albert Lee ; and, sprin^ng through the 
lattice, he disappeared as unexpectedly as he 
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had eoterad — at the same Ume Joceline followed 
him, and b; the same road. 

Alice, whose fears for her father were now 
something abated, upon this new movement 
anKHig the persons of the scene, could not resist 
appealing to iier venerable asdstant " Good 
Doctor, answer me but one question — was my 
brother Albert here just now, or have I dreamed 
all that has happened for these ten minutes past P 
Methinks, but (at your presence, I could sup- 
pose the whole had passed in my sleep— that 
h<HTible thrust— 4hat death-like, corpse-like old 
man — that soldier in mute despwr — I must in- 
deed have dreamed.'" 

** If you have dreamed, my sweet Alice," said 
tlie doctor, " I wish every «ck nurse had your 
property, since you hove been attending to our 
pauent better during your sleep, than moat <^ 
these old dormice can do when they are most 
awake. But your dream came through the gate 
of horn, my pretty darling, which you must re- 
mind me to explain to you at leisure. Albert has 
really been here, aod will be here agun." 
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" Albert," repeated Sir Henry, " vho names 
my ton?" 

" It is I, my kind patron," said the doctor ; 
" permit me to bind up your arm." 

*' My wound ?— with all my heart, doctor," 
eiud Sir Henry, raiung himaelf, and gathering his 
recollection by degrees. " I knew of old thou 
wert body-curer ai well as soul-curer, and served 
my regiment for surgeon as well as chaplain.^ 
But where is the rascal I kitted P^— I never made 
a fidrer Bttama^on in my life. The shell of my 
raper struck against his ribs. So dead he must 
be, or my right hand has forgot its cunning." 

" Nobody was slain," said the doctor ; '• we 
must thank God for that, since there were none 
but ftiends to slay. He^ is a good cloak and dou- 
blet, though, wounded in a &shion which will re- 
quire some skill in tailot-craft to cure. But I was 
your last antagonist, and took a little blood From 
you, merely to prepare you for the pleasure and 
surprise of seeing your son, who, though hunted 
pretty close, as you may believe, hath made his 
way from Worcester hither, where, with Joceline's 
asustance, we will care well enough for his safe- 
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ty. It was even for this reason that I preaaed 
you to accept of your nephew's proposal to re- 
turn to the old Lodge, where a hundred men 
might be concealed, though a thousand were 
making search to discover them. Never Buch a 
I^ce for hide-and-seek, as I shall nuke good 
when I can find means to publish my Wonders 
of Woodstock. " 

*' But, my son — my dear stHi," said the knight, 
" shall I not then instantly see turn ! and where- . 
(ore did you not forewarn me of this joyful 
event?" 

" Because I was uncertain of his motions," 
Bud the doctor, *' and rather thought he was 
bound for the cea-side, and that it would be best 
to tell you of his fate when lie was safe on board, 
and in full sul for France. We had apptnnted 
to let you know all 'when I came hither to-night 
to join you. But there is a red-coat in the house 
whom we care not to trust, farther than we could 
not help. We dared not, therefore, venture in by 
the hall ; and so, prowling round the btiildtn{|^ 
Albert informed us, that an old prank of bis, 
when a boy, coimted of entering by tlus win- 
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dow. A lad vho was with us would needs make 
the experiment, as there seemed to be no light in 
the chamber, and the moon<light without made us 
liable to be detected. His foot slipped, and our 
friend Bevis came upon us." 

" In good truth, you acted simply," said Sir 
Henry, " to attack a garrison without a summons. 
But all this is nothing to my son Albert— where 
is he P— Let me see him." 

" But, Sir Henry, wait,*' sud the doctor, " till 
your restored strength——" 
- " A league of my restored strength, man !" 
answered the knight, as his old spirit began to 
awaken within him. — " Most not remember, that 
I lay on Edgehill-field all night, bleeding like a 
bullock from five several wounds, and wore my 
armour within ^x weeks ? and you talk to me of 
the few drops of blood that follow such a scratch 
as a cat's claw might have made !" 

" Nay, if yon feel so courageous," taid the 
doctor, " I will fetch your son — he is not far dis- 
tant." 

So saying, he left the apartment, making a sign 
to Alice to remam, in case any symptoms of her 
father's weakness should return. 
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1 1 was fot-tUDAte, pwhapa, that Sir Henry never 
seemed to recollect the prease nature of the 
alarm, which had at om^, and effectually as the 
Hhock of the diunder^bolt, for the moment sus- 
pended his faculdes. Something he said more 
than once of being certain he had done mischief 
with that stramofon, as he called it ; but his mind 
did not recur to that' danger, as haring been in- 
curred by his son. Alice, glad to see that her 
father appeared to have forgotten a drcumstance 
so fearful, (as men often forget the blow, or other 
sudden cause, which has thrown them into a 
swoon,) readdy excused herself £rom ^ving much 
light on the matter, by pleading the general con- 
funon. And in a few minutes, Albert cut off all 
farther inquiry, by enteiing the room, followed 
by the doctOT, and throwing himself alternately 
into the arms of his fitther and of his sister. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Tkc boj is— huk re, liftah— whM'i fouT nune T— 
Oh, jMOb— ar, I rccoUecl— tha WHC 

The affectioiuite relatives were united bs those 
who, meeting under great adversity, fed still the 
happiness of sharing it in common. Th^ embra- 
ced again and ag^, and gave vay to those ex- 
pansiooa of the heart, which at once express and 
relieve the pressure of mental agitation. A.t length 
the tide of emotion b^an to subude ; and Sir 
Henry, still holding his recovered son by the hand, 
liesumed the command of his feelings which he 
usually {mwtised. 

*' So yon have seen tlie last of our battles, 
Albert," he said, " and the King^s colours have' 
fallen for ever before the rebels ?" 

" It is but even so," said the young man-.- 
< the last cast of the die was thrown, and, alas ! 
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lost, at Worcester; and Cromweirs fortune canied 
it there, as it has wherever he has shown hinoself.'" 

" Well — it can but be for a time — ^it can but 
be for a time," answered his father ; " the devil 
is potent, they say, in raising and gratifying fa- 
vourites, but he can grant but short leases. — And 
the King — the King, Albert — the King — ^in my 
ear — close, close !" 

" Our last news were confident that he had 
escaped from Bristol." 

" Thank God for that— thank God for that !** 
said the Ldight. " Where didst thou leave him ?" 

" Our Jnen were almost all cut to pieces at the 
tnidge," Albert replied ; "- but I followed his Ma- 
jes^, with about five hundr'td other officers and 
gentlemen, who were resolved to die around him, 
until, as our numbers and appearance drew the 
whole pursuit after us, it pleased his M^esty to. 
dismiss us, with many thanks and words of com- 
fott to us in general, and some kind ez^esdons 
to most of us in especial. He sent his royal greet- 
ing to you, ait, in particular, and said more thui 
becomes me to repeat." 

" Nay, I will hem it every word, boy," said 
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Sir H^ry ; " is not tlie certain^ that thou host 
diBcha^ed thy duty, sod that King Chstles owng 
it, enough to console me for all we have lost and 
sudered, and would'st thou stint me of it ^m a 
falae shamefacedness P — I will hare it out of thee, 
were it drawn from thee with cords !" 

" It shall need no such conpuluon," said the 
young man — " It was his Miyeety's pleasure to 
iHd me tell Sir Henry Lee, in his name, that 
if his son could not go before his fiither in the 
race of loyalty, he was at least foUowing him 
closely, and would soon more side by tdde." 

" Said he so ?" answered the Imight — " Old 
Victor Lee will look down with pride on thee, 
Albert ! — But I forget — you mnst be weary and 
hungry." 

" Even so, mr," said Albeit ; " but these are 
things which of late I have been in the hatnt of 
enduring for si^ety's sake." 

" Joceline !— what ho, Jocdine !'' 

The under-keeper entered, and receired orders 
to get supper prepared directly. 

" tiy son and Dr Rochecliffe aie half starving," 
said the knight. 

" And there is a lad, too, below," said Joce- 
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line ; " a pagti be uys, of CoitNiel Albert's, whose 
belly ringt cupboard too, and that to no common 
tune ; for I tbink he could eat a hone, as the 
Yorkahireman sayi, beUud the saddle. He had 
better eM at the Eideboard ; for he has devour- 
ed a whole loaf of bread and butter, as fast as 
Fh<Ebe could cut it, and it has not stud his sto- 
mach for a minute— and truly I think you had 
better keep him under yonr own eyes, for the 
steward beneath might ask him trouUesome qnes- 
lions if he went below — ^And then he b impatieot, 
as all your gentlemen pages are, and is saucy 
among the women." 

'* Whom is it he talks of? — ^what page hast 
thou got, AlbCTt, that bears himself so ill r saiil 
Sir Henry- 

*' The son of a dear fnend, a noble lord of 
Scotland, who followed the great Mantrose's ban- 
ner— aflerwsrds joined the King in Scotland, and 
came with him as for as Wor'ster. He was 
wounded the day before the battle, and conjured 
me to take this youth under my charge, which I 
did, something unwillingly ; but I could not re- 
fuse a father, perhaps on his death-bed, pleading 
for the safety of an only son." 
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*' Thou huUt deseired ao hftlter, ludst thou 
heutated," B«d Sir Henry ; " the smallett tree 
ctn always give eome ehelter,— 4nd it pleases me 
to think the old stock of Lee is not so totally pros- 
trate, but it may yet be a rduge for the distress- 
ed. Fetch the youth ia ; — be is of noUe blood, 
and these are no times of ceremony — he shall sit 
with us at the same table, page though he be ; 
and if you have not schooled him handsomely in 
Iu8 manners, he may not be the worse of some les- 
8ona &om me." 

" You will excuse his national drawling accent, 
fljr," said Albert, *' though I know you like it not^ 
*' I have small cause, Albert,'' answered the 
knight—** small cause.— Who stirred up these 
disunions ? — the Scots. Who strengthened the 
hands of Parliament, when their cause was well 
nigh ruined P— the Scots again. Who d^rered 
up the King, their countryman, who had flung 
himself upon thor protection ? — the Scots again. 
But this lad's father, you say, has fought on the 
part of the noble Montrose ; and such a man as 
the great Marquis may make amends for the de- 
generacy of a whole nation." 
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" Nfty, father," said Albert, " and I must add, 
that thongh this lad is uncouth and wayward, 
and, as you will see, someUiing wilful, yet tiie 
King has not a more zealous fiiend in England ; 
and, when occauon o^red, he fboght stoutly, too, 
in hui defence — I marvel he comes not" 

" He hath taken the bath," said Joceline, *' and 
nothing less would serve than that he should have 
it immediately — the supper, he sud, might be got 
ready in the memdme; and he commands all 
about him as if he were in his father*B old castle, 
where he nti^t have called long enough, I war- 
'lant, without any one to hear htm." 

" Indeed P" said Sir Henry, " this mnst be a 
ftffwaid chick of the game, to crow so early.— 
What is his name 7" 

** His name ? — it escapes me every hour, it is 
so hard a one," said Albert — " Konc^y is his 
name — Louis Kemeguy ; his father was Lord 
KiUst^wers, of Kincardineshire." 

*' Kemeguy, and KUlBtewers, and Kin — what 
d'ye call it ?— Truly," sud the knight, " these 
northern men's names and titles smack of their 
origin — they sound like a north-west wind, rum- 
Uing and roaring among heather and rocks." 
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*' It is but the asperities of the Celdc and 
Saxon dialects;^ said Dr BochecliSe, *' which, 
acccoding to VerEtegan, still linger in those nrath- 
em parts of the island. — But peace— here comes 
■upper, and Master Louis Kemeguy.^ 

Supper entered accordingly, brane in by Joce- , 
line and Fhabe, and after it, leaning on a huge 
Icuotty stick, and having his nose in the air like 
a .questing hound, — ^for his attention was appa- 
i^itly more fixed on the good proviuons that 
went before him, dian anything else— came Mas- 
ter Kem^uy, and seated himself, without much 
ceromony, at the lower end of the table. 

He was a tall, raw-boned lad, with a shock 
head of htax, fiery red, like many of his country, 
while the harshness of his national features was 
increased by the contrast of his complexion, tam- 
ed almost Uack by the exposure to all eoits of 
weather, which, in that skul^g and rambling 
mode of life, thefu^ttre royalists had been obliged 
to encounter. His address was by no means pre- 
possesang, b«ng a mixture of awkwardoess and 
forwardness, and showing, in a remarkable degree, 
how a want of easy address may be consistent with 
an admirable stock of assurance. His face inti- 
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nuited luving recdved some recent scnucbes, 
ind the care of Dr Rocheclifie had decorated it 
with R number of patches, whidi even enhanced 
its natural plunness. Yet the eyes weie brillUnt 
sad e^tresBiTe, and, amid hia uglmesa — fhx it 
amounted to that df^ree of iir^iilarity — the face 
was not deficient in some lines which expressed 
both sagacity and resolution. 

The dress of Albert himself was far beneath his 
quali^, as the son of Sir Henry Lee, and com- 
mander of a t^imoit in the n^al service ; bat 
that of his page was still more dila|ndated. A 
disastrous green jerkin, 'which had been changed 
to a hundred hues by sun and rain, so that the 
original could scarce be discoreted, huge clouterly 
shoes, leathern breeches — such as were worn by 
bedgers — coarse grey worsted stockings, were the 
~ ^jttire of the honourable youth, whose limping gait, 
while it added to the ungainHness of his manner, 
showed, at the same time, the extent of his suf- 
ferii^. His appearance bordered so much npon 
what is vulgarly called the queer, that even with 
Alice it would.haTe excited some sense of ridicule, 
had not compassion been predominant. 
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The grace was said ; and the young Squire of 
Ditchley, as well u Dr Rochecliffe, made an «t- 
ceUmt figure at a meal, the like of which, in qua- 
lity and abundance, did not seem to hate lately 
fallen to their share. But thrar festa were child's- 
play to those of the Scotdi youth. Far &om be- 
traying aay symptoms of the bread and butter with 
whidi he had attempted to close the orifice of his 
sttnna^, hia appetite appeared to have been sharp- 
ened by a Dine days fast ; and tfae knight was 
disposed to think that the very genius of famine 
himself, come ibrth ftom his oative regious of the 
north, waa in the act of honouring him with a 
visit, while, as if afraid of loung ■ moment's exer- 
tion. Master Keineguy nerer looked eidier to right 
or left, or spoke a single word to any at table. 

" I am glad to see that you have Inougbt a 
good appetite for our country fare, young gentlo' 
man," said Sir Henry. 

" Bread of gude ! sir,** said the page* " an 
yell find flesh, I'se find appetite conforming, ony 
day o' the year. But the truth b, sir, that the 
appeteesement has been coming on for three days 
or four, and the meat in this southland of yours 
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has been acarce, and hard to oaiae Iqr ; ao, sir, 
Fm makii^ up for lost time, as the joper of Sligo 
Bald, when he eat a bail side o^ mutton." 

" You have been country-bred, young man," 
said the knight, who, like others of his timet held 
the reins of disdpline rather tight over the riBiDg 
generation ; " at least, to judge from the youths 
of Scotland whom I hare seen at his late Majesty's 
court, in former days ; — they had less appetite, 
and more— more^^As he sought the qualifying 
phtaae which might supply the place of " good 
manners," his guest closed the aentaice in his 
own way—" And more meat, it may be— the 
better luck tbdrs ." 

Sir Hmry stared md was uleot. His son seem- 
ed to think it time to interpose — " My dear fa- 
ther," he said, " thinlf how many years have run 
tonce tiie Thirty-eight, when the Scottish trou- 
Ues first began, and I am sure that you will not 
wonder that, while the Barons of Scotland have 
been, for one cause or other, perpetually in the 
field, the education of their children at home must 
have been much neglected, and that young men 
of my fnend's age know better about using a 
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broadnrord, or tosung a pike, than about the de- 
cent ceremonialB of society." 

" The reason ia a suffident one," wd the 
knight ; " and, mnce thou s&yeat thy follower 
Kemigo can fight, we*ll not let him lack victuals, 
a God's name. — See, he looks angrily sdll at 
yonder cold loin of mutton — for God's sake put 
it all on his plate!" 

'* I can bide the Int and the buffet," sud the 
honourable Master Kemeguy — " a hungry tyke 
ne'er minds a bland with a rough bade." 

" Now, Gxxl ha' mercy, Albert, but if this be 
the son of a Scots peer/' sud Sir Henry to hiR 
SOD, in a low tone of voice, " I would not be 
the English {Joughman who would change man- 
ners with him for his anient Uood, and bis noUli- 
ty, and hia estate to boot, an he has one.— He 
has eaten, as I am a Christian, near four ^unds 
of solid butcher's meat, and with the grace of a 
wolf tuj^ing at the carcase of a dead horse.— Oh, 
he is about to'drink at last — Soh ! — ^he wipes big 
month, though,— 4nd dips his fingers in the ewer 
— and dries them, I profess, with the D»[ddn !— 
there is stnne grace in htm, after alL" 
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*' Here i§ wnanng ill your vara gude healths !" 
Bvd the youth of quaUty, and took a draught in 
proportion to the solids which he had sent be- 
fore ; he then flung his knife and fork avkwardly 
on the trencher, which he pushed back towards 
the centre of the table, extended his feet beneath 
it dll they rested on their heels, folded his arms on 
his well-replenished stomach, and, lolling back in 
his chair, looked much as if he was about to whit- 
tle himself asleep. 

" Sob r sud the Knight — " the honourable 
Master Kemigo hath Iwd down his arms. — With- 
draw these things, and gne us our glasses — Fill 
them around, Joceline ; and if the devil or the 
whole Parliament were within hearing, let them 
hear Henry I^ of Ditchley drink a health to 
King Charles, and confuuon to his enemies I" 

*' Amen l" sud a voice from behind the door. 

All the company looked at each other in asto- 
nishment, at a response so Uttle expected. It was 
followed l^ a solemn and peculiar tap, such as a 
kind of free-masonry had introduced among roysl- 
iats, and 1^ which they were accustomed to make 



,11 by Google 



woODiTorK. 907 

themselves and thdiprindides known to Mdi other, 
when they met by accident. 

" There it no danger," said Albert, kBOwing 
the sign — " it is a fiieod ; — ^yet I wish he had been 
at a greater distance just now." 

" And why, my son, should yon wish the ah- 
aeace of one true man, who may, perhaps, wiah 
to share our abundance, on one of those rare oc- 
casions, when we have superfluity at our dispo- 
sal P— Go, Joceline, see who knocks — and, if a 
safe man, admit him."" 

" And if otherwise," sud Joceline, *' methinki 
I shall be able to prevent his troubling the good 
company." 

" No violence, Joceline, on your life;" said 
Albert Lee ; and Alice edioed, " xm God's sake, 
no violence !" 

" No unnecessary vitdence at least," said the 
good knight ; " for if. the time demuids it, I wilt 
have it seen that I am master of my own house." 
Joceline Jolifie nodded assent to all parties, and 
went on tiptoe to exchange one or two other mys- 
terious symbols and knocks, ere he opraed the 
door. It may be here remadced, that this species 
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of aeeret ■wociation, with its signalB of anion, ex- 
isted wnong the more diasolute and desperate class 
4>S csrahen, men h^ituated to the dissipated life 
which they had been accustomed to in an ill-dis- 
dplined anny, whete ererytbing like oider and 
rq^olari^ was too apt to be sccotuted a badge of 
Puritanism. These w^e the " roaring boys'' who 
met in hedge Ale-hooses, and when they had by 
any clianoe obtuned a little money or a little 
a«dit, determined to create a comiter-reroluUon 
I^ declaring their sittingB pomanent, and pro- 
daimed, in the words of one of their choicest dit- 
ties, — 



The leaders and gen^, of a higher description 
and more regular nortds, did not indeed partake 
such exoesset, hat they still kept thcsr eye upon 
a class of persons, who, from courage and despe- 
ration, were capable of serring on an advantage- 
008 oocanon the fallen cause of royalty ; and re- 
corded the h>dges and Uind-tavems at which 
they met, as wholesale merchants know the bouses 
of call of the mechanics whom they may hare 
occasion to employ, and can tell where they may 
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cessary to add, that among the lower class, and 
sometimes even among the higher, there were men 
found capable of betraying the projects and con- 
qiiracies of their aseociates, whether well or indif- 
ftscntly combined, to the governors of the state. 
Cromwell, in particular, had gained some corre- 
spondents of this kind of the highest rank, and 
of the most undoubted character, among the roy- 
alists, who, if they made scruple of impeadiing 
or betraying individuals who confided in them, 
had no hesitation in f^ving the government such 
general infinmation as senf ed to enable him to dis- 
appoint the purposes of any plot or cona[»rscy. 

To return to our story. In much shorter time 
than we have spent in reminding the reader of 
these historical particulars, JoUSe had made his 
mystic communication ; and, being duly answered 
as by one of the initiated, he undid the door, and 
there entered our old frirad Roger Wildrake, 
round-head in drees, as his safety and his .de- 
pendence on Colonel Everard compelled him to 
be, but that dress worn in a most cavalier-like 
raanser, and forming a stronger contrast than 

VOL. II. o 



,11 by Google 



SIO WOODSTOCK. 

usual with the demeauour and language of the 
wearer, to which it was never very congeoisl. 

His puritanic hat, the emblem of that of Ral- 
pbo in the prints to Hudibras, or, as he called it, 
his felt-umhrella, was set most knowingly on one 
side of the bead, aa if it had been a Spanish hat 
and feather; his strdgfat square-c^ped sad-co- 
loured cloak was flung gaily upon one shoulder, 
as if it had been of three-piled faSeta, lined with 
crimson talk ; and he paraded Ma huge calf-skin 
boots, as if they had been silken hose and Spanish 
leather shoes, with roses on the instep. In short, - 
the aiza which he gave himself, of a most thorough- 
paced wild gallant and cavalier, joined to a gUs< 
tening of self-saliafaction in his eye, and an ini- 
mitable swagger in hig gait, which completely an- 
nounced his thoughtless, conceited, and reckless 
character, formed a most ridiculous contrast to his 
gravity of attire. 

It could not, on the other hand, be denied, that 
in B{»te of the touch of ridicule which attached to 
his character, and the loose morahty which he 
had leained in the dissipation of town pleasures, 
and afterwards in the disorderly life of a soldier, 
Wildrake had points about him both to make him 
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feared and reepect«d. He was handsome, even ia 
spite of hb air of debauched eSroaUry ; a man 
of the moat decided court^e, though his vauntmg 
rendered it sometimes douhtfiil ; and entertained 
a sincere sense of his political principles, such as 
they vere, though he was often so imprudent in 
asserting asd boasting of them, as, joined with 
his dependence lAi Colonel firerard, induced pru- 
dent men to doubt his sincerity. 

Such as be was, however, he entered the par- 
. lour of Victor Lee, where his presence was any- 
thing but desirable to the parties present, with 
a jaunty step, and a consciousness of deserving 
the best possible reception. This assurance was 
greatly aided by drcumstances which rendered it 
obvious, that if the jocund cavalier had limited 
himself to one draught of liquor that evening, in 
terms of his vow of temperance, it must have been 
a very deep and long one. 

" Save ye, gentlemen, save ye. — Save you, good 
Sb Henry Lee, though I have scarce the honour 
to be known to you. — Save you, worthy doctor, 
and a speedy resurrection to the &llen Church of 
England."' 

" You are welcome, dr,^ said Sir Henry Lee, 
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wboH feelings of lunpitality, ind of the &atenul 
recepdon due to a loyalist suSerer, induced him 
to tldeiate this intniuon more than he might have 
dcme otherwise. ** If you have fought or suffered 
for the King, sir, it is ui excuse for joiiiing us, 
and commanding our services in anything in our 
power — although at present we ore a family-party- 
— But I think I saw you in waiting upon Master 
Markham Everard, who calls himself Colonel 
Evenrd.— If your message is from him, you may 
inah to see me in invate ?" 

" Not at all. Sir Henry, not at alL — It !b true 
as my ill hap will hare it, that being on the stormy 
ode o£ the hedge— like all honest men — you un- 
derstand me, Sir Henry — I am glad, as it were, to 
gain something from my old friend and comrade's 
countenance — not by truckling or disowning my 
prind[4e8, sir — I de^ such practices; — hot, in 
short, 1^ doing him any kindness in my power 
when he ii pleased to call on me. So I came down 
here with a message from him to the old round- 
headed son of a (I beg the young lady's par- 
don, frdm the crown of her head down to the very 
toes of her slipper) — And so, sir, chancii^ as I 
was stumbling out in the dark, I heard you give 
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a toast, sir, vhich wanned my faeait, sir, and era 
will, sir, dll death chills it ;— 4nd bo I made bold 
to let you know there was an honest man within 
hearing-" 

Such was die eclf-introducdffli of Master Wild- 
mke, to which the knight replied, by asking him to 
sit down, and take a ^ass of sack to his Mqe^'s 
glorious restoration. Wildrake, at this hint, squee- 
led in without ceremony beside the young Scotch- 
' man, and not only pledged his landlord's toast, 
but seconded its import, by T<]Juiiteeriiig a Terse 
or two (rf'his fitvourite loyal ditty, — " The King 
shall enjoy his own i^^." The heartiness which 
he threw into his song opened still farther the 
heart of the old knight, though Albert and Alice' 
looked at each other with looks resentful of the 
intrusion, and deurous to put an end to it. The 
honouraUe Master Eemeguy either pessessdd that 
happy indifTerence of temper which does not deign 
to notice such circumstances, or he was aUe to 
assume the appearance of it to perfection, as he 
sat sipping sack, and cracking walnuts, without 
testitying the least sense that an addition had been 
made to the party. Wildrake, who liked the li- 
quor and the company, showed no unwilUdgncu 
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to repay his landlord, by b^ng at ihe expenae of 
the conversation. 

" You talk of fighttog and sufiering, Sir Henry 
Lee— Lord help us, we have all liad our share. 
AH the world knows what Sit Henry Lee has 
done from Edgefield downwards, wherever a loyal 
sword was drawn, or a loyal flag flutt^ed. — Ah, 
God help us ! I have done something too. — My 
name ie Hoger Wildr^e of SquatUeeea-mere, 
Lincoln — ^not that you are ever like to have heard 
it before, bat I was captuu in Lutt8fi>rd'*s light- 
horse, and afterwards with Goring. I was a 
child-eater, sir — a babe-bolter.'' 

" I have beard of your r^^cnt's exploits, sir ; 
and perhaps you may find I have seen some of 
thetn, if we should spend ten minutes together— 
And I think I have heard of your name too. — T 
beg to drink your health. Captain Wildrake of 
Sqiiattlesea-mere, Lincolnshire." 

*' Sir Henry, I drink yours in this pint bum- 
per, and upon my knee ; and I would do as much 
for that young gentleman — (looking at Alb^t) — 
and the squire of the green cassock too, holding 
it for green, as the colours are not to my eyes al- 
together cloar and distjnguisbable." 
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It vas a remarkable part of what is called by 
theatrical folks the b;-play of this scene, that 
Albert was conrersiDg apart vith Doctor Roche- 
cliffe in whispers, even more than the divine seem- 
ed desirous of enoour^Dg; — yet, to whatever their 
private coDYersation referred, it did not deprive 
the young Colonel from the power of Ustening to 
what was going forward in the party at large, and 
interfering from bine to time, like a watch-dog, 
who can distinguish the slightest alana^ven when 
employed in the engrossing process of taking hia 
' food. 

" Captain Wildrake," siud Albert, ** we have 
no objection — I mean my iiiend and J — to be 
communicative on proper occasions ; but you, ax, 
who are so old a sufferer, must needs know, that 
at such casual meetings as this, men do not men- 
tim their names unless they are specially wanted. 
It is a point of consdence, air, to be able to say, 
if your principal. Captain Everard or Colonel 
Everard, if he be a Colonel, should examine you 
upon oath, I did not know who the persons wwe 
whom I heard drink such and such toasts." 

" Faith, I have a better way of it, worthy sir," 
answered Wildrake ; " I never can, fer the life 
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of met i«aaeniber that there were any such and 
such taaata drtmb at all — It'E a strange fo^ of for- 
gerfulnesfl I have-" ' 

" Well, sir," replied the younger Lee; " but 
we, who have unhappily more tenacious memoriea, 
would willingly abide by the more general rule." 

" Oh, or,* answered Wildrake, " with all my 

heart. I intrude on no man's confidence, d — n me 

— and I only spoke for avility's sake, having the 

purpose o^rinking your health in s good &ahi(Mi 

— (Then he broke forth into melody) — 

' Tben let the holcb go louDd, a-round, K-rouud, bTDuDd, 

Then let the hraltb go round ; 

For though f DDT itocking be of ailk, 

Youlknee gball kiu tba gnund, a-giciind, a-giomid, a-gniund. 

Your knee «h(U kiaa the ground.' " 

" Urge it no farther," sud Sir Henry, address- 
ing bis Eon ; " Master Wildrake is one of the old 
school — one of the tantivy boys ; and we must 
bear a little, for if they drink hard they fought 
welL I will never forget how a party came up 
and rescued us clerks of Ox&rd,' as they called 
the regiment I belonged to, out of a cursed em- 
bn^lto during the attack on Brentford. I tell you 
we were enclosed with the cocliueys' pikes both 
&ont and rear, and we should have come o&' but 
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ill had not Luneford's light hone, the btbe-eaten 
03 they called them, charged up to the pike\ 
point, and brought us off." 

" I am glad you thought on that, Sir Henry," 
, sud Wildiake ; " and do you remember what the 
officer of Lunafbrd'H said ?""* 

" I think I do," said Sir Henry smiling. 

" Well tbem, did not he call out, when the wo- 
men were coming down, howling like syren* as 
they were—* Have none of you a plump«hild that 
you could ^ve us, to break oui fiut upon P' "" 

" Truth itself," said the knight ; " and a great 
&t woman stepped forward with a baby, and offer- 
ed it to the suf^MMed cannibal." 

All at the table, Master Kern^uy excepted, 
who seemed to think that good food of any kind 
required no ^lology, hdd up tb«r hands in token 
of amasement 

" Ay," «ud Wildrake, " the a-hen !— I 

crave the lady^a pardon again, from tip of top-knot 
to hem of fkrthingale. — But the cursed creature 
proved to he a parish nurse, who hod been paid 
for the child h^ a year in advance. Gad, I took 
the bal^ out of the bitch-wolTs hand ; and I have 
, coatoived, though God knows I have lived in a 
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l sort of vay myself, to breed up bold 
Breakfast, as 1 call him, ever since.— It was pay- 
ing dear for a jeet though." 

" Sir, I honour you for yonr humanity— Sir, 
I thank you for your course — Sir, I am glad to 
see you here," said the good knight, his eyes wa- 
tering afanost to overflowing. " So you <irere the 
wild officer who cut us out of the toils ? — Oh, sir, 
had you but stopped when I called on you, and al- 
lowed us to clear the streets of Brentford with our 
musketeers, we would have been at London Stone 
that day. But your goodrwill was the same." 

" Ay, truly was it," said Wildrake, who now sat 
triumphant and glorious in his essy-dmir; " And 
here is to all the brave hearts, sir, that fought and 
fell in that same storm of Brentford. We drove 
all before us like choS', till the shops, where they 
' sold strong waters, and other temptations, brought 
us up— Gad, sir, we, the babe-eaters, bad too many 
acquaintances in Brentford, and our stout Prince 
Rupert was ever better at m^ing way than draw- 
ing oC Gad, sir, for my own poor share, I did 
but go into the bouse of a poor widow lady, who 
maintuned a charge of daughters, and whom I had 
known rf old, to get my horse fed, a morsel of 
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meat, and so forth, when these cockney-pikes of 
the artillery ground, as you very well call them, 
rallied, and came in with th^ armed beads, as 
boldly as so many Cotswold rams. I sprang down 
sttUTB — got to my horse — but, egad, I fancy all my 
troop had widows sad orphan middens to comfort 
as well as I, for only five of us got together. We 
cat our way through successfully — and Crad, gen- 
tlemen, I carried my little Breakfast on the pom- 
mel beftre me ; and there was such a hollowing 
and screeching, aa if the whole town thought I 
was to kill, roast, and eat the poor child, bo soon 
as I got to quarters. But devil a cockney charged 
up to iny honny bay, poor lass, to rncue little 
cake-bread ; they only cried haro, and out upon 
me." 

" Alas, alas !" said the knight, " we made 
ourselves seem worse than we were ; and we were 

- too bad to deserve God's blesemg even in a good 
cause. But it is needless to look hack— we did 
not deserve victories when God gave them, for 
we never improved them like good soldiers, or 
like Christian men ; and so we gave these canting 

-scoundrels the advant^e of us, for they assumed, 
out of mere hypocrisy, the discipline and orderly 
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behaviour which we, who drew our swoidB in » 
better cauae, ought to have T»actiied oat of true 
piinciple. But here u my hand, Capttdu. I hare 
(dlen wished to see the ho&est fellow who chained 
up BO enartly in our behalf, and I reverence you 
for the care you took of the poor child. I am glad 
this dilapidated place has a^ some hoB^ntality to 
ofier you, although we cannot treat you to matt- 
ed babes or stewed socklings — eh, Captain f" 

"Tradi, Sir Henry, the scandal was sore against 
us oa that Bctoe. I remember Lacy, who was an 
old play-actor, and a Heutenant in outs, made 
drollery on it in a play which was sometimea 
acted at Oxford, when our hearts w»e something 
up, called, I think, the Old Troop.'" * 



' Thia cuiiMis fili plaf mi; be ccaiiuttcd bj tba diamalic 
Mtiquaiy. A *eene oi two of it tnms on the ■irange impiesnon 
mad£ DD the country people, lliat the csTaliers BctuBllji rat chil- 
dnn. It «M writtai bj Ltj, a plajer, who had sened in thi* 
nme Old Troop, which lar nndei such evil nputuim. Miu> 
Edgewoith has quoted s verse of s popular poem refeiring lo the 
Mumtptqadke: — 

** The peM tbkt came from Coventry, 

Bidinf ia a led rochet. 
Had news lo lell, how Lunafoid leU, 

A child's hand in bis poAct." 

Il waa nul a imiiU Muse ol the violent ptqudket ol the citizens 
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So saying, and feeling mote familiar as hia me- 
ritB vere known, he hitched hig chur up agunst 
that of the Scottish lad, who was seated next him, 
and who, in shifting his place, was awkward 
enough to disturh, in his turn, Alice Lee, who 
sate opposite, and, a Uttle offended, or at least 
embarrassed, drew her cfasir away firom the table. 

" I crave pardon," stud the honourable Master 
Kem^ny ; " but, sir," to Master Wildtake, " ye 
hae e'en garr'd me hurt the young lad;*8 shank." 

*' I crave your pardon, sir, and much more 
that fit the fiur lady, as is reasonable ; though, rat 
me, tat, if it was I set your chair o-trundling in 
that way. Zook^, ar, I have brought with me 
no plague, nor pestilence, nor other infectious 
disorder, that ye should have started away as if 
I had been a leper, and discomposed the lady, 
which I would have prerented with my life, nr. ~ 
Sir, if ye be northern bom, as your tongue be- 
speaks, egad it was I ran the ri^ in drawing near 
you, BO there was small reason for you to bolt." 

" Master Wildrake," said Albert, interfering, 

of Lradon aguou Kiog Clurl«», that he bad UtenipUd lo put 
thil ume Iiuniford, llioughl capable of nich ferocious proceed' 
ings, intollie gorernmenl of the Tower of London. 
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" this youBg gentleman is a stiuiger as well as 
you, imder protection of Sir Henry's hospitality, 
and it cannot be agreeable for my father to see dis- 
putes arise among his guests.' You may mistake 
the young gendeman's quality from hu present 
q^arance — this is the Honourable Master Louis 
£eni^uy, sir, son of my Lord Kilstewers of Kin- 
cardineshire, one who has fought for the King, 
yotmg as he is.^ 

- ** No dispute shall rise through me, sir — none 
through me," sud Wildrake ; " your exposition 
sufficeth, sir. — Master Louis Gimigo, son of my 
Lord Kilsteer, in Gringardeiishire, I am your 
bumble sUve, sir, and drink your health, in token 
that I honour you, and all true Scots who draw 
th^ Andrew I'erranis on the right side, sir.^ 

*' I'ee beholden to yoil, and thank you, sir," 
said the young man, with some haughtineBs of 
manner, which hardly corresponded with his rus- 
Ucity ; " and I wuss your health in a ceevil way." 

Most judicious persons , would have here drop- 
ped the conversstion ; but it was one of Wiidrake's 
marked peculiarities, that he could never let mat- 
ters stand when they were well. He continued to 
pkgue the sby, proud, and awkward lad with his 
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obseivations. " You spesk your nadonal dialect 
pretty strongly, Master G-inugo,^ said he, " but 
I think not quite the language of the gallants 
that I have known among the Scottish cavaliers 
•^I knew, for example, some of the Gordons, 
and others of good repute, who always put an y 
for the tcA, mjhai for whii,Ji»in for when, and 
the like." 

Alhert Lee here interposed, and sud, that the 
provinces of Scotland, like those of England, had 
their difierent modes of pronunciation. 

" You are very right, sir," said Wildrake. 
" I reckon myself, now, a pretty good speaker of 
their cursed jargon— no offence, young gentle- 
man ; and yet, when I took a turn with some of 
Montiose''s folks, in the South Hielands, as they 
call their beastly wildernesses, (no offence ^un,) 
I chanced to be I^ myself, and to lose my way, 
when I said to a shepherd-fellow, making my 
mouth as wide, and my voice as broad as I could, 
wAorc am I ganging tall; — confound me if the 
ftillow could answer me, unless, indeed, he was 
sulky, as the bumpkins will be now and then to 
the gentlemen of the sword." 

This was familiarly spoken, and though partly 
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sddresied la Albert, was still more directed to his 
immediate neiglibouT, the young Scotsman, who 
MNoed, from badifiilness, or Boms other reason, 
rather ihy of his intimacy. To one or two per- 
sonal touches from Wildrake^s elbow, administer- 
ed during bis last speech, by way of a practical 
ai^ieal to him in particuhtr, he only answered, 
■* Misunderstaadinga vete to be expected when - 
men converse in national deeslects." 

Wildrake, now considerably dmnkei than he 
ought to have been in dvil company, caught up 
the phrase, and repeated it :— *' Misunderstand- 
ing, ni^Misunderstonding, sir J-^I do not know 
how I came to construe that, sir ; but to judge 
from the information of these scratches on your 
honourable visnomy, I should augur that you 
had heeo of late at nusundorstsuding with the 
cat, Mr." 

" You are mistaken, then, fi^d, for it waB 
with the dowg,^ answered the Scotsman drily, 
and cast a look towards Albert. . 

" We had some trouble with the watch Aogs in 
entering so late in the evening," said Albert, in ex- 
I^anation, " and this youth had a foil among some 
mblNsh, Iqr which he came by these ecratdies.^ 
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Aod now, dear Sir Henry,'' said Dr Rochecli%, 
*' allow tu to remind you of your gout, and our 
kmg journey. I do it the rstlier that my good 
fHend your son has been, during the whole dme 
<^ Bupper, potting questions to me aside, which 
had much better be reserved till to-morrow — May 
we therefore ask pennisnon to retire to our night's 
rest?" 

*' These private committees in a. merry meet- 
ing," 8ud Wildrake, " are a solecism in breeding. 
They always put me in mind of the cursed com< 
mtttees at Westminster. — But shall we to roost 
before we rouse the night-owl with a catch .^" 

<' Aha, canst thou quote Sh^upeare P" sud Sir 
Henry, pleased «t discovering a new good quality 
in his acquuntance, whose miliuuy snvices were 
otheawise but just able to counterbaUnce the 
intnmve freedom of his conversation. " In the 
name of merry Witt," he continued, — " whom I 
never saw, though I have seen many of his com- 
rades, as Alleyn, Hemmings, and so on, — we will 
have a single catch, and one rouse about, and then 
to bed." 

After the usual discussion about the choice of 

VOL. II. P 
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tbe song, and the parts which eadi was to bear, 
they united their voices in trolling a loyal glee, 
which was popular among the party at the time, 
and in fact bdieved to be eotnpoacd by no less « 
person than Doclw Rocheclifie hinudf. 

GLEE FOX XIMS CHAILBB^ 



"TIm to him we lore moM, 

And to all wbo loae him. 
Br«Te galUou, atand up. 

And atannt, je baie carlei ! 
Wen Ihece dutfa in the cap, 

Ken'i & Health to King Cbulu ! 

Thoogfa be waoden Umugh duigeri, 

Uoiuded, unknawD, 
DepeDdnit on itraDgos, 

JSitnnged iioni hig owtt ; 
Though 'tis undci ooi breBlbi 

Amidtt furTeiti and perila, 
Hete'i to honour and faitli, 

Aud a Health lo King Cbarlea 1 

Let meb hoDoun ahound 

Ai the time an sfibrd. 
The luiee od the ground. 

And the hand on the STOid; 
But the time ehall come round. 

When, 'mid Lordi, Dnkei, and Eailf, 
The loud trumpet! glbll aound 

Hen') ■ Keolth to King CDiarlei 1 
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Alba this display of loyalty, andafinal libation, 
the party took leave of each other for the night- 
Sir Henry offered hia old acqtuuntance WUdrake 
a bed for the evening, who wdghed the matter 
nnnewhftt in thia fashion : " Why, to speak truth, 
my patron will expect me at the bonm^li — but then 
he is used to my staying out of doors a nights. 
Then there''8 theDevil, that they say haantsWood- 
stoclc ; hut, with the blessing of this reverend doc- 
tor, I defy him and all his Torks— I s^ him not 
when I slept here twice before, and I am sure tf 
he was al»ent then, he has not come back with Sir 
Henry Lee and hia family. So I accept your cou^ 
tesy, Sir Henry, and I thank you, as a cavalier of 
Lunrford should thank one of the fighting clerks 
of OxoA. God bless the King I I care not who 
hears it, and contusion to Noll and hie red nose T 
Off he went accordingly •with a bottle-swagger, 
guided by Joceline, to whom Albert, in the mean- 
time, had whispered, to be sure to quarter him 
far enough &om the rest of the family. 

, Young Lee then saluted his sister, and, with 
the formality of those times, asked and received 
his father''s blessing with an affectionate embrace. 
His p^ seemed desirous to imitate one part of 
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las exun^e, but was replied by Alice, w'bo only 
replied to his ofiered salute with a curtsey. He 
n«xt bowed bis bead in &ii awkward Gabion to her 
fidher, who wished him a good night " I am gbtd 
to see, young man,^ he stud, " that you have at 
least Learned the reverence due to age. It should 
always be paid, sir ; because in doii^ so you rendei 
that koDDUi to others which you will expect yoor- 
aelf to lec^Te when you api^oacb th« close of 
year life* More mil I speak with you, at Insure, 
on your duties aaa page, which office in former days 
Bsecl to be the very acliool of chivalry ; wbet^as of 
late, by the disorderly times, it has become little 
better than s school of wild and disordered license ; 

whicb Hude rare Ben Jonaon ezdum " 

"Nay, father," said Albert, inteipoaingt "you 
miut ctmuder this day's fatigue, and the poor lad 
is almost aeleep on bis legs — to-morrow be will 
listen with more profit to your kind admonitions. 
■r-And you, Louis, remember at least one port of 
your duty — Take the candles and light us— here 
Jeceline comes to show ua the way. Once more, 
$9oi fiight, good Doctor Bocheclifie — good night 
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CHAPTER IS* 



Croon. Hall, noblt pnoce I 

King Richard. Thioki, nobic peer t 

Thg dicapnt of ni It ■ gnM too den. 

Skhvi II- 



AiBERT rad bis page vne luhered by Joce^ 
line to wlwt was called the Bpanbh Clumbn, 
a huge old scrambling bed-room, rather in a di- 
Ujudated omdition, but fiunisbed with a hrge 
Btanding bed for the master, and a tnuMe-bed 
tar the domestic, as was common at a jmaii later 
period in old English houses, where the gentle- 
man often required the aasistsnce of a gnxffii of 
the chunben to help him to bed, if the bospi- 
tality had been exuberant The widls w«e cover- 
ed with hangings of cordoran leather, stamped 
with gold, and representing fights betwem the 
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Spaniaidi and Moriecoes, buQ-feasts, and other 
sports peculiar to the PetimsuU, &oin which it 
took its name of the Spanish Chamber. Theae 
han^gs vere in some places entirely torn dovn, 
is others defiiced and hanging in tatters. But 
Albert stopped not to make observadons, anxious, 
it seemed, to get Joceline out of the room ; which 
he achieved by hastily answering his offers of fresh 
ftiel, and more liquor, in the negative, and return- 
ing, with equal conciseness, the imder-lceeper's 
good wishes for the evening. He at length re- 
tired, somewhat unwillingly, and as if he thought 
that his young master might have bestowed a few 
more warda upon s faithfiil old retainer after so 
long abs^ice. 

Joliffe was no soonex gone, than, before a single 
word was spoken between Albert Lee and his 
page, the former hastened to the door, exunined 
lock, latch, and bolt, and made them fast, with the 
most scrupulous attention. He superadded to 
these precautions thatof a long screw-bolt, which 
he brought out of his pocket, and which he screw- 
ed on to the staple in such a manner as to rendcs 
it impoaiUile to withdraw it, or open the door, un- 
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less by breakbg it dowif. The page held a light to 
him during the operation, which hik mftster vest 
through with much exactness and dexterity. Bat 
when Albert arose from his Imee, on which he had 
rested daring the accomplUhment of this task, the 
manner of the companions was on the sudden en- 
tirely changed towards each other. The honour- 
able Master Eemeguy, from a cuhlush lout of a 
raw Scotsman, seemed to have acquired at once 
all the grace and ease of motion and manner, 
which could be given by an acqauntance of the 
earnest and most familiar kind with the best com- 
pany of the time. 

He gave the light he held to Albert, with the 
easy indifierrace of a superior, who rather graces 
than troubles his dependent 1^ giving him some 
slight service to perform. Albert, vrith the greau 
est ^ipenance of deference, assumed in his turn 
the character of torch-bearer, and lighted hu page 
across the chamber, without turning his back npon 
lum as he did so. He then set the light on a table 
by the bed-side, and approadiing the young man 
with deep reverence, received from him the soiled 
green jacket, with the same fnolbuiid respect as 
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if he had been a first lord of die bed-chamber, 
Or other officer of the household of the highest 
diriiDction, disrobiDg his Sovereign of the Mantle 
of the Garter. The person to whom this cere- 
mony was addressed endured it for a minute ot 
two with profound gravity, and then burstiug out 
a-Ian^iing, exclaimed to Albert, '* What a devil 
meauK all this formidity P — thou complimentest 
with these misetaUe rags as if thi^ were silts 
and ssblei, and with poor Louis Eem^uy as if 
he were the King of Great Britain f" 

" And if your Majesty''B commands, and the 
circumstances of the tiine, have made me for a mo- 
ment seem to forget that you ar» my sovndgn, 
surely I may be permitt^ to render my homage - 
as such while you are in your own royal palace of 
Woodstock." 

" Truly ,^ replied the disguised Monarch, " the 
sovereign and the palace are not ill matched;-— 
these tattered hangings and my ragged jerkin suit 
each other admirably. — TTiia Woodstock '.T-this 
the bower where the royal Norman revelled with 
the fiur Rocamond Cliffoid ? — Why, it is a place 
ofassignationforowlsr Then, suddenly recollect- 
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ing fainuelf vith his natural courtecy, he added, 
as if fearing he might have hurt Alberfs fetJingi 
— ** Bat the more obscure and relJred, it is Ae 
fitter fat our purpose, Lee ; and if it does seem to 
be a roost for owls, as there is no denying, why, 
we know it has nererthelesB brought up eagles.** 

He threw himself as he spoke upon a cluur, and 
indolently, but gracefully, Teceived the kind offices 
of Albert, who undid the coarse buttonings o( his 
leathern gamashea whidi defended his 1^, and 
spoke to him the whilst : — " What a fine spedmoi 
of the olden time is your fiuher. Sir Henry I It is 
sfrange I should not have secai him before ;— but 
J heard my father often speak of him as bong 
sm<Hig the flower of out real old English gentry. 
By the mode in which be b^^an to adiool me, I 
can guess you had a tight taskmaster of him, Al* 
bert — I warrant you never wore hat in his pre- 
soice, eh ?" 

" I never cocked it at least in his preaenoe, 
please your Majesty, as I have seen some young- 
sters do," answered Albert ; " indeed if I had, it 
must have been a stout beaver to have saved me 
flrom a brt^ai head." 
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" Ob, I doubt it Dot," replied the King ; " a 
fine old gentleman — but with that methmks m hii 
ommtenance, that as8ures you he would not hate 
the child in sparing the rod. — Hark ye, AQtert— 
Suppose the same glorious Restoration come 
round,— which, if drinking to its arrival can.haB> 
ten it, should not be far distant, for in that particu- 
lar our adherents never n^lect their duty,^4up- 
poae it come, therefore, and that thy &ther, as 
must be of course, becomes an £stl and one of 
the Privy Coundl, odd's fish, man, I shall bo as 
much afraid of him as ever was my grand&ther 
Henri Quatre of old Sully. — Imagine there were 
sacb a trinket now about the Court as the F^ 
Rosamond, or La Belle Gabrielle, what a work 
there would be of pages, and grooms of the cham- 
ber, to get the pretty rogue dandestinely shuffled 
out ^ the backaturs, like a prohitnted commo* 
dity, when the step of the Earl of Woodsto^ was 
heard in the antichamber I'" 

" I am glad to see your Majesty so merry af- 
ter yflur fatiguing journey." 

" Thefadgue wag nothing, man," said Charles; 
" a kind welcome and a good meal made amends 
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foraUUiat. Bat they must have suspected thee of 
bringing s wolf from the brara of Badenoch ah)ng 
with you, instead of a two-legged being, with no 
more than the usual allowance of mortal stowage 
for pTovinons. I was refdly ashamed of my ap- 
petite; but thou knowest I had eat nothing for 
twenty-four hours, aave the raw egg you stole for 
me &om the old woman's hen-roost— I tell thee, I 
blushed to show myself so ravenous before that 
high-bred and respectable old gentleman your 
father, and the very pretty girl your sister — or 
cousin, is she f" 

*' She is my sister,'' stud Alhnt Lee, drily, and 
added, in the same breath, " Your Majesty's ap- 
petite suited well enough with the character of a 
raw northern lad.— Would your Majesty now 
please to leUre to rest ?" 

" Not for a minute or two," said the King, re- 
taimng \68 seat. " Why, man, I hare scarce bad 
my tongue unchained to-day ; and to talk with 
that northern twang, and beudes, the fabgue of 
being obliged to speak every word in character,— 
Gad, it's like walking as the galley slaves do on 
tlie Continrait, viih a twenty-four-pound shot 
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<;Iuuned to th^ le^s— they may diag it along, 
but they cannot move with comfort. And, by the 
way* thou art slack in paying me my well-deser* 
▼ed tribute f£ compUnents on my counterfeitii^. 
— Did I not play Lotus Kem^uy as ronod as « 
ringr 

•< If your Majesty adu my serioua opinion, per- 
il^ I may be forgiven if I say your dialect was 
somewhat too coarse for a Scottish youth of high 
birth, and your behaviour perhaps a little too 
churlidi. I thought too^though I pretend not 
to be sMlfiil— that some of your Scotch sounded 
as if it were not geniiine.T' , 

" Not genuine ? — th»e is no ^easing the^ Al- 
bert—Why, who should Bpe«k genuine Scotch 
but myself P — Was I not tbeic King for a matter 
of ten months ? and if I did not get knowle^^ 
of their language, I wonder what else I got by 
it. Did not east country, and south country, and 
. west country, and Highlands, caw, croak, and 
shriek about mc, as the deep guttural, the broad 
drawl, and the high sharp yelp predominated by 
turns P — Odd's fish, man, have I not been speeched 
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at by th«r onttors, addreasecL by their senators, re< 
baked by their kirkmeii ? Have I not sate on tlie 
. cuttie-atool, tnon, (again asnuniDg the northern 
dialect,) and thought it grace of worthy Mas John 
Gilles|ne, that I was permitted to do penance in 
mine own privy chunber, instead of the face of the 
ccmgr^sdonF and wilt thou tdl me, afler all, that 
I cannot speak Scotch enough to bafHe an Oxon 
Knight and his femily ?" 

" May it please your Majesty,— I began by 

saying I was no judge of the Scottish language." 

" Pshaw — it is mere envy ; just so you said at 

Nortcn's, that I was too courteous and dvil for a 

young page— now you think me too rud^." 

" And there is a iDedium, if one could find it,** 
•aid Albert, defending his opinion in the same 
tone in which the King attacked him ; " so this 
ntoming, when you were in the woman's dress, you 
rused' your petticoats rather unbecomingly high, 
aa you waded through the first little stream ; and 
when I told you of it, to mend the matter, yon 
draped through the next without ruling them 

" 0, the devil lake the woman's dress T said 
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Charles ; ** I hope I shall never, be driven to that 
iaagmse again. Why, my ugly &ce vas enough 
to pBt gowns, caps, and kirtles, out of fashion for 
ever — die very dogs fled from me — Had I passed 
any hamlet that had but five huts in it, I could 
not have escaped the cucking-stool. I was a libel 
on womanhood. Ilese leathern conveniences are 
none of the gayest, but they are propria qucB mO' 
rtdiM ; and right glad am I to be repossessed of 
tbem. I can tell you too, my Mend, I shall re- 
sume all my masculme privil^es with my proper 
habOimente; and as you say I have been too 
coarse to-night, I will behave myself like a cour- 
tier to Mistress Alice to-morrow, I made a sort 
of acquaintance with her already, when I seemed 
to be of the same sex with herself, and feund out 
there are other Colonels in tbe wind besides you, 
Colonel Albert Lee.^ 

" May it please your Majesty," sud Albert — 
and then stopped short, from the difficulty of 
finding words to express the unpleasant nature of 
his feelings. They could not escape Charles; but 
he proceeded without scruple. " I pique myself 
on seeing as fiir into the hearts of young ladies 
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aa noat folks, thougb God knows they are some* 
dmes too deep finr the wisest of us. But I mendoDod 
to your sister in my character of fortune-teller, — 
thinking, poor simple man, that a country gitl must 
have no one but her brother to dieam about, — 
that she was anxious about 8 certain ColoneL I 
had hit the theme, but not the person ; for I al- 
luded to you, Albert ; and I presume the blush 
was too deep ever to be pvea to a brother. So up 
she got, and away she 3ew from me, like a lapwing. 
I can excuse her — for, looking at myself in the well, 
I think if I had met such a creature as I seemed, 
I should hare called fire and f^^t against it^ 
Now, what think you, Albert— who can this Colo- 
nel be, d»t mcoe than rivals you in your sister's 
afiectionf>" 

Albert, who well knew that the King's mode of 
thinking, where die fiur sex was concerned, was 
far more gay than delicate, endeavoured to put a 
stop to the present topic, by a grave answer. 

" His sister," he said, " had been in some mea- 
sure educated with the eoq of her maternal uncle, 
Markbsm Everard ; but as his father and he him- 
self had adopted the cause of die roundheads, the 
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ftmiliga hid in comequoice been at variance ; and 
any jvojects which might have been foimerly en- 
totained, were of course long since dismissed on 
allBideB.^ 

" You we wroi^, Albert, you are wrong," said 
the King, {HtileBsly puramng his jest. " You Co- 
hmels, whether you wear blue or orange aashes, 
ate too pretty fellows to be dismissed so easily, 
when once you have acquired an interest. But, 
Mistress Alice, so pretty, and who wishes the re- 
storation of the King with such a look and u- 
coit aa if she wta-e -an angel whose prayers must 
neeA bring it down, must not be allowed to re- 
tain tmy thoughts of a canting roundhead — What 
say you— will you give me leave to take her to 
task about it P — After all, I am the party most 
concerned in munttuning true allegi^ce among 
ny Bul^ects; and if I gun the pretty maidens' 
good wiU, that of the sweethearts will soon follow. 
This was jolly Sing Edward's way — ^Edward the 
Fourth,youknow. Theking-makmgEu'IofWaf 
widc^— the Cromwell of his day— dethroned him 
more than once ; but he bad the hearts of the 
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meny dames of London, and the purses and v«bi 
of the cokeys bled fieely, till tiiey Inrought bim 
home again. ' How BsyyouF— phalli shake off ray 
northeni slough, and speak with Alice in my own 
character, showing what education and DHmneiB 
have done for me, to make the best amends they 
can for an ugly face ?" 

" May it please youi Majesty," said Albert, in 
an altered and embarrassed tone, " I did not ex- 
pect '" 

'Here he stopped, not able to find W(»ds ade- 
quate at the same time to express his sendmeBts, 
and respectM enough to the King, while in his 
father's house, and imder his own protection. 

*' And what is it that Master Lee does not ex- 
pect ?" said Charles, with marked gravity on his 
part. 

Again Albert attempted a reply, but advanced 
no firther than, " I would hope, if it please your 
Majesty," whra he ^in stopped short, his deep 
imd hereditary respect for his sovereign, and hie 
sense of the hospitaUty due to his misfortunes, 
preventing his jiving utterance to his irritated 
feelings. 
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" And what dow Cdonel Albert Lee hope V' 
■ud Charlea, in the same dry and cold manner in 
which be had befi>re spoken — " No answer ?— 
Now> / hope that Colonel Lee does not see in a 
rally jeBt anything offensive to the honour of his 
family, since methinlcs that were an in^flerent 
compliment to his sister, his &ther, and himself, 
not to mention Charles Stuart, whan he calls bis 
Sing ; and / expect, that I shall not be so hardly 
construed, as to be supposed capable of foi^etting 
that Mistress Alice Lee is the daughter of my 
foitfaftd subject and host, and the sister of my 
guide and preserver.— Come, come, Albert," he 
added, changing at once to his naturally &atik and 
unceremonious manner, " you foi^et how long I 
have been abroad, where men, women, and chil- 
dren, talk gallantry morning, noon, and tught, 
with no mote serious thought than just to pass 
away the time ; and I fOTget, too, that you are of 
the old-fashioned English school, a son after Sir 
Henry^s own heart, and don't understand rullery 
upon such subjects. — But I aek your patdon, 
Albert, sincerely, if I have really hurt you.^ 
So saying, he extended his hand to Colonel Lee, 
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who, feeling be h«d been reall; too buty in con- 
struing the King's jest in an unpleasant BeiiBe,ldaB- 
ed it vith reverence, and attempted an apology. 

" Not a word — ^not a woid," said the good-na- 
tured Pnnce, rusing his penitent adherent at he 
attempted to Imeel, " we understand each other. 
You are somewhat afraid of the gay reputation 
which I acquired in Scothmd ; but I assure you, I 
will be as stupid as you, or your connn Colonel, 
could desire, in presence of Mrs Alice Lee, and 
only bestow my gallantry, should I have any to 
throw away, upon the {wetty little waiting-maid 
who attended at supper — nnless you should have 
monopolized her ear for your own benefit. Colonel 
Albert" 

" It is monopoliied mire enoi^b, thou^ not hy 
me, if it please your Majesty ; but by Joceline Jo- 
liilb, the under-heeper, whom wemust not disoblige, 
as we have trusted him so far already, and may 
have occasion to repose even entire confidence in 
him. I half think be suspects who Louis Ker- 
n^piy may in reality be." 

" You are an engrossing set, you wooers <^ 
Weodstock," stud the Kinj;, laughing, '' Now, 
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if I had a ftocf , as a Fmchman would not Gtil 
to hare in such a case, to make pretty speeches 
to the deaf old woman I exw in tlie kitchen, as a 
pis-aller, I dare say I ehould be told that her ear 
was engrossed for Dr Rocheclifie^B sole use ?^ 

" I marvel at your Majesty's good spirits," 
said Albert, " that, after a day of danger, bdgue, 
and acctdents, you should feel the power of amu- 
sing yourself thus." 

" That a to say, the groom of the chambera 
wiabes bib Majesty would go to sleep ? — Well, one 
word cR* two on more serious business, and I have 
done. — I have been c»mpleCely directed by you 
and Rochecliflfe — I have changed my disguise 
Jroin female to male upon the instant, and alter- 
ed my destbation from Hampslure to take shelter 
here— Do you still hold it the wiser course ?"" 

" I have great confidence in Dr Rochectiffe," 
replied Albert, " whose acquaintance with the 
scattered royalists enables him to gain the most 
accurate intelligence. His pride in the extent of 
his correspondence, and the complication of his 
plots and schemes for your Majesty's serrlce, is in- 
deed the very food he lives upon ; but his s^acity 
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is ^nal to his Tanity. I repose, beudes, the ut- 
most faiUi in JoMe. Of my father and aster I 
would say nothing ; yet I would not, without reft- 
son, extend the knowledge of your Majesty *» per- 
flon &rther than it is indispensably necessary.'" 

" Is it handBome in me," said Charles, paudng, 
" to withhold my full con&dence irom Sir Henry 
Lee?" 

" Your Majesty heard of his almost death- 
swoon of last night-— what would i^tate him most 
deeply must not be hastily communicated." 

" True ; 4mt are we safe from a visit of the 
red-coat^— tbey have them in Woodstock as well 
as in Oxford f^ said Charies. 

" Dr Rocheclifie says, not unwisely,^ answered 
Lee, "that it is best sitdt^ near the fire when the 
chimney smokes ; and that Woodstock, so lately in 
possession of the sequestratora, and in the vicim^ 
of the soldiers, will be lets suspected, aud more 
carelessly searched, than more distant comers, 
which might seem to promise more safety. Be- 
sides," he added, *' Hochcchffe is in possession of 
curious and important news concerning the state 
of matters at Woodstock, highly favouraUe to your 
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Majnty^i being concealed in the palace for two or 
tfiree days, till shipping ia provided. The Fai- 
liament, or ugurping Council of State, had srat 
down aequeBtrabna, whom tharown evil conscien- 
ces, aanited, perhaps, by the tiicks of some daring 
cantliers, hsd lightened out of the Lodge, with- 
out much desire to come back again. Then the 
more &rmidable usurper, Cromwell, had granted 
s variant of poBsession to Colonel Ererard, who 
had only used it for the purpoee of repossesnng 
his uncle in the Lodge, and who kept watch in 
person at the little borough, to see that Sir Henry 
was not disturbed." 

" What 1 Mistresa Alice's Colonel ?" said the 
Sing — " that sounds aUrmtng ; — far grant that 
he keeps the other fellows at bay, think you not^ 
Maatcf Albert, he will not have an hundred el-* 
ruda a-dsy to l«ing him here in person P"" 

" Dr Rocheclifie says," anawoed Lee, " the 
tnaty between Sir Henry and his nephew binds 
the latter not to approadi the Lodge, unless invi- 
ted ;— indeed, it was not without great difficulty, 
and strongly aiguing the good ctnuequences it 
night produce to your Mqesty's cause, that my 



,11 by Google 



WOODSTOCK. 247 

&ther could be preruled on to occupy Woodrtock 
at all ; but be assured be wUl be in no huny to 
Bead an invitatioD to the Colond." 

" And be you assuied that the Colond irill come 
without vaidng for one," said Charles. " Folks 
cannot judge rightly vhete sisters are cmoemed 
—they are too familiar with the magnet to judge 
of its powers of attractton. — Everard will be here, 
aa if drawn by cartropes — fetters, not to Uik of 
promises, will not hold him — and then, methinks, 
we are in stone danger." 

" I hope not," said Albert " la the first 
place,IknowMarkhami8«BhiTetobisword; be- 
sides, weav any chance to bring him here, I thii^ 
I could pass your Alqesty upon him without dif- 
ficulty, as Louis Kemegny. Thai, aldiough my 
oouBin and I have not been at one for these some 
years, I believe him incapable of betraying your 
Majesty ; and lastly, if I saw the least Ateager of 
it, I would, were he ten times my mother's ne- 
phew, run my sword through his body, ere he 
had time to execute his purpose-" 

" There it but another question," sud Charlfs, 
" and I will release you, Albert : — You seem to 
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think youndf secore firom search. It may be bo ; 
bat, in any tObet country, this tale of g(^)lins 
which is Sying about irould bnug down priests 
and ministeni of Justice to examine the reality of 
the story, and mobs of idle people to satisfy their 
eorioMty." 

" Respecting the first, or, we hope and und»^ 
stand that Colonel Everard''B influence will pre* 
Tent aaj immediate inquiiy, for the sake of pre> 
serring un£stm:bed the peace of his unde's &mi- 
ly ; and as for any one coming without some ^rt 
t£ authonty, the whole neighbours hare nnich 
love and fear t^ my &tber, and are, beddes, bo 
hottibly alarmed about the goblins of Woodstock, 
that fear will silence curiosity." 

" On the whole, thai," stud Charles, " the 
diances of safety ae«a to be in favoui of the -^an 
we have adopted, which is all I can hope for in a 
CMidition where absolute safety is out of the ques- 
laaa. The Bishop recocuaoidedDrRochecUfie as 
one (^ the most ingenious, boldest, and most loyal 
sons of theChurchflfEngland; you,Alb^Lse, 
h»Te marked your fidelity by a hundred proofi. 
To you and your local knowledge I submit my- 
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self. — And now, prepare oar amu — aUve..! will 
not be taken ;— yet I will not believe that a son 
of the King of England, and heir of her throne, 
could be destined to danger in his own palace, 
and under the guard of the loyal Lees." 

Albert Lee laid pistols and swords in readiness 
by the King's bed and his own ; and Charles, 
tUbei some slight apology, took his place in the 
large and better bed, with a eigh of pleasure, as 
&OID one who had not lately enjoyed such an in- 
dulgence. He bid good night to his faithful at- 
tendant, who deposited himBelf in his truckle ; and 
both monardi and subject were soon fast asleep. 
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CHAPTER X. 

GtTC fill Nicbolu ThnilbJd pniie; 
Heu it, good mui, old in iUjb, 
Tboa tnc of succour and of rest 
To thii yooDg Ucd tlut was diiOos'il ; 
Bencadi tb j bisndieB he did Btay ; 
And he wu free to apon uid pU;, 
When hiams were abroad Ibr pre;. 

WoiDg«OB.TB. 

The fiigildTe Prince slept in spite of danger, 
with the profound repose which youth and fatigue 
inspire. But the young cavalier, his guide and 
guard, spent a more restless night, stardng firom 
time to time, and Ustening ; anxious, notwithstand- 
ing Doctor Bochedifie's assurances, to procure yet 
more particular knowledge concerning the state 
of things around them, titan he had been yet able 
to collect. 

He arose early after day-break ; but although 
he moved with as little noise as was possible, the 
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slumbers of the haimted Prince were easily dis- 
turbed. He started up in his bed, and ftsked if 
there was any alarm. 

" None, please your Majesty,^ replied I>ee; 
" cmly, thinkiDg on the questions youi Majesty 
was asking last lught, and the various chances 
there are of your Majesty's safety being endan- 
gered &om unforeseen acddents, I thought (^ 
going thus early, both to communicate with Doc- 
tor Rocheclifie, and to keep such a look-out as 
befits the place, where are lodged for the time the 
Fortunes t^ England. I fear I must request of 
your Majesty, for your own gradouB security, 
that you have the goodness to condescend to se- 
cure the door with your own hand after I go out." 

" Oh talk not to Majesty, for Heaven^s sake, 
dear Albert ]"" answered the poor King, endeavour- 
ing in vain to put a part of hie clothes in order 
to traverse the room. — " When a King's doublet 
and hose are so rt^^ged that he can no more find 
his way into them than he could have travelled 
through the forest of Deane without a guide, good 
&ith ! there should be an end of Mqesty, until it 
chances to he better accommodated. Besides, there 
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is the dunce of these big words bolting out at 
uoawarfis, when there ate ears to hear them vbotn 
«e might think dangerous." 

" Your commands shall be obeyedr" said Lee, 
who had mnr succeeded in opcdoing the door; firom 
which he took his departure, leaving the Eiag, 
who had bustled ahmg the floor fi>t that porpose, 
with his dress voefiilly ill arranged, to make it fast 
^un behind him, and beting his Majes^ in no 
case to opm to any one, unless he or Rochedifie 
were of the party who summoned him. 

Albert then set out in quest of Doctor Roche- 
clilfe*s apartment, which was only known to himself 
and the faithful JoUfie, and had at different times 
accommodated that steady dmrchman with a place 
of concealment, when, from his bold and busy tem- 
per, which led him into the most extemdve and 
hazardous machinatians on the Eing^ bdialf, he 
had been strictly soi^ht a&er by the opposite par- 
ty. Of late, the inquest after him had died mtirc' 
ly away, as he had prudently withdrawn himself 
from the scene of his intrigues. Since the loss of 
the battle of Worcester, he had been afloat again, 
and more active than ever ; and had, by friends 
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and correBpondects, and especially the Biabop of 
— " ■■ ) been the means of directiiig the King's flight 
towards Woodstodi, although it was not mitil the 
very day of his aniTal that he could promise him 
a safe recepdon at that andent manaion. 

Albert Lee, though he revered both the un- 
daunted spirit and ready resources of the bustling 
and undertaking churchman, felt he had not been 
enabled by him to answer some of the King's ques- 
tions yesternight, in a way so distinct as one trust- 
ed with the King's safety ought to have done ; and 
it was now his otgect to miJEe himself personally 
acquainted, if possible, with the various bearings 
of 80 wdghty a matter, as became a man on whom 
so much of the responsilnhty was likely to descend. 

Even his local knowledge was scarce adequate 
to find the Doctor's secret apartment, had he not 
traced his way after a genial flavour of roasted 
game through divers blind passages, and up and 
down certain very useless stturs, through cup- 
boards and hatchways, and so forth, to a species 
of sanctum sanctorum, where Joceline Joliife 
was ministering to the good doctor a solemn 
breakfast of wild-fowl, with a cup of small beer 



,11 by Google 



854 WOODSTOCK. 

Mined with a sprig of rosemary, i^ch Doctor 
RochecUffe preferred to oil Btrong potatioiu. Be- 
tide him nt Bevis oa his Uil, slobbering and look- 
ing amiable, moved by the rare smell of the break'- 
filst, which bad quite overcome his native dignity 
of disposition- 

The chamber in Which the doctor had estaUiah- 
ed himself was a little octaDgolar room, with walls 
of great thickness, within which were fabricated 
various issues, leading in different direclionB, and 
Govuntmicatingwith different parts of the building. 
Around him were packages with arms, and near 
him fine small barrel, as it seemed, of gunpow- 
der ; many papers in different parcels, and several 
Iteya for correspondence in cypher ; two or three 
scrolls covered with hieroglyphics were also beside 
him, which Albert took for plans of naUvity ; and 
various models of machinery, in which Doctor 
Rodiecli^ was an adq>L There were also tools 
of various kinds, masks, cloaks, and a dark Ian- j 
tern, and a number of other indescribable trin- 
kets belonging to the trade of a daring plotter 
in dangerous times. Last, there was a casket 
with gold and silver coin of different countries. 
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which was kft careleasly open, as if it were the 
least of Doctor Rochecliffe's concern, although 
hia haldts in general announced narrow circum- 
stancea, if not actual poverty. Close by the di- 
viners plate lay a Bible and Frayer-book, with some 
proof sheets, ss they are technically called, seem- 
ingly fresh from the press. There was ahio with> 
in the reach of his hand a dirk, or Scottish poniard, 
a powder-horn, and a musketoon, or blunderbuss, 
with a pur of handsome pocket-pistols. In the 
midst of this miscellaneous collection, the doctor 
sat eating his breakfast, with great appetite, as 
little dismayed by the various implements of dan- 
go: around him, as a workman is when accustom- 
ed to the perils of a gunpowder manufactory. 

'* Sofa, young gentleman," he said, getting up 
and extending his hand, " are you come to break- 
fast with me in good fellowship, or to spoil my 
meal this morning, as you did my supper Ust 
'night, by asking untimely questions F^ 

" I will pick a bone with you, with all my 
heart," said Albert ; '* and if you please, doc- 
tor, I would ask some questions which seem not 
quite untimely." 
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So sayiiig, he sat down, and assisted the doc- 
tor ID ^ving a very satiflfactoiy account of a brace 
of wild docks and a leash of teal. Beris, who 
maintuned his place with great patience and in> 
uauatiou, had his share ofacollop, which wasdso 
placed on the weli-fiinushed board ; for, like most 
high-bred dogs, he dedined eating water-fowl. 

" Come hither then, Albert Lee," said the 
doctor, laying down his knife and fork, imd pluck- 
ing the towel firom his throat, so soon as JoceKne 
was withdrawn ; " thou art still the same lad thou 
wert when I was thy tutor — never satisfied with 
having got a grammar rule, but always persecutifig 
me with questions why the rule stood so, and not 
otherwise — ovex-corious after information which 
thou could'st not comprehend, as Bevis hungered 
and whined for the duck- wing, which he could not 
eat." 

" I hope you will find me more reasonable, 
doctor," answered Albert ; " and at the same 
time, that you will recollect I am not now subje- 
nUn, but am placed in circumstances where I am 
not at liberty to act upon the ip^e iKxil of any 
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man, uuless my own judgment be comrinced. I 
shall deserve richly to be hanged, dnwn, and 
quartered, should any misfortune happen by my 
misgoverament in this business." 

** And it is therefore, Albert, that I would 
have thee trust the whole to me, without interfe- 
ring. Thou sayest, foreooth, thou art not aubjiru~ 
la ; but recollect that while you have been fight- 
ing in the field, I have been plotdog in the study 
— that I know all the comlnnstions of the King's 
friends, ay, and all the motions of his enemies, as 
well as a sfuder knows every mesh of his web. 
Think of my experience, msn. Not a cavaUer in 
the land but has heard of Bochecliffe the Plotter. 
I have been a mun limb in everything that has 
beoi attempted since fbrty~two— penned declara- 
tions, conducted correspondence, communicated 
with chiefis, recruited followers, commissioned 
arms, levied money, appointed rendesvoua. I was 
in the Western lUsing ; and before that, in the 
City Petition , and in Sir John Owen's stir in 
Wales ; in short, almost in every plot for the King, 
since Tomkins and Challoner's matter.^ 

" But were not all these plots unsuccesriul ?*' 

VOL. II. a 
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said Albert ; " and fete not TomldDS and Chal- 
loser hanged, doctor ?"' 

*' Yes, my young fnend," answered the doctor, 
gravely, " as many others have been with whom 
I have acted ; but only becauae^ey did not follow 
my advice implidtly. You nevar beard that I 
was bailed mysel£" 

" The time may come, doctor," said Albert ; 
" The {Etcher goes oft to the well— The proveib, 
as my father would say, is somewhat musty. But 
I, too, have some oonGdence in my own judge- 
ment ; and, much as I honour the church, I can- 
not altogether subscribe to passive obedience. I 
will tell you in one word what points I must have 
explanatioa on ; and it will remain with you to 
give it, or to return a message to the King that 
you will not ex^Jjun your plan ; in which case, if 
he acts by my advice, he.will leave Woodstock, 
and resume his purpose of getting to the coast 
without delay." 

" Well, then, thou suspidous monster, make 
thy demands, and, if they be such as I can answer 
without betraying confidence, I will reply to 
them." 
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* " In the lint place, then, what is all this itory 
about ghosts, and witchcrafts, and apparinons ? 
and do you cimsider it ss safe for his Majesty to 
8t^ in a house subject to inich Tisitatione, real oc 
pretended?" 

" You must be satisfied with mjr answerm twr&o 
mcerdoHa — the drcumstaoces yoti allude to will 
not give the least annoyance to Woodstock du- 
ring the Kuig^s reffldence. I cannot 'explain ^^ 
ther ; but for this I will be bound, at the risk <^ 
my ne^" 

" Then,** said Lee, " we must take the doctor 
for bail that the devil wUl keep the peace towards 
our Sovereign Lord the King — good. Now there 
lurked about this house the greater part of yester- 
day, and perhaps slept here, a fellow called Tom- 
kins — a Utter Independent, and a secretary, or 
something or other, to the regicide dog Des- 
borough. The man is well known — a wild ranter 
in leli^us opinions, but in private affiiiiB far- 
sighted, cunning, and intorested even as any 
rogue of than alt." 

** BeasBuredwe will avail ouneiTea of his cnuy 
ftnatidfm to mislead his wicked cunning;'^ 
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child miy leid a fac^, if it hu wit to ftaten « cord 
to the ring in its nose," replied the doctor. 

" You may be deceived," said Albert ; " the 
age haa tnaay nich as this fellow, whose views <rf 
the spiritual and tempoTal worid are so different, 
that they resemble the eyes of a squintbg man; 
one of which, oMique and distorted, sees nothing 
hot the end of hu nose, while the other, instead of 
partaking the same defect, views stronglyi sharply, 
and acutely, whatever is saljected to its scrutiny ." 

" But we will put a patch on the better eye," 
said the doctor, " and he shall only be allowed to' 
speculate with the imperfect optic. You must 
know this fellow has always seen the greatest 
number, and the most hideous apparitions ; he 
haa not the coorage of a cat in such matters, 
though stout enough when he hath temporal an- 
t^niats before him. I have placed him under 
the charge of Joceline Jolilfe, who, betwixt ply- 
ing him with sack and ghost-stories, would make 
him incapable of knowing what was done, if you 
were to proclaim the King in his presence." 

" Bat why keep such a fellow here at all ?" 

" Ob, sir, content you;— 4e lies leaguer, as a 
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sort of ambasBsdoT fin hii worthy maaUnv, snd 
we are secure from any intnuioD so long as they 
get all the news of Woodstock from trosty Tom- 
kins." ^ 

** I know Joceline's honesty well," eud Albert ; 
" and if he can assure me litat he will keep a 
watdi over diis fellow, I will so far trust in him. 
He does not know the depth of the stake, 'Us 
true, but that my life is concerned will be qiute 
enough to keep him vi^lant.— Well, then, I [so- 
oeed : — What if Markham Everard comes down 
' on us ?" 

" We have his word to the contrary," «iswer- 
ed Rochedifie— " his word of honour, toansmitted 
by bis fnend ; — Do you Uiink it likely he will' 
break it?" 

" I hold him incapable of doing so," answered 
Albert ; " and, besides, I think Markham would 
make no bad use of anything which might cmne 
to bis knowledg<^— Yet God forbid we should be 
under the necessity of tnisting any who ever wore 
the Parliament's colours in a matter of eucb de«r 



" Amm !" said the doctor.—" Arp your doubts 
silenced now ?" 
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" I BtiU hftve an objection," said Albert, " to 
yonder impudent rske-helly fellow, styling faim- 
self a cavKlier, -who pushed himself on our com- 
pany last ught, and gained my &tlier'g heart by 
a story of the storm of Brentford, which I dare 
say tfae rogue never saw.^ 

" You mistake him, dear Albert — Roger Wild- 
rake, although till of late I only knew him by 
name, is a gaitleman, was bred at the Inns of 
Court, and spent his estate in the Sing's service.'" 
** Or ratbier in the devil's service," said Albert. 
" It is such fellows as he, who, sunk from the li- 
cense of their military habits into idle debauched 
ruffians, infest the land with riots and robberies, 
brawl in hedge ale-bouses and cellars where strong 
vateiB are sold at midnight, and, with th«r deep 
oaths, tbar hot loyalty, and tbdi drunken va- 
lour, make dec^t men abominate the viery n^e 
pf Cavalier." 

" AlaK 1'^ said the doctor, " it is but too true ; 
but what can you expect P When the higher anA 
more quaMed dasses are broken down and mingled 
undistinguJshably with the lower orders, they are 
apt to lose the most valuable marks of their qua- 
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lity in the general confunon of monlg and man- 
ners — just as a handful of nlver medals will be- 
come de&ced and diseoloured if jumbled about 
among the vulgar copper coin. Even the prime 
medal (^ all, which ire royalintB would bo willingly 
wear next our very hearts, has not, perhaps, en- 
litdy escaped some deterioration— But let odier 
tongues than mine speak on that sul^ecL^ 

AUiert Lee paused deeply after having heard 
these communications on the part of BochecUSe. 
^" Doctor,'^ he said, " it is genially agreed, 
even by srane who think you may occasionally 
have been a little over busy in putting men upon 
dai^erous actions— r—" 

" May God forgive them who entertain so 
false an (^pinioQ of me !" said the doctor. 

«• That, nevertheless, you have done and 

suffered more in the King's behalf than any man 
of your fiuction.'* 

" Thc^ do me but jus^ there,** said Doctor 
Rochecliffe — " absolute justice.'" 

" I am thorefiire disposed to abide by your 
opinion, if, all things considered, you think it 
safe that we should remain at Woodstock.*' 
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" That a not (be question,'" aniwered the 
diTine. 

*' And vhat ii the quettum then F" replied the 
yonng Boldier. 

** Whether sny safer ooutse can be pointed 
out I grieve to say, that the question must be 
compirative, as to the point of option. Absolute 
safety is— alas the while .'— Hjut of the question on 
sU aides. Not, I say Woodstock is, fenced and 
guarded as at presoit, by &r the most piefierahle 
pkce <^ conceahnent.^ 

** Enough, I give up to you the question, as 
to a person whose knowledge of such important 
ftfluTS, not to mention your age and e^erience, is 
more intimate and extensiTe than mine can be." 

" You do well," answered Rochecli^ ; " and 
if others had acted with the Uke ^tnist of &.eiT 
own knowledge, and confidence in c<Hnpetent per- 
sons, it had been better for the age. This makea 
Understaadiag bar himself up within his fitrtslice, 
and Wit betake himself to his high tower." (Here 
he looked around his cell with an ur of self-com- 
^accaoce.) " The wise man fi>reaeeth the tempest, 
and hideUi himself.^ 
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" Doctor," uid Albert, " let oui foresight serve 
others far more precious than either of us. — Let 
me ask you, if you have well considered whether 
OUT pretaous charge should remun in society with 
the family, or betake himself to some of the more 
hidden o^mers of the house ?"" 

*' Hum ! — I think he will be safest as Louis 
Semeguy, kee^nng himself close beside you-" —" 

" I fear it will be necessary that I scout abroad 
a little, and show myself in some distant part of 
the country, lest, coming here in quest of me, 
they should find higher game." 

. '* Pray do not interrupt me^Keeping himself 
close beside you or your father, in or near to 
Victor Lee's apartment, from' which you are awaie 
he can make a ready escape, should danger a|H 
pnMtch.— This occurs to me as best for the pie- 
srat^I hope to hear of the vessel to-day— to- 
morrow at farthest** 

Afbert Lee bid Uie active but opinionated man 
good morrow ; admiting how this species of in- 
trigue had become a sort of element in which the 
doctor seemed to enjoy himself, notwithstanding 
aU that the poet has said concerning the borron 
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which iDtervenc betwixt the concepUoQ and exs- 
cutioa of a coiupirscy. 

In Fetuming from Doctor Rocheclifie's sanctu- 
ary, he met villi Joceline, who was anxiously Beep- 
ing him. " The young Scotch gentleman,'" he eaid, 
in A mysteriouB manner, " has arisen &om bed, 
and, hearing me pass, he called me into his a^Mrt- 
ment." 

" Well," relied Alb^, " I will see turn pre> 
scntly." 

" And he asked me for &eah linen and dothee. 
Now, or, he is like a man who is quite accustom- 
ed to be obeyed, so I gave him a suit which hap- 
pmed to be in a wardrobe in the west tower, and 
KHne of your linen to conform ; and when he was 
dressed, he commanded me to show him to the 
presoice of Sir Henry Lee and my young lady.— 
I wcHild have said something, sir, about wutiug 
dll you came hack, but he pulled me good-na- 
turedly by the hair, (as, indeed, he has a rare 
hnmoui of his own,) and toJd me, he was guest to 
Master Albert Lee, and not his prisoner ; — so, 
sir, though I thought you might be displeased 
with me for giving him the means of stirring 
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abroad, and peibapi b^ng seea by those who 
should not see him, what could I say F" 

" You are a sensible fellow, Jocelme, and 
compiebend always what is recommended to you. 
— This youth will not be controlled, I fear, 
by either of us; but we must look the closer 
after his safety — You keep your watch over that 
prying fellow the steward ?"" 

" Trust hun to my care— oa that aide have no 
fear.— But ah, sir ! I would we had the young 
Scot m his old dothes again, for the riding-sutt 
of yours which he now wears hath set him ofi' in 
other-^uess fashion." 

From the manner in which the fiuthful depend- 
mt ex|«esBed himself, Albert saw that he sus- 
pected who the Scottish page in reaUty was ; yet 
he did not think it proper to acknowledge to 
him a fkct of audi importance, secure as he was 
equally of his Bddity, whether explicitly trusted 
to the full extent, or left to his own conjectures. 
Full of anxious thought, he went to the apart< 
ment of Victor Lee, in which Jolifie told him he 
would find the party assembled. The sound of 
laughter, as he laid his hand on the lock of the 
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docw, ftlmost nude bim start, so angularly did it 
jar with tbe doubtful and melancholy nflectims 
which engaged his own mind. He entered^ tud 
fiiund bis &ther in high good humour, laughing 
and convening freely with hi§ young charge, whose 
i^peaiance wsa, indeed, bo nfuch changed to the 
bettei in externals, that it seemed scarce posnUe 
a night's test, a toilette, and a suit of dec&a.t 
clothes, could have done so much in his fevour in 
so short a time. It could not, howeva, be imputed 
to the mere alteration of dress, although that, no 
doubt, had its effect. There wa^nothing splendid 
in that which Louis Kemc^y (we continue to call 
him by his assumed name) now wore. It was 
merely a riding-suit of grey cloth, with some nl- 
rcr lace, in the fiuhion of a country gentleman <^ 
the time. But it happened to fit him very well, 
and to become his very dark complexion, espa- 
cially as he now held up his head, and used the 
manners, not only of a well-behaved but of a high- 
ly-accomplished gentlenun. When lie moved, 
hia clumsy and awkward limp was exch«iged for 
a sort of shuffle, which, as it might be tbe conae* 
quence of a wound in those perilous times, bad 
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rather an intCTeatbg than an ungunly effect At 
leatt it was as genteel an expression that the party 
had been overhard travelled, as the most polite 
pedestrian coald propose to himself. 

The features of the Wanderer were harsh as 
ever, but his red shock peruke, for such it proved, 
was laid aside, his sable elf-locks were .trained, 
by a little of Joceline's assistance, into curia, and 
his fine Uack eyes shone fron among the shade 
of these curls, and corresponded with the anims- 
ted, though not handsome, character of the whole 
bead. In his conversation, be bad laid asdc 
all the coarseness of dialect which be bad so 
strongly affected on the preceding evenii^ ; and 
although he condnued to speak a little Scotch, 
fer the support of his character as a young gen- 
deman of that nation, yet it was not in a de- 
gree which either rendered bis speech uncouth 
or unintelligible, but merely afforded a certain 
Doric tinge essential to the personage he repre- 
sented. No person on earth could better under- 
stand the society in which he moved ; exile had 
made him acquainted with life in all its shades 
and varieties — his sjnrits, if not unifbrm, were 



,11 by Google 



2TO WOODSTOCK. 

eUfltic — ^he liad that spedes of EfHCUTCsn phi- 
losophy, Tfaich, erai ia the most extreme difficul- 
ties and dangero, can in an interval of ease avail 
itself of the enjoyments of the moment— he was, 
in short, in youth and misfortune, as afterwards 
in his n^ conditicm, a good-faomoured but hard- 
hearted voluptuary — wise, save where his passions 
intervened— beneficent, save when prodigality 
had deprived him of the means, or prejudice ot 
the wish, to confer benefits — his faults sudi as 
might often have drawn down hatred, but that 
tbey were mingled with so mudi urbanity, that 
the injured person ^tit impossible to retwn the 
lull sense of his wrongft.- 

Albert Lee ftiund the^^party^ consisting of his 
fiuher, sister, and Ae supposed pt^, seated by- 
the breahfast-table, at which he also took his 
jdace. He was a pen»ve and amdous beholder 
of what passed, while the p^e, who had already 
completely gained the heart of the good old ca- 
valier, by mimicking the manner in wbich the 
Scotch divines preached in favour of Ma gude 
Lord Marquis of Ai^le and the Solemn Lei^e 
and Covenant, was now endeavouring to interest 
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the fMT Alice by such ftnecdotes, partly (^ vsrlike 
and perilous adventure, as possessed the same de- 
gree of interest for the female ear vhich they ha;ve 
had ever since Desdemana's days. But it was not 
only of dangers by land and sea that the disguised 
pi^ spoke ; but much more, and much oftencr, on 
foreign revels, banquets, balls, wh^e the pride of 
France, of Spain, or of the Low Conntries, was ex- 
hibited in the eyes of their most emin^it beauties. 
Alice b»ng a very young girl, who, in consequence 
of the Civil War, had been almost entirely edu- 
cated in tb&country, and often in great sedinion, 
it wtiB certainly no wonder that she should hatm 
with willing ears, aad a ready snule, to what the 
young genUemas, their gueet,and herbrother's pro- 
t^^ told with so much gaiety, and mingled with 
such a shade of dangerous adventure, and occadon- 
ally of s^iouB reflection, as prevented the discourse 
fnan bding regarded as merely light and frivolous. 
In a word, Sir Henry Lee laughed, Alice 
smiled from dme to time, and all were well satis- 
fied but Albert, who would himself however, have 
been scarce able to all^ a sufficient reason for 
his depression of spirits. 
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The materials of brealtfast were at last remo- 
Ted, under tbe active superintendence of tbe neat- 
handed Fhcebe, who looked over her shoulder, 
and lingered more than once, to listen to the 
fluent dlBcourse of their new guest, whom, on the 
precedbg evening, she had, while in attendance 
at nipper, accounted one of the most stujnd in- 
mates to whom the gates of Woodstock had been 
opened unce the times of Fair Rosamond. 

Louis Kemeguy then, when they were left only 
fbor in the chamber, without the interruption of 
domestics, and the successive bustle occauoned hy 
tbe discussion and removal of the morning meal, 
became apparently sensible, that his friend and 
ostensible patron Albert ought not alh^ther to 
be suffered to drop to leeward in the conversa- 
tiim, while he was himself successfully enga^g 
the attention of those members of his family to 
_ whom he had become so recently known. He went 
behind his cbair, therefore, and, leaning on the 
back, said with a good-humoured tone, which 
made his purpose entirely intelligible, 

" Either my good frirad, guide, and patron, has 
heard worse news this morning than he care« to 
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tell us, or he must have stumbled over my tat- 
tered jerkin and leathern hose, and acquired, by 
contact, the whole mass of stupidity which I threw 
off last night with those most dolorous garmentB. 
Cheer up, my dear Colonel Albert, if your afiec- 
ticmate p^e may presume to say so— you are in 
company with those whose sodety, dear to stran- 
gers, must be doubly so to you. Odd's fisb, man, 
cheer up ! I have seen you gay on a Inscuit and 
a mouthfid of water-cresses— don't let your heart 
fail you on Rhenish wine and venison." 

" Dear Louis," sud Albert, rousing himself 
into exertion, and somewhat ashamed of his own 
silence, " I have slept worse, and been asdr earlier 
than you." 

" Be it so,'" said his father; " yet I bold it no 
good excuse for your sullen silence. Albert, you 
have met your sister and me, so long separated 
from you, so anxious on your behalf, almost Gke 
mere strangers, and yet you are rettuned safe to 
us, and you find us welt." 

" Returned indeed—but for safety, my dear 
father, that word must be a stranger to us Wor< 



,11 by Google 



27* WOOUSTOCK. 

cestei folks for some Ume. However, it is not my 
own Esfety about which I am anxious." 

" About whose, then, should yon be soxioiu? 
—All accounts agree that the King i^ safe out of 
the d{^' jawa." 

" Not without some danger though* muttered 
Louis, thinking of his encounter whh Bevis on 
' the preceding evening. 

** No, not without danger,* echoed the kn^ht} 
" but, as old Will says,— 



No, no — thank God, that's cared forj oar Hope 

and Fortune is escaped, bo all news affirm, esca* 

ped Irom Bri&tol-^if I thought otherwise, Albert, 

I should be as sad as you are. For the rest of it, 

I have lurked a month in this house when disco* 

very would have been death, and that is no longer 

nnce than after Lord Holland and the Duke of 

' Buckingham's rising at Kingston ; and hang me^ 

' J) if I thought once of twisting my brow into such 

4f "4^ a tragic fold as yours, but cocked my hat at mis- 

~'«r fortune as a cavalier should." 

" If I might put in a word," said Louis, " it 
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would be to asBun ColoneJ Albert Lee tbst I 
Teiily believe tfae King would tliitilc his own hap* 
whereTetbe may be, much the vone that his best 
subjects vere seized with dejection on his account.'* 

" You answer boldly oh the King's part, young 
inao," said Sir Henry. 

"Oh, iny &ther was meikle about the Kins'** 
band," answered Louis, recollecting his ptesent 
character. 

" No wonder* then," sud Sir Henry, " that 
you have sO soon recovered ydur good spirits and 
good I»eeding, when you heard of his Msjesty^s 
escape. Why, yon are no more like the lad we 
saw last night, than the best hunter I ever had was 
like a dray-hotse." 

*' Oh; there is much in rest, and food, and 
grooming," answered Louis. " You would hardly 
know the tired jade you dismounted from last 
night, when she is brought out prancing and neigh- 
ing the next morning, rested, refreshed, and ready 
to start again— espedally if the brute hath some 
good blood, for such pick up unco fast.'' 

" Well, then, but since thy father was a cour- 
tier, and- thou hast learned, I think, something t^ 
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the trade, tell m a little, Masto- Keraegay, about 
him wc lore moBt to bear about — theKing; weare 
all safe and secret, you need not be afrud. He 
was a hopeful youth ; I trust hu flournhbg bloe- 
Bom now gives promise of fruit ?" 

As the knight spoke, Lonis bent Ins eyes on 
the ground, and seemed at 6rst uncertun what to 
answer. But admirable at extricating himself from 
such dilemmas, lie replied, " That he really could 
not presume to speak on euch a subject in the 
presence of lus patron, Colonel Albot Lee, who 
must hk a tench better judge of the character of 
King Charles than he could pretend to be." 

Albert was accordingly next assailed il>y the 
kni^t, seconded by Alice, for sune account of 
bis Majesty^s character. 

" I will speak but acctuding to facts,"' said 
Albert ; " and thcsi I must be acquitted of pv- 
tifdity. If the King had not possessed entei^se 
and military skill, he never would have attempted 
the expedilion to Worcester ; — had he not had 
personal courage, he had not so long disputed the 
battle that Cromwell almost judged it lost. That 
he possesses prudence and paUence, must be ar^ 
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gued ftom the drcimutuices attending hU flight ; 
ftndthat he hutbeloTeofhiB subjects is eridenti 
since, neoesssrily known to numy^Jiebas been be- 
trayed by none." 

" For shame, Albert !" rallied his nster ; " is 
that the way a good cavalier doles out the cha- 
racter of his Prince, applying an instance at every 
ooflce8sion,~like a pedlar measuring linen with his 
rod ?— Out upon you ! — no wonder you were beaU 
en, if you fought as coldly for your King as yost 
now talk for him.''^ 

" I did my best to trace a likeness from what I 
have seen and known of the original, sister Alice," 
replied her brother — " If you would have a fimcy 
portrait, you must get an artist of more imagina- 
tion than I have to draw it for you." 

"I will be that artist myself," said Alice;" and, 
in my portrait, our Monarch shall show all that he 
ought to be, having such high pretensions — an 
that he must be, being so loftily descended-^-all 
tbtt I am sure he is, and that every loyid heart 
in the kingdom ought to believe him." 

*' Well said, Alice," quoth the old knight.— • 
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" Look thou apon thia {octure, ind on this !— 
Hon is our young &iemldidljadg& Ivi^eriity 
best nig — that is, I would wagei bim bad I qbo 
left— 4hst Alice proves the better psiiiter of the 
two.-^My toB^B bnoB is still misty, I think, since 
his defest-f-jie hu Jut got the smc^ of Woroes' 
tgoreutofit.. Flsgucoatbeei — « young man, and 
MstdowiLforcniebesdiig? Had you been htuged 
twenty tmet like me, k had been time to look 
pare. — ^But come, Alice^ &rward ; the ooIouzb ace 
ndxed on your pallet — forward wkh somethiBg 
that shall show like one of Vandyke^a living por> 
UaitM, placed bende the dull dry preseststiiai 
there of our anoestor Victor -I^ee.^ 

Alioet it most be obserred, had Ixen educated 
byhetfether in the notions of high, and even ot- 
a^ocated kiyaby, whicb cbaractfiriaed tbe ciiTa< 
lien, and she was realfy an enthunastin the royal 
^uH. But besides, she was in good sfurits at her 
bEotber^B h^ipy return, and wi^ed to prolcn^ 
the gay humour, in which her father had of late 
scarcely ever indulged. 

" Well then,^ she said, " though I un no Apel- 
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le% I irill try to puat an- Alexander, Buch as I 
hope, and am det«rmiiied to believe, exists in the 
pereoQ of our exiled sovereign, soon I trust to 
be restored. And I will not go fatthet than his 
own family. He shall have all the chivalrous 
cour^, all the vailike skill, of Henry of France, 
his grandfather, in order to place him on the 
tfarooe ; — all bis benevolent, lore of bis people, 
patience even of unpleasing advice, sacrifice of 
bis own wishes and pleasures to the commonweal, 
that, seated there, be may be blest while living, 
and so Iraig temembered when' dead, that for t^es 
after it shall be thoaght sacrilege to breathe an 
aspersion agMQSt the throne which he has occil- 
pied ! Long after he is dead, while there remuas 
aa old man who has seen him, were the condi- 
tion of that survivor no higher than a groom or a 
menial, bis age shall be provided for at tbe pub- 
lic charge, and his gray hairs regarded withjncffe 
distinction than an earl's coronet, because he re- 
members the Second Charlte, the monarch of 
every heart in England !" 

While A^ice spoke, she was hardly consdou* 
c£ the ptesencc of any one save her father and 
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brother; for the page withdraw himietf somewlut 
firom the ciicle, and there was nothing to remind 
her of him. She gaTe the r^ns, therefore, to her 
aithusiasm, and as the tears glittered in her eye, 
and her beautiful featuret became animated, she 
seemed like a descended cherub prodnming the 
virtues of a patriot monarch. The person diiefly 
inteieited in faer description held himself back, sa 
we have sud, and concealed his own features, yet 
so as to preserve a full view of the beautiful 
q>eaker. 

Albert Lee, consdona in whose presence this 
eok^um was pronounced, was much embarrass- 
ed ; but his father, all whose foelings were flatter- 
ed by the panc^iyric, was in rapture. 

" So much for the Jftt^, AUce,*^ he said ; "and 
now for the Afon ." 

" For the mon,'^ replied Alice in the same tone, 
" need I wish him more than the paternal virtues 
of his unhappy father, of whom his worst ene- 
mies have recorded, that if moral virtues and teli- 
ffoaa faith were to be selected as the qualides which 
merited a crown, do man could plead the posses- 
sion of them in a higher or more indisputable de- 
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grce. Temperate, wise, and frugal, yet munifi- 
cent in rewordiiig merit — a friend to lettera and 
the muaea, but a severe diBcour^er of the misiue 
of Budi gifts— a worthy gentleman — a kind mas- 
ter—the best friend, the best &ther, the best 

Cfaristiaa "" Her voice began to fUter, and 

her &ther*B handkerchief was already at his eyes. 
" He was, girl — he was !" exclaimed Sir Henry; 
*' but no more on't, I charge ye— no more on'b— • 
enough ; — ^let his son but possess his virtues, with 
better advisers, and better fortunes, and he will 
be all that England, in her warmest wishes, could 

There was a pause after this ; for Alice felt as 
if she had spoken too frankly and too zealously 
for her sex and youth. Sir Henry was occupied 
in melancholy recollecdons on the fkte of his late 
sovereign, while Kemeguy and his supposed pa- 
tron fbit einbarrassed, perhaps firom a conscious- 
ness that the real Charles fell fiu: short of his ideal 
character, as deflgned in such glowing colours. In 
some cases, exaggerated or unappropriate pruse 
becomes the most severe satire. 
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But such reflecUcma were not of a nature to be 
long willingly tiherisbed by the person, to whom 
they might hare been of great advantage. He at* 
sumed a tone of riullety, which is, perhaps, the 
readiest modie of escaping from the feelings of self- 
reproof. " Every cavalier," he sud, " shoiild 
bmd faia knee to thank Mistress Alice Lee for 
having made such a flattering portr^t of the King 
their master, by laying under contribution for his 
benefit the nrtues of all his anoestotsi— only thera 
was one pomt he would not have expected a £nnale 
punter to have passed over in silence. 'V^'himsha 
made him, in right of bis grandfather and father, 
a muster of royal and individual excellmcics, why 
could she not have endowed him at the same time 
with his mother's personal charms ? — ^Why should 
not the son of Henrietta Maria, the finest wo- 
naa of hor day, add the reconunendatitma of a 
handsome fiwe and figure to bisintemal qualities? 
•*4ie had the same hereditary title to good \at^ 
as to mental qualificatuHis ; and the picture, wiA 
such an addition, would be perfect in its way — 
and God send it might be a resemUimce !" 

" i understand you, Master Kemcguy,'' said 
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Alice, *' but I *iB no ft"7> to bestow, as khoec do ID 
the auTsey tales, gifts which Fravidence has de- 
med. I am womoo enough to have made inquirio 
on the sulgect, and I know the general report is, 
that the King, to have been the son of audi hand- 
some parentB, is unusually hard-&vouTed." 

" Good God, ffister .'" eud Albert, stardng im- 
patiently from his seat. 

" Why, you yourself told me so," said Alice, 
surprised at the emotion he testified ; " and you 
said '" 

*^ This is intolerable," muttered Alhert — ** I 
must out to speak with Jocdine without delay.— 
Louis," (with an imploring look to Kemeguy,) 
*' you will surely come with me ?" 

" I would with fdl my heart," said Eemq^uy, 
smiling maliciously ; " but you see how I saSet 
still from lamoiesH. — Nay, nay, Albert," he whis- 
pered, resisting young Lee''s attempt to prevail on 
him to leave the room, " can you suppose I am 
fi)ol enough to be hart by this ? — on the contrary, 
I have a derire of profiting by it." 

" May God grant it !" sud Lee to himself, as 
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he left the room — " it will be the fint lecture you 
ever profited by ; and ^e devil confound the plots 
and plotters who made me bring you to this 
place !" So Mying, he carried lua diacMitent forth 
into the Faik. 



,11 by Google 



WOODSTOCK. 



CHAPTER XL 



For there, Iher 117, be dallf dolh fraqaenl 
With uDicMnincd loate coinpMiuni) ; 
While be, jaang, wuitan, and effimiiute bof. 



Trk coaTereatioD which Albert had in vain 
endeavoured to inteiTupt, flowed on in the same 
course after he had left the room. It entertained 
Louis Eerneguy ; for personal vanity, or an over 
sen^tivenesB to deserved reproof, were not among 
the faults of His character, and were indeed iiu 
compatible with an understanding, which, com- 
Inned with more strength of principle, steadiitess 
of exertion, and self-denial, might have placed 
Charles high on the list of English monarchs. On 
the other hand, Sir Henry liateoed mth natural 
delight to the noble sentimentsuttered by a bang 
pso beloved as hia daughter. His own parts were 
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rather steady than brilliant; and he had that 
•pecieB of imagination which is not easily excited 
without the action of another, as the electrical 
globe <mly stnntiUateB when nibbed against its 
cushion. He was well pleased, therefore^ when 
Kerneguy pursued the conversation, by obser- 
ving that Mistress Alice Lee bad not expbined 
bow the same good fairy that conferred moral 
qualities, could not also renove corporeal ble- 
mishes. 

" You mistake, »r," said Alice. " I confer 
nothing. I do but attonpt to paint our King 
such as I hope he is — such as I am sure he ma^ 
be, should he himself desire to be do; The same 
general report which ^aks of his countenance 
as nnprepossesung, describes his talents as being 
of the fir^ order. He has, therefore, the means 
of uriving at excellence, shoidd he cultivate tbem 
sedulously and employ them usefully — should he 
rule his passions and be guided by bis under- 
standing. Every good man cannot be wise ; but 
it u in the power of every wise man, if he pleases, 
to be OS ^ninent tar virtue as for talenL^ 

Voung Kemeguy rose briskly, and took a turn 
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through the room ; and ere the knight could nuke 
any observation on the singular vivacity in which 
he had indulged, he threw himself again into Ms 
chwr, and said, in rather an altered tone of vwce 
— " It seems, then, Mistress Alice Lee, that the 
good fiiends who have described this poor King 
to you, have been as unfavourable in their ac- 
count of his morals as of his perstm ?^* 

" The truth must be better known to you, sir," 
Bud Alice, ** than it can be to me. Some rumours 
there have been which accuse him t^ a license, 
which, whatever allowance flatterers make {ex it, 
does not, to say the least, become the son of the 
Martyr — I shall be happy to have these contra- 
dicted on good authority." 

** I am surprised at your folly," said Sir Henry 
Lee, "in hinting at such things, Alice; a pack 
of scandal, invented by the rascals who have 
usurped the government — a thing devised by the 
enemy." 

" Nay, Mr," said Kemeguy, laughing, *' we 
must not let our zeal charge the enemy with more 
scandal than they actually deserve. Mistress Alice 
has put the question to me. I can only answer, 
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' that no one can be more devotedly attached to 
the King than I myself, — that I am very partial 
to his merits and blind to his defects ; — and that, 
in short, I would be the last man in the world to 
give up hb cause where it was tenable. Never- 
theless, I must confess, that if all his grandfather 
of Navarre'^s morals have not descended to him, 
this poor King has sranehow inherited a share of 
the BpecVs that were thooght to dim [the lostre 
of that great Prince — that Charles is a little acrft- 
hearted, or so, where beauty is concerned. — Do 
not blame him too severely, pretty Mistress 
Alice ; when a man's hard fate has driven him 
among thorns, it were surely hard to prevent 
him from trifling with the few roses he may find 
among them ^^ 

Alice, who probably thought the conTersadon 
had gone &r enou^ rose while Master Kerne- 
guy was speaking, and was leaving the room be- 
fore he had finished, without apparently hearing 
the interrogation with which he concluded. Her 
father approved of her departure, not thinking 
the turn which Kemeguy had given to the dis- 
course altogether fit for her fnesence ; and, de^- 
rous civilly to break ofl* the conversaUon, " I see," 
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he said, " this is about tiie Ume when, aa Will 
says, the household affairs vill call mydaughter 
hence ; I will therefore challenge you, young 
gentleman, to stretch your limbs iu a little exer- 
cise inth me, either at nngle rapier, or rapier 
and poniard, back>8Word. spadroon, or your na- 
Uonal weapons of broad-«word and target ; for all, 
or any of which, I think we shall find implementa 
in the hall." 

It would be too high a dislincUon, Master Ker- 
neguy sud, for a poor page to be permitted to try 
a pauage of arms with a knight so renowned at 
Sir Henry Lee, and he hoped to enjoy so great 
an. honour before he lefl Woodstock; but at liie 
present moment bis lameness conUnued to give 
him so much pain, that he should shame himself 
in the a^empu 

Sirllenry then offered to read him a play of 
Shakspeare, and for this purpose turned up King 
Richsrd'II. But hardly had he commenced with 

" Old John of GnuDt, time-honoured I..ancatteT," 

when the young gentleman was seized with such 
an incontEollable fit of the cramp as could only 
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b* rdiend bj ■■■"'ft"** exadi& He thnrfwe 
bi|[ged permuson to be allowed to nunter abroad 
for a liuk while, if Sir Hem; Lee crauidered 
he DU^t Tcntun without danger. 

"lean answer f(Hr the two or ibrecf^ our peo- 
ple that are still left about the place,'' said Sir 
Hetu^ ; " and I know my sod has disposed them 
to as to be eooMtantly an the watch. Ifyoa hear 
the bell toll at the Lodge, I adTise you to come 
straight hrane by the way <^ the Kng''s oak, 
which you see in yonder glade towering above 
die rest c^ the trees. We will have some one sta- 
tioned there to introduce you secretly into the 
houae." 

The page Ustened to these cautions with the 
impatience of a school-boy, who, denrous (^ en- 
joying his ht^ay, hears without morkii^ the 
advice of tutor or parent, about taking care not 
to catch cold and so fwth. 

The absence of Alice Lee had removed all 
whidi hod rendered the interior of the Lodge 
agreeable, and the mercurial young page fled 
with jHvdfntatkm fimn the exracise and.tmnKW* 
ment wbic^ Sir Henry had proposed, i He ^rdcd 
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oa his nqiier, and threw his cloak, or rather that 
which beloDged to his borrowed suit, about him, 
bringing up the lower part so as to muffle the face 
and show only the eyee over it ; wliieh was a com- 
mon way of wearing them in those days, both in 
streets, in the country, and in public places, when 
men bad a mind to be private, and to avoid in 
temiption from salutations and greetings in the 
market-place. He hurried across the <^n space 
which t^vided the front of the Lodge from tbe 
wood, with the baste of a bird escaped from the 
cage, which, though joyful at its liberation, is at 
the same time sennhle of its need of protection 
and shelter. The wood seemed to afford these to 
the human fugitive, as it might have done to the 
bird in question. 

When under the shadow of the branches, and 
within the verge t^ the forest, covered from ob- 
servation, yet with power of surveying the front 
of (be Lodge, and all the open ground b^ore it, ' 
the supposed I^uis Kem^^uy meditated on his 
esc!q>e. 

« What an infliclion — to fence with a gouty 
old man, who knows not, I dare say, a trick of the 
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svord, which was not familiar in the days of old 
Vincent Saviolo ! or, as a change of misery, to 
hear him read one of those wildernesses of scenes 
which the English call a play, from prologue to 
epilogue— from Enter the first to the final Exetmi 
omfi««— an unparalleled horror — a penance which 
would hare made a dungeon darker, and added 
duln^s even to WoodstocV.*' 

Here he stopped and looked around, then con- 
tinued his meditaUons — " So then, it was here 
that the gay old Norman secluded his pretty mis- 
treSG— I warrant, without having seen her, that 
Rosamond Clifford was never half so handsome 
ns that lovely Alice Lee. And what a soul there 
is in the girl's eye ) — with what ahandonment of 
all respects, save that expres^ng the interest of 
the moment, she poured forth her tide of entbu- 
siasm t Were I to be long here, in spite of 
prudence, and half-a-dozen very venerable ob- 
stacles beside^'f should be tempted to try to re- 
concile her to the indifi^nt visage of thb same 
hard-favoured Prince, — Hard-favoured P— it is 
a kind of treason for one who pretends to so 
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much loyalty, to say so pf the King's features, 
and in my mind deserves punishment. ~Ab, 
pretty Mistress Alice I many a Mistress Alice 
before you has made dreadful exclamations on 
the irregularities of mankind, and the wicked- 
ness of the age, and ended by being glad to look 
out for apologies for their own share in them. 
But then her father — the stout old cavalier — my 
father's old friend — should such a thing befal, it 
would break his heart — Break a pudding's-end 
— he has more sense. If T ^ve his grandson a 
title to quarter the arms of England, what mat- 
ter if a bar sinister is drawn across them ?— 
Pshaw ■ far from an abatement, it is a ptnnt of 
addition^the heralds in their next visitation will 
place lum higher in the roll for it Then, if he 
did wince a little at first, does not (he old trai- 
tor deserve it ?— ^rst, for his disloyal intention 
of pinching mine anointed body black and blue 
with bis vile foils— and secondly, his atrocious 
complot with Will Shakspeare, a fellow as much 
out of date as himself, to read me to death with 
five acts of a historical play, or chronicle, ' be- 
ing the piteous Life and Death of Richard the 
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SeoHidP' Odd'i fidi, my 070 Ufe is pitaoua 
eoougfa, M I think ; and my deatfi may match 
it, for aught I Bee conung yet Ah, but then 
the Imitfaer — my friend — my guide—my guard 
—So far as tluB little proposed intrigue coocemB 
him, such practisiog would-be thought not quite 
fair. But your bouncing, swaggering, revenge- 
ful brothers eictst only on the theatre. Your dite 
revenge, with which a brother persecuted a poor 
fellow who had seduced bis aster, or been Bedu> 
ced by her, as the case might be, as relentlessly 
as if be had trodden on his toes without making 
an apology, is entirely out of fashion, nnce Dor- 
set killed the Lord Bruce many a long year sinoe. 
Pshaw ! when a King is the offender, the bra< 
vest man eacrifices nothing by pocketing a little 
wrong which he cannot personally resent. And 
in Frmce, there is not a noble house, where each 
individual would not cock his hat an ini^ higher, 
if they could boast of sudi a left-handed alliance 
mth the Grand Monarque," 

Soch were the thoughts which rushed through 
lite mind of Charlee, at his first quitting the 
Lodge of Woodstodc, and plunging into the fo- 
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real that uurounded it. Hu profligate log^c, 
however, was not the result of his natural dispo> 
ution, nor reccsved irithout scruple by his aouod 
understanding. It was a train of reaaoung which 
be bad been led to adt^t fran his too close inti. 
taaey with the witty and pndigate youth of qua- 
lity by wbnn he had been surrounded. It arose 
from the evil communicatioQ with Viltiers, VUL 
mot, Sedley^ and others, whose genius was de». 
tined to corrupt that age, and the Monarch on 
whom its character aftowards so mudi depend- 
ed. Such men> bred amidstthe lic^ue of mH 
war, and without ^tperiencing that curb whidt 
in ordinary tiraes the authority of parents and 
rdaUons imposes upon the headlong pasaons of 
youth, were practised in every species of vice, 
and could leconunend it as well by precept as I^ 
rumple, turning into pitiless ridicule all those 
nobler feelings which withhold men from grati- 
fying lawless pasuon. The events of the Cng's 
life had also favoured his recepti<Hi of this Ef^ 
curean doctrine. He saw himself, with the higlw 
est claims to sympathy and assistance, coldly 
treated by the Courts which he viHted, rather as 
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a permitted suppUant, than an exiled Monardi. 
He beheld bis own ri^ts and claims treated with 
■com and indifi^nce ; and, in the same prc^r- 
tion, he was reconciled to the hard*hearted and 
selfish course of disupadon, which promised him 
immediate indulgence. If this was obtained at 
the expense of the happiness of others, should 
he of all men be scrupulous upon the subject, 
nnce he treated others only as the world treated 
himP 

But although the foundations of this unhappy 
system bad been laid, the Prince was not at this 
early period so fully devoted to it as he was found 
to hare become, when a door was unexpectedly 
opened for his restoration. On the contrary, 
though the train of gay reasoning which we 
have above stated; as if it had found vent in ut- 
tered language, did certainly arise in his mind, 
as that which would have been suggested by his 
favourite coun<»llors on such occasions, he re- 
collected that what might be passed over as a 
peccadillo in France or the Netherlands, or turn- 
ed into a diverting novel or pasquinade by the 
wits of his own wandeting Court, was likely to 
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have the aspect of horrid ingratitude and infa- 
mous treachery among the English gentry, and 
would inflict a deep, perhaps an incurable, wound 
upon his interest, among the more aged and re- 
spectable part of his adherents. Then it occur- 
red to him — for his owii interest did not escapr 
him, even in this mode of considering the subject 
— 4liat he was in the power of the Lees, father 
and son, who were always understood to be at 
least sufEdently punctilious on the score of ho- 
nour ; and if they should suspect such an affront 
as his imagination hod conceived, they could be 
at no loss to find means of the most ample re~ 
venge, either, by their own hands, or by those of 
the ruling faction. 

" The risk of re-opening the fatal window at 
Whitehall, and renewing the tragedy of the Man 
in the Mask, were a worse penalty," was his final 
reflecdon, " than the old stool of the Scottish 
penance ; and pretty though Alice Lee is, I can- 
not afford to intrigue at such a hazard. So, fare- 
well, pretty maiden I unless, as sometimes has 
happened, thou hast a humour to throw Ihysclf 
at thy King''s feet, and then I am too magnani- 
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motu to refuse thee my protectuHi. — Yet, when 
I think of the pale clay>Gold figure of tlie <dd 
man, as he lay last ni^t extended before me, 
and imag^e the tary of Albert Lee raging with 
impatience, his hand on a sword which only his 
It^alty prevents him from plunging into his sove- 
rogn's heart, — nay, the picture is too horrible I 
Charles mmt for ever change bia name to Jo- 
seph, even if he were strongly tempted ; which - 
may Fortune in mercy prohibit l** 

To speak the truth of a Prince, more unfcr- 
tunate in his early companions, and the callous- 
neas which be acquired by his juvenile adven- 
tures and irregulu' mode of lif^ than in his na- 
tural dispo^tion, Charles came the more readily 
to this wise conduuon, because he was by no 
means subject to those violent and engrosung 
pasfflons, to gratify whidi the world has been 
thought well lost His amours, hke many of the 
present day, were rather matters of bai»t and 
fashion, than of pas«on and afiection ; and, in 
comparing himself in this respect to his grand- 
father Henry IV^, he did neither his ancestor 
nor himself perfect justice. He was, to parody 
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the words of a bud, himself actuated bj the 
stormy pasaions which an intriguer ofteo only 
uiDulates, — 



An amour waa with him a matter of amuument, 
a regular consequence, as it aeemed to him, of 
the ordinaiy course of things in society. He was 
not At the trouUe to practise seductive arts, be- 
cause he had seldom found occa»on to make use 
of them; his high rank, and the prt^igacy of 
•mne of the female sodety with which he bad 
mingled, reDdering them unnecessaty. Added 
to this, he had, for the same reason, seldom been 
crossed by the obstinate interference of rdationst 
or even of husbands, who had generally seemed 
not unwilling to suffer such matters to take thcar 
course. 

So that, notwithstanding his total looseness of 
principle, and systematic disbelief in the virtue 
of wonen and the honour of men, as connect- 
ed with the character of their female relatives, 
Charles was twt a person to have studiously in- 
troduced disgrace into a family, where a oon- 
(]ueat might have been violently disputed, at- 
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tained with difficulty, and accompanied with ge- 
neral disttess, not to mention the exutation of all 
fiercer passions against the author of the scandal. 

But the danget of the King's sotuety consisted 
in hii being much of an unbeliever in the exists 
ence t^ such cases as ven like to be emlnttered 
by remorse oo the part of the principal victim, 
or rendered peribus by the violent resentment of 
her cwmeuons or relatives. He bad found sut^ 
things treated on the continent as matters of ot- 
dinaiy occurrence, subject, in all cases where a 
man of high influence was concerned, to an easy 
arrangement ; and be was really, generally spell- 
ing, sceptical on the subject of severe virtue in 
^ther sex, and apt to cotisider it as a veil assu- 
med by prudery in women, and hypocrisy in 
men, to extort a higher reward for their com- 
plusance. 

While we are discusmng the character of his 
disposition to gallantry, the Wanderer was con- 
ducted, by the walk he had chosen, through se- 
veral whimsical turns, until at last it brought 
him under the windows of Victor Lee's apart- 
ments, where he descried Alice watering and ar- 
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ranging some flowers placed on the Oriel win- 
dow, which was ea^ly acces^ble by daylight, 
although at night he had found it a dangerous 
attempt to scale it. But not Alice only, her 
father also showed himself near the window, and 
beck«ied him up. The family party seined 
now more promising than before, and the fugi- 
tive Prince was weary of playing battledore and 
shuttlecock with his conscience, and much dis- 
posed to let matters go as chance should deter- 

He climbed lightly up the broken ascent, and 
was readily welcomed by tlie old knight, who 
held activity in high honour. Ahce also seemed 
glad to see the lively and interesting young man i 
and by her presence, and the unafTected mirth 
with which she enjoyed his sallies, he was anima- 
ted to display those qualities of wit and humour, 
which nobody possessed in a higher degree. 

His satire delighted the old gentleman, who 
laughed till his eyes ran over, as he heard the 
youth, whose cl^ms to his respect he litUe dreamed 
of, amusing him with successive imitations of the 
Scottish Presbyterian clergyman, of the proud and 
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pow Hidalgo of the Nottb, of the fiove and orer- 
weaiing pride and Celtic dialect of the mountain 
chief, with &11 of whidi his reNdence in Scotland 
had nude him familiar. Alice also laughed and 
iqiplauded, amused herself, and delisted to see 
that ber father was bo ; and the whole party were . 
in the highest glee, when Albert Lee entered, 
eoga to find Loim Keneguj, and to lead him 
away to a private colloquy with Doctor "Roche- 
diffe, whose seal, asraduity, and wonderful pos. 
sesnon of information, bad constituted him their 
master-pilot in those difficult times. 

It is unnecessary to introduce the reader to 
the minute particulars of their conference. The 
infonnatifm obtained was so &r favourable, that 
the enemy seemed to have had no intelligence of 
the King's route towards the south, and remain- 
ed persuaded that he bad made bis escape from 
Bristol, as had been reported, and as bad indeed 
been pn^iosed'; but the master of the vessel pre. 
pared for the King's passage had taken the alarm, 
and sul^ without bis royal freight. His depu-- 
ture, however, and the su^cion of the service 
in which he was mgaged, served to make the 
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beUef general, that the King tiad gone off along 
vith him. 

But though this was cheering, the Doctor hod 
more unpleasant tidings from the sea-coast, al- 
lege great difficuIlieB in securing a vessel, to 
which it might be fit to commit a charge so 
precious ; and, above all, requestiDg his Majesty 
might on no accouot venture to approadi the 
shore, until he should receive advice that all 
the previous arrangements had been completely 
settled. 

No one was able to suggest a safer place of re- 
ndence than that which he at present occujried. 
Colonel Everard was deemed certainly not per- 
sonally unfriendly to the King, and Cromwell, as 
was supposed, reposed in Everard an unbounded 
confidence. The interior presented numberless 
hiding places, and secret modes of exit, known 
to no one but the an<aent residents of the Lodge 
^nay, for better to Rochecli% than to any of 
than ; as, when Rector at the . ndghbouring 
town, his prying dispo^tion as an antiquary 
h«d induced him to make very many researches 
among the old ruin»— the results of which he was 
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believed, in some instances, to have kept to him- 
self. 

To bftUnce these conveniences, it was no doubt 
true, that the Parliamentary Commis^oners were 
still at no great distance, and would be ready to 
reassume their authority upon the £rst opportu- 
nity. But no one supposed such an opportunity 
was likely to occur; and all believed, a^the 
influence <^ CromweU and the atmy grew more 
and more predominant, that the disappointed 
Commissioners would attempt nothing in contra- 
diction to his fdeasure, but wait with patience an 
indemnification in some other quarta* for thor 
vacated comtnistdons.' Beport, through the voice 
of Master Joseph Tomkins, stated, that they 
had determined, in the first place, to retire to 
Oxford, and were making pr^>aratlons accord- 
ingly. This promised still fartlier to insure the 
security of Woodstock. It was therefore settled, 
that the King, under the character of Louis £er- 
ncguy, should remtiinv an inmate of the Lodge, 
until a vessel should be procured for his escape, 
at the port which might he esteemed Uie safest 
and most convenient. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

The dcailliMt M*kn >ce thane whfch, tvineil 'mangil Unwen, 
BlMid thair brigbl eotnnriiiK with llie vuied bloMoma, 
TbdT liwce tjm gUtteria)t like the spangled dew-ilrop : 
In all 10 like what nalare has nioit humleBi, 
That iporti*e mnoetlKe, which dnadi no rlansar, 
Ii pai»n*d unasaies. 

md Play. 

Chaelbs (we must now give him hia own 
name) was eanly reconciled to the cironmtUnoes 
which rendered his residence at Woodstock ad- 
visable. No doubt he would much rather have 
Becured his safety by making an immediate esc^e 
out of England ; but he had been condemned a^ 
ready to many uiMxmifortable lurking-fdaees, and 
more diaogreei^le disguises, as well as to long and 
difficult journeys, duting which, between prag- 
matical officers of justice belonging to the |x«vail- 
ing party, and parties of s(^di«B whose officers 
usually took on them to act upwi Huir own war> 
rant, ri^ of discovery had more than once be- 

VOL. II. u 
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come very immiDent. He waa glad, therefore, of 
comparative repose, and of comparative safety. 

Then it must be conudered, that Charles had 
been entirely recondled to the sodety at Wood- 
stock unce he had become better acquainted with 
it He had seen, that, to interest the beautiful 
Alice, and procure a great deal of her company, 
nothing more waa necessary than to submit to tbe 
humours, and cultivate the intimacy, of tbe old 
cavalier her father. A few bouta at fendng, in 
which Charles took care not to put out his more 
perfect skill, and fiill youthful strength and acti- 
vity— tbe endurance of a few scenes from Shak- 
speare, which the knight read with more zeal than 
taste— a little skill in music, in which tbe old 
man had been a proficient — the deference ptud to 
a few old-fashioned (pinions, at which he laughed 
in his sleeve— were aU-sUffident to gain for tbe 
disguised Prince an interest in Sir Heniy Lee, 
and to conciliate in an equal dc^pree tfie good-wil^ 
of his lovely daughter. ■ 

Never w«« two young persons who could be 
sud to commence this spedes of intimacy with 
such unequal advantages. Charles was a liber- 
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tine, who, if he did not in c(^ blood resolve up- 
oa [Htwecuting his pasaon for Alice to a disho- 
nourable conclu«on, was at every moment liable 
to be provoked to attempt, the strength of a virtue, 
in which he was no believer. Then Alice, on her 
part, hardly knew even what was implied by the 
wmd libatine or seducer. Her mother had died 
ear]y in the commencement of the Civil War, and 
she had been bred up chiefly with her brother and 
couun ; bo that she had an unfearing and uosiisjn- 
cious frankness of manner, upcm which Charles 
was not unwilling or unlikely to put a construc- 
tion favourable to his own views. Even Alice's 
'love for her cousin— the first sensation which 
awakens the most innocent and umple mind to 
feelings of shyness and restraint towards the male 
sex in general— had fwled to awaken such an 
alarm in her bosom. They were nearly related; 
and Everard, though young, was several years 
her elder, and had, fnm her infiincy, been an 
object of her respect as well as of her a&ction. 
When this early and diildish intimacy ripened 
into youthful love, confessed and returned, still 
it differed in some shades from the passion ezist- 
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ing between laven origiitally lUangers to each 
other, until theii afiections hsve been united in the 
ordinary course of courtship. Thdr love ww 
' fiH)df!r,isoref8iniliar,nK»eperfectlyconfidentul; 
pOKx too, perhaps, and more free from starts of 
passionate Ti<draioe, or apprehraimve jealousy. 

The possibility that any one could bare at- 
tempted to rival Everard in ber affectitm, was a 
orcumstanoe wluch never occurred to Alice ; and 
that this Eongulor Scottish lad, whom -she laugh- 
ed with on account of his humour, and laughed 
at for his peculioiities, should be an object of 
clanger or of caution, never once entered het 
nuiginadon. The sort of indniac^ to which she 
adotttted Kem^uy was the some to which she 
would have rec^ved a companion of ba own nex, 
whose manners she did not always apfvove, but 
whose Bodety she found amunng. 

It was natural that the freedom of Alice Lee's 
conduct, which arose from the most perfect iodif- 
fiereno^ should pass for something ap|noachuog 
lo encouragement in the royal gaUa^t^ appre- 
faennm, and that any resolutions b^Jl^ formed 
against being tempted to violate tt^; bot|ntality 
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of Woodstock, should be^n to totter, as oppor- 
tuniBes for dcung so became more frequent. 

These opportunities were favoured by Albert's 
departure from Woodstock the very day after fais 
arriraL It had been agreed in fuU counul, with 
Charles and Rocbechfe, that he should go to 
visit his uncle Everard in the county of Kent, 
and, by showing himself there, should obviale 
any cause of suspidon winch might arise from 
his readence at Woodstock, and remove any {we- 
text for disturlnng his father's family on account 
of thnr harbouring one who had been so Uttij 
in anns. He had also undertaken, at bis own 
great personal risk, to visit difierent points on the 
sea-coast, and ascertun the security of different 
places for providing shipping for tJie Kng''s lea- 
ving England. 

These cireuBStances were alike calculated to 
procure the King's safety,and facilitate his escape. 
But Alice was diereby deprived of the presence 
ctf ber brtKher, who would have been her moat 
watdiful gua^ian, but who had set down the 
King's light talk upon a former occasion to tbe 
gaiety of his humour, and would have thought 
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be had done his sovereigD great injustice, had 
be senoualy suspected him of such a breach of 
boBpitality as a dishonouFable pursuit of Alice 
Tould have implied. 

There w«e, howerer, two of the household at . 
Woodstock, who appeared not so endiely recon- 
ciled with Louis Kemeguy or his purposes. The 
one was Bevis, who seemed, from their first un- 
triendly rencontre, to have kept up a pique against 
their new guest, which no advances pu the part of 
Charles were able to softoi. If the page was 
by chance left alone with his young nuBtress, 6e- 
vis chose always to be of the party ; came close 
by Alice's choir, and growled audibly when the 
gallant drew near her. " It b a pity," said the 
dit^^uised Prince, '* that your Btvis is not a bulU 
dog, that we might dub him a roundhead at 
once — ^He is too handsinne, too noble, too aristo- 
cratic, to nourish those inho^table prejudices 
against a poor houseless cavaUw. I am OMiTin- 
«ed the ^rit of Fym or Hampden has transmi- 
grated into the rogue, and continues to danon- 
strate his hatred agabst royalty and all it4 ad- 
faermts.'" 
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Alice would then reply, that Beru was loyal 
in word and deed, and only partook her father^s 
preju£ces against the Scot«, which, shecouldnot 
but acknowledge, were tolerably strong. 

" Nay, then," said the supposed Louis, ** I 
mast find some other reason, for I cannot allow 
Sir Bevis's resentment to rest upon national an- 
tipathy. So we will suppose that some galiant 
cavalier, who wended to the wars and never re- 
turned, has adopted this shape to look back upon 
the haunts he left so unwillingly, and is jealous 
at seeing even poor Louis Kem^^y drawing near 
to the lady of his lost affections."— He approach- 
ed her chiur as he spoke, and Bevis gave one of 
his deep growls. 

" In that case, you had best keep your dis- 
tance," Bfud Alice, laughing, " for the bite of a 
dog, possessed by the ghost of a jealous lover, 
cannot be very safe.^ And the King carried tm 
the dialogue in the same strun, which, while it 
led Alice to apprehend nothing more serious 
than the apish gallantry of a fantastic boy, cer- 
tainly induced the supposed Louis Kerneguy to 
think that he had made one of those conquests 
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which often aod ««aly fall to the afaare of save- 
nigu. NotwilliBtaiidBgtheaciiteiienof faifiap> 
jgAtanaay he was not tufficieatlj awan that 
the Royal Boad to femide iarour is onlj open to 
monwdis when they travel in grand coetuBie, and 
that when Uiey woo inoi^nito, their path of coutl- 
sbip is liable to the same windings and obstacles 
which obstrnct the cxmrse of private indivfaltuls. 
There was, bendes Bevis, another member of 
the family, who kept a look-out upcxi Louis 
Kem^uy, and with no &iendly eye. l%oebe 
Mayflower, though her experience extended not 
bey<rad die sjAere of tfae vH\age, yet knew the 
world madi better than her mistress, and be- 
sides she was five years alder. More knowing, 
she was mo«e BUBpaous. She thought that odd- 
looking Seotdi boy made mcH^ up to her young 
Bustiess than was proper for his condition of 
life ; and, mtsvover, that Ahce gave him a litde 
more «ic«iragem«t than Partheuia would have 
afibrded to any such Jack-a-dandy, in the &b~ 
teoce of Atgalus — for the volume treating of the 
loves of these Celebrated Arcadians was then the 
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favourite study at swains and damsels thiou^i- 
oat merry Ei^^land. Entertfuning such suspi- 
(uons, Phoebe was at a loss how to conduct bcr- 
•elf on the occamon, and yet resolved she would 
not see the slightest chance of the course of Co* 
lonel Everard's true love b^i^ obstructed, with- 
out attempting a remedy. She had a peculiar 
&vour for Markham herself; and, moreover, he 
was, acoMding to her phrase, as handsome and 
perstHiable a yomig man as was in Oxfordshire ; 
and this Scotch acare-crow was no more to be 
compared to him than chalk was to cheese. And 
yet she allowed that Master Gimigy had a won- 
derfully well-oiled toi^e, and that such gallants 
were not to be despised. What was to be dene ? 

flbe had no &cts to offer, only vague su^i^on ; 
and was afraid to speak to her mistress, whose 
kindness, great as it was, did not, oeverthelesB, 
encourage familiarity. 

She sounded Jocdine ; but he was, she knew 
Dot why, so deeply interested about this unlucky 
lad, and held his importance so high, that she 
could make no impressioD on him. To speak 
to the old knight, would have been to rfdee a gc- 



,,l:«l by Google 



814 WOODSTOCK. 

neral' tempest Tbe worthy chaplain, who was at 
Woodstock grand referee on all disputed matters, 
would have been the damsers most natural re- 
source, for he was peaceful as well as moral by 
pn^cBUOO, and polite by practice. But it hap- 
pened be bad given Fhcebe unintentional offence 
by ^Making of her under the classical epithet of 
ButHca Fidele, the which epithet, as she under- 
stood it not, she held herself bound to resent as 
cuitumdioufl, and dedaiiag she was not fonder of 
Ajiddie than other ft^s, had ever unce shunned 
all interooune with Doctor Rochecliffe which she 
could sauly avoid. 

Master Tomkins was always coming and going 
about the house under vaiious pretexts ; but he 
was a roundhead, and she was too true to the ca- 
valiers to introduce any of the enemy as parties 
to tb^ internal discords ; — besides, he had talked 
to Phoebe herself in a manner which induced her 
to decline everything in the shape of familiarity 
with him. Lastly,CavaliOToWildrake might have 
been consulted ; but Phcebe bad her own reasons 
for saying, as she did with some emphasis, that 
Cavaliero Wildrake was an impudent London 
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tike. At length she resolved to commuaicate 
her flueftiraons to the party having most interest 
in verifying or confuung them. 

*' 111 let Master Markham Eventrd know, that 
there is a wo^ buzzing about his honey-cmnb," 
said Phoebe ; " and, moreover, that I know that 
this young Scotch Scape-grace shirted himself out 
of a w<mian'a into a man's dress at Goody -Green's, 
and gave Goody Green's Dolly a gold-piace to say 
nothing about it ; — and no more she did to any 
one but me, and she knows best herself whether 
she gave change for tHe gold or not — But Mas- 
ter Louis is a saucy jackanapes, and like enough 
to bsk it** 

Three or four days elapsed while matters con- 
tinued in this condition — the disguised Prince 
sometimes thinking on the intngue which For- 
tune seemed to have thrown in bis way for his 
amusement, and taking advantage of such oppor^ 
tunities as occurred to increase his intimacy with 
Ahce Lee ; but much oftener horassbg Doctor 
BochecUfTe with questions about the possibihty 
of escape, which the good man finding himself un< 
able to answer, secured his leisure agunst royal 
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importunity, by retreaUng into the various un* 
explored recesses of tbe Lodge, koown periiaps 
only to himself, who bad been f<^ nearly a score 
of years employed in writii^ tbe 'Woadera of 
Woodstock. 

It chanced on tbe fourth day, that some bn- 
fling circumstance had called the knight abroad ; 
and be had left the young Scotchman, now fami- 
liar in tbe bmily, alone with Alice, in tbe parlQUr 
of Victm- Lee. Thus situated, he thought the 
time not unpropitious for enteiing upon a strun 
of gallantry, of a kind which might be caHed ex- 
perimental, sui^ as is practised by tbe Croats in 
skirmishing, when they keep bridle in band, i^a- 
dy to attack the enemy, or canter off without co< 
ming to close quarters, as wcumstanees may t«* 
commend. After using for nearly ten minutes a 
sort of metapfayacal jargon, which mi^^t, accord- 
tng to Alice's pleasure, bare been interpMted 
tUther into gallantry, or the language of serious 
pretetiuon, and when he supposed her engaged 
in fathoming hia meaning, be had the mortiflca. 
tion to find, by a single and brief question, that 
he had been tot^ly unattended to, and that Alice 
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was thiinkii^ on anything at tbc momflnt rather 
dun the leoae of what be bad been saying. She 
adced him if be cot^ tell what it was o'clock, 
tod this with an air of real curionty conoeniiiig 
the lapse of time, which put coquetry wholly out 
<^ the quesdon. 

" I will go look at the sun-dial. Mistress 
Ahce,^ said the gallant, rinng and colouring, 
through a sense of the ctmlempt with which he 
thought himself treated. 

' " You will do me a pleasure, Master Eeme- 
guy," sud Alice, without the least coradooBnesA 
of the indignodoa she had excited. 

Master Louis Enneguy left the room accord- 
ingly, not, however, to procure the information 
required, but to vent his anger and mOrdficaUoB, 
- and to swear, with more serious purpose than he 
had dared to do before, that Alice should nte 
her inatdoioe. Good-natured as he was, he was 
still a prince, unaccustomed to eontradicdon, far 
le« to Goataapt, and his seltfHide felt, tor the 
moment, wounded to the quick. With a hasty 
step he plunged into the Chase, ooly remember- 
ing his own safety so far as to choose (he deeper 
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and Bequettered avenues, where, walking on with 
the speedy and active step, which his teeovaj 
from fatigue now permitted him to exercise ac- 
cording to bis wtHit, he solaced his aogr; pur- 
poses, by devinng schemes of revenge cm the 
iniplent country coquette, from which no cond- 
deratioo of hoqnt^ity was in future to have 
weight enou^ to save her. 
The irriuied gallant passed 

" The dUl-UoDc, <gcd *nd green," 

without dngning to ask it a single question ; nor 
could it have saUsfied his curionty if he had, (or 
no sun happened to shine at tbe moment. He 
then hastened forward, muffling himself in his 
okiak, and assuming a stoofung and sloucbiDg 
gut, whidi diminished his apparent height. He 
was soon involved in the deep and dim alleys <^ 
the wood, into which he bad insendbly plunged 
himself, and was traversing it at a great rate, 
without having any distinct idea in what direc- 
tion he was gmng, when suddenly his course was 
arrested, first by a loud hollo, and then by a 
summons to stand, accompanied by what seoned 
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Still more startling and extraordinary, the touch 
of a cane upon his shoulder, imppsed in a good- 
humoured but somewhat imperious manner. 

There were few symptoms of retx^^bon which 
would have been welcome at this moment ; but 
tile appearance of the person who had thus ar- 
rested his courBe, was least fif all that he could 
have anticipated as timely or agreeable. When he 
turned, on receiving the signal, he beheld himself 
close to a young man, nearly «x feet in hdght, 
well made in joint and limb, but the gravity of 
whose appard, although handsome and gentle- 
manlike, and a sort of predsion in his habit, 
from the cleanness and stiffiiess of his band to 
the unsulUed purity of his Spanish-leather shoes, 
bespoke a love of order which was for^gn to the 
impoverished and vanquished cavaliers, and pro- 
per to the habits of those of the victorious party^ 
who could afibrd to dress themselves handsomely ; 
and whose rule — that is such as r^arded the 
higher and more respectable classes— enjoined 
decency and sobriety of garb and deportment. 
There was yet another weight against the Prince 
in the scale, and one still more characteristic <c^ 
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the ioequalitj in the oompiriaoo, nadn which he 
Kcmed to Iibour. There was strength in the 
muscnlar form of the stranger who hod luvught 
bim to this involantary parley, authority and de- 
tenninatioo in his brow, a loag rapier oa the i^ 
and a poniaid or dagger on the right ade of his 
belt^ and a pur (^ pistds stuck into it, which 
would have been suffiaent to give the unknown 
the advantage, (Louis Kem^uy having no weit< 
pon but his sword,) even had his pea-sonal strength 
q^roadied nearer than it did to that ttf the pa- 
son by whom be was thus suddenly stopped. 

Bitterly regretting the thoughtless fit of pas- 
sum that brought him into bis preeent situatitHi, 
but especially the want of the pistols he had left 
behind, and which do so much to place bodily 
strength and weakness upon an equal footing, 
Charles yet availed luniself of the cour^ and 
presence of mind, in which few of his unfortu- 
nate femily had for centuries been deficient. He 
stood firm and without motion, his cloak still 
wrapped round the lower part of his face, to 
fpve time foi explanation, in case he was mista- 
ken for some other person. 
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. This ctxJness produced its eSecl ; for the other 
party said, with doubt and surpriBc oa his part, 
" JooeBne JoHffe, is it not F — if I know oot Jo- 
odine 3o6fSe, I ihould at least know my own 
<doak." 

" I am not Joceline Jeliffe, as you may see 
ur," swd £em^uy, calmly, drawing himself 
erect to ahow the difference of lize, and dn^ 
{ring the cloak from his face and person.^ 

'* Indeed T re[died the stranger, in Biupnse ; 
" then, Sir Unknown, I have to express my re- 
gret at having used my cane in intimatiBg that I 
wished you to stop. Fran that dress, which I 
certiuoly recognise for my own, I concluded you 
must be Joceliae, in whose custody I had left ny 
halnt at the Lodge." 

** If it had been Joceline, sir," replied the 
supposed Kerneguy, with perfect composure, 
" metbinks you should not have struck so hard." 

The other party was obviously ccmfused by 
the steady calmness with which he was encoun- 
tered. Th&sense(^politeneEsdiGtated,intheflrBt 
place, an apology for a mistake, when he Ihought 
he had been tolfn-ably certain of the pere«»i. Mas- 
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ler Eemeguy was not in a ntuatioD to be puncti- 
Uotu ; he bowed gravely, as indicating his accept- 
•Dce of the excuse offered, then turned, and 
walked, as he concaved, towards the Lodge; 
though be bed traversed the woods, which woe 
cut with various alleys in different directions, too 
hasUlj to be certain of the real course which he 
wished to pursue. , 

He was much embarrassed to find that this 
did not get him rid oS the compaiuon whom h« 
had thus involuntarily acqiured. Walked he 
dow, walked he &st, his friend in the genteel- 
but puritanic habit, strong in person, end well 
aimed, as we have described bim, seemed det^ 
mined to keep him company, and, without at- 
tempting to j(un, or enter into conversa^on, never 
BU^«d bim to outstrip his survrillance for more 
than two m three yards. The Wanderer maid- 
ed bis pace; but, although he was then, in his 
jroutb, as aflarwards in his riper age, one of the 
bestwalkars in Britain, the stranger, mthout ad- 
vanring his pace to a run, kept fully equal to 
him, and his persecution became so dose and 
constant, and inevitable, that the pride and Fear 
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of Charles were both alarmed, and he b^n to 
thiok that, whatever the danger might be of a 
ungle-handed rencontre, he would nevertbelew 
have a better bargain of this tall satellite if they 
settled the debate betwixt them in the forest, than 
if they drew near any place of habitation, where 
the man in authority was likely to find friends and 
cttecurrence. 

Betwixt anxiety, therefore, vexation and anger, 
Charles faced suddenly round on his pursuer, «t 
they reached a small narrow glade, wludi led to 
the little meadow over which pre^ded the King's 
Oak, the ragged and scathed brandes and gi- 
gantic trunk of which formed a vista to the little 
wild avenue. 

*' Sir," sud be to his pursuer, " you have al- 
ready been guilty of one pece of impertinence 
towards me. Vou have apologised ; and knowing 
no reason why you should distinguish me as an 
object of incivility, I have accepted your excuse 
without scruple. Is there anything remiuns to 
be settled betwixt us, which causes you to follow 
me in this manner ? If so, I shall be glad to make 
it a subject of explanation or satisfaction, as the 
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cue may admit of. I think you can owe me no 
malice ; fiir I nerer saw you before to my know* 
ledge. If you can gtre any good reason for ask* 
iag it, I am wilfing to render you personal sati*. 
fiKtiiHi. If your purpose is merdy impertioent 
curiosity, I let you know that I wilt not suffer 
myscJf to be dogged iu my private walks by any 
one." 

** When I reoogmze my own doak on another 
man's shoulders," reptied the Btraoger drily, 
" mettunks I have a natural right to follow, and 
see what becomes afiti for know, sir, though I 
have beoi mistaken as to the weam, yet I am 
eonfideirt I bad as good a right to siretch my cooe 
across the cloak you are muffled in, as ever had 
any one to brush his own garmenta. If, there- 
Care, WB are to be fiiends, I must ask, for instance, 
how ^U came by that cloak, and where you are 
goingwUhitP I tOutU othwwise make bdd to stop 
yon, as one who has suffident commiarimi to do 
ao." 

Oh, unh^py cloak, thought the Wanderer, 
ay, md thrice unhappy the idle &ncy that sent 
me here with it wra|:^>ed around my nose, to pick 
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quaireU and attract obiervation, when quiet and 
teaeey were peculiarly easeatUl to my safety I 

*' If ^u will allow me to guess, sii," cootinued. 
tbe Btronger, who was no other than Markham 
Everard, " I will convince you, that you are bet- 
ter knowB than you thiak for." 

" Now, Heaven forbid !" prayed the party ad- 
dressed, in ulence, but with as much deiwtion as 
ever he applied to a prayer in hia life. Yet even 
ia this momrat of extraae urgency, his courage 
and composure did not faU ; and he recollected 
it was (^ the utmost in^xxtaocenot to seem start- 
led, and to answer so as, if posmble, to lead the 
dangerous compuiim with whom he had met, to 
ooitfess the extent oi his actual knowledge or sus- 
picions concerning him. 

" If you know me, ar,'' he sud, '* and are a 
gentleman, as your appearance promises, you 
caoBOt be at a loss to what accident you mnst at- 
^bnte my wearing these clothes, vbich you say 
are yours." 

*' Oh, sir," replied Colonel Everard, his wrath 
in no sort turned away by the mildness of the 
stranger^ answer, " we have teamed our Ovid's 
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Hetamoi^oses, and we know for what purposes 
young men oFquality travel in disguise— we know 
that even female attire is resorted to on cerbun 
niB— We have heard, of VertumnuB and 



The Monarch, as he w^ghed these words, 
agun uttered s devout prayer, that thig ill-look- 
ing afiair might have no deeper root than the 
jealousy of some admirer of Alice Lee, prominng 
to himself, that, devotee as be was to the fair sex, 
he would make no scruple of renouodng the 
&irest of Eve*s daughters in. order to get out <^ 
the present dilemma. 

" Sir," he said, " you seon to be ti gendemaa. 
I have no objection to tell you as such, that I also 
am of that class." 

" Or somewhat higher, perhaps P" said £ve- 
rard. 

" A geademaa is a term which comprehends 
aU ranks entitled to armorial bearings — A duke, 
8 lord, a prince, is no more, than a gentleman; 
and if in misfortune, as I am, he may be glad if 
that general term of courtesy is allowed him." 

" Sir," replied Evenrnj, " I have no purpose 



,11 by Google 



WOOOBTOCK. 3S7 

to entrap you to any acknowledgement fatal to 
your own safety. Nor do I hold it my buuness 
to be active in the arrest of private individuala, 
whose perverted sense of naUonal duty may have 
led thetn into errors, rather to be pitied than 
punished by candid men. But if those who have 
brou^t dvil war and disturbance into their 
native country, proceed to carry dishonour and 
disgrace into the bosom of families— if they at- 
tonpt to carry on their private debaucheries to 
the injury of the hospitable roofs which affi>rd 
them r^uge from the consequences of th^r pub- 
lic crimes, do you think, my lord, that we shall 
bear it with patience ?* 

" If it is your purpose to quarrel with me," said 
the Prince, "speak it out at once like a genUeman. 
You have the.adTantage, do doubt, of arms, but 
it is not that odds which will induce me to fly 
from a single man. If, on the other hand, you 
are disposed to hear reason, I tell you in calm 
words, that I notber suspect the ofi^nce to which 
you allude, nor comprehend why you give me 
the title of my Lord.*' 
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** You deny, then, being the Lord Wilrootr 
said' Ererard. 

** I Buy do BO most mfdy," *ai<l the Prince. 

" Perhaps you "rather Btyle yourself Earl of 
Rodiester ? We heard that the issuing of some 
fuch patent by the King of Scots mu a step which 
your amUtion proposed.'' 

** Neither lord nor earl am I, as sure as I have 
a chriBtian soul to be saved. My name is——'" 

"Do not degrade yourself by unneeessBry false- 
hood, my lord ; and that In a single man, vho, I 
[Hvnuseyou, will not invoke public justice to as- 
Nst his own good 8w<Hd eliould be see cause to 
use it. Can you look «t duit rJn^, and deny that 
you are Liord Wilmot ?" 

He handed to the disgiused Prince a ring which 
he took from lug purse, and bis c^ipcment instant- 
ly knew it fin* the same he had dropped mto Alice's 
]Mtcher at thefountun, obeying only, though im- 
prudently, the gallantry of the moment, in giving 
a pretty gem to a handsome girl, whom he had 
accidentally frightened. 

" I know the ring," he said ; *■ it has been in 
my possession. How it should prove me to be 
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Lord Wilmot, I cannot conceive; and b^ to 
say, it bean false witness against me/' 

" You shall see the evidence," answracd Eve- 
raid ; and resuming the ring, he pressed a spring 
ingoiiouB^ ccmtrived in the collet of the settii^;, 
on which ibe stone flew back, and showed within ' 
it the cypher of Lord Wilmot beautifully engra- 
ved in miniature, with a coronet.—" What say 
you now, sir ?* 

" That probabilities are no proofs,'" SMd the 
Prince ; *' there is nothing here save what con be 
easily accounted for. I am the son of a Scotdsh 
noUemui, who was mortally wounded and made 
prisoner at Woroeater fight. When he took leave, 
and bid me fly, he gave me the few valuables he 
possessed, and that among othen. I hsve heard 
him talk of having changed rings wi^ Lord 
Wilmot, OQ some occasion in Scotland, but I 
never knew the tridc of the gem which you have 
diown me." 

lu this it may be necessary to say, Charles 
spoke very truly ; nor would he have parted with 
it in the way be did, had he suspected it would be 
easily recognised. He proceeded after a minute^s 
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pause :— " Once more, m, — I have told you 
much that concerns my safety— if you ate gene- 
loui, you will let me pa», and I may do you on 
tome future day as good service. If you mean 
to arrest me, you must do so here, and at your 
own peril, for I will neither walk farther your 
way, nor permit you to dog me on mine. If 
you let me pass I will thank you.»ir not, take to 
your weapon." 

'* Young gentleman,^ said Colonel Everard, 
" whether you be actually the gay young no- 
blemai for whom I took you, you have made 
me uncertain; but, intimate as you say your 
family has been with him, I have little doubl 
that you are proficient in the school of debauch- 
ery, of which Wilmot and Villiers are professors, 
and their hopeflil Master a graduated student. 
Your conduct at Woodstock, where you have 
rewarded the hospitality of die bmily by medi- 
tating the most deadly wound to their honour, 
has proved you too apt a scholar in such an aca- 
demy. I intended only to warn you on this 
subject— it will he your own fault if I add chas- 
tisement to admonition." 
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" Warn me, air !" said the Prince indignantly, 
*< and chastistment ! This is presuming more on 
my paUence than is consistent mth your own 
safety-^Draw, sir." — So saying, he laid hu hand 
on his sword. 

" My religion," sudEverard, " forlnds me to 
be rash in shedding blood — Go home, ur — be 
wise— consult the dictates of honour as well as 
prudence. Respect the honour of the House of 
Lee, and know there is one nearly allied to it, by 
whom your motions will be called to severe ac- 
count." 

*' Aha !" said the Prince, with a bitter laugh, 
" I see the -whole matter now — we have our 
roundheaded Colonel, our puritan couwi, before 
us^-the Aan of texts and morals, whom Alice 
Lee lau^s at so heartily. If your relig^n, ur, 
prevents you from giving satiafiuUon, it ^ould 
prevent you from ofiering insult to a person of 
honour.'" 

The passions ot both were now fuUy up — they 
drew mutually, and began to fight, the Colonel 
relinquishing the advantage he could have ob- 
tained by the use of his fire-arms. A thrust of 



,11 by Google 



iltj2 WOOPSTOCK. 

the arm, ot a slip of the fixit, might, aX the 
moment, have changed the destmies of Britain, 
when the arrival of a diirdparty broke off the 
combat. 
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